
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



\ 



Digitized by 



Google 







A'- 



i 



A 




k \ ■ 



\Y 



n 



li^i 



^? 



iY/ 



11 



4a 



c 



6 



? 



,r- 



( V 



Digitized by 



Google 



SELECT WORKS, 

I N 

VERSE AND PROSE, 

OF 

r 

MR. A, C O W L E Y. 

VOL, I. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



SELECT WORKS 

OF MR. Ai COWLEY; 

IN TWO VOLUMES: 

With a Preface and Notes by Ae EditOE. 

VOLUME THE FIRST. 






" Forgot his Epic» nay Pindaric art ; 

*^ But ftill we love the language of his heart.'' Fop|« 

\ - L O N D a N: 

Printtdfor T.CADELL, IN THE STRAND. 
MDCCLXXVII. 



Digitized by 



Google 




Digitized by 



Google 



I ^ 1 



PRE F A C E. 

IT would be ufing moft writers of 
name very ill, to treat them with 
that freedom, which I have pre- 
fumed to take with Mr. Cowley. 
But every thing he wrote, is ei- 
ther fo good or fo bad, that, iii all 
reafon, a feparatioh fhould be made ; 
left the latter, which unhappily, is 
the greater part, fhould, in the end, 
ftifle and overlay tlie former. 

The reafon of this ftriking dif- 
ference in the compofitions of the 
fame man, whofe genius and learn- 
a 3 ing 
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• ing are unqueftionablc, is. That he 
generally followed the tafte of his 
time, which was the worft ima- 
ginable 5 and rarely his own, which 
was naturally excellent; as may be 
feen in the few pieces of his poetry, 
here feled:ed from the reft ; and, 
elpecially, in his profe- works, which 
(except the notes on his Pindaric 
Odesy and Davideis) are given entire, 
and have no common fnerit. 

But the talents, by which he is 
diftinguifhed, as a polite writer, 
are the leaft of his praife. There 
is fomething in him, which pleafes 
above his wit, and in fpite of it. 
It is that moral air, and tender fen- 
fibility of mind, which every one 
perceives and loves in reading Mr* 

Cowley^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



F R E F A C C^ tile 

Cowley, And this charader of his 
geniust though it be exprefled, in- 
deed, in his other writings, comes 
put efpecially:^ and takes our attention 
moft, in fome oiYiisfmaller poems and 
ejfays ; which, therefore, it feemed to 
be for the author's credit, and the 
conve»ience of his readers, to draw 
near to each other, and place, toge- 
ther, in one view. I have faid— ^/or 
the convenience of bis readers: for, 
though all are capable of being enter- 
tamed, perhaps inftrufted, by the 
image of a good mind, when fet be- 
fore them, yet few will be at the pains 
to feek that inftrudtion or entertain- 
ment for, themfelves, through the 
fcattered works of fo unequal and vo- 
luminous a writer. 



94 T» 
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vis; Z R E F A a E* 

To do juftice to the memory of 
Mr. Cowley, in thefe two refped:s, I 
mean, in his capacity both of a polite 
and moral writer, is the fole end of 
this publication. Every man of tafte 
and virtue will read it with pleafure. 
There are, indeed, many lines dif- 
perfed through his other poems, 
which deferve praife. But, on the 
whole, it is enough if this fmall 
.coUeftion go down to pofterity : In 
:that cafe, neither they, nor the au- 
thor, will have any great lofs, though 
ihe reft be forgotten • 



I»iticoln*s-Ini!, 
April 21, 17724 
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AN ACCOUNT 
o p 

The L I F E and WRITINGS 

Of Mr. ABRAHAM COWLEY. 

Written to Air. Clifford: 

Prefixed to the Folio Edition of 1668. 



-SIR, 

MR, CowLEv in his will recommend- 
ed to my care the revifing of all 
his works that were formerly printed, and 
the colle£i:ing of thofe papers which he had 
defigned for the prefs. And he did it 
with this particular obligation, Tbaf I 
Jhould be fure to let nothing fafs^ that 
might feem the leaft offence to religion or 
Vol. L B good 
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good manners. A caution, which you will 
judge to have been altogether needkfs. 
For certainly, in all ancient or modern 
times, there can fcarce any author be 
found, that has handled fo many different 
matters in fuch various forts of ftyle, who 
lefs wants the corrcftion'of his friends, or 
has lefs reafpn Co fear the feverity of 
firangers. 

According to his defire and his own in- 
tention, I have now fet forth his Latin and 
Englifti writings, each in a volume apart ; 
and to that which was before extant in both 
languages, I have added all that I could 
find in his clofet, which he had brougfit 
"to any manner of perfe&ion. I have thus. 
Sir, performed the will of the dead. But 
I doubt^ I (hall not fatisfy the expectation 
of the living, unlefs fome account be here 
premifed concerning this excellent man. 
I know very well, that he has given the 
world the beft: image of his own mind in 
thefc immortal monuments of his Wit. 

Yet 
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MR. A. COWLEY. j 

iTet there is ftill room enough left, for one 
of his familiar acquaintance to fay many- 
things of his poems, and chiefly of his 
life, that may ferve for the information of 
his readers, if not for the increafe of his 
name ; which, without any fuch helps, is 
already fufficiently cftablifhed. 

This, Sir, Were an argument mofl: pro- 
per for you to manage, in refpeft of your 
great abilities, and the long friendfliip you 
maintained with him. But you have an 
obftinate averfion from publifliing any of 
your Writings. I gucfs what pretence you 
have for it, and that you are confirmed in 
this refolution by the prodigious multitude 
and imperfeftions of us writers of this age. 
I will not now difpute, whetheV you are in 
the right; though I am confident you 
would contribute more to our reformation 
by your example, than reproofs. But how- 

. ever, feeing you perfift in your pufpofe, 
and have refufed to adorn even this very 

- fubjcdl, which you love lb wellj I beg your 
6 2 afliftance 
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4 THELIPEOF 

afliftance while I myfelf undertake It. This 
I do with the greater willingnefs, becaufe 
I believe there is no man, who fpea^cs of 
Mr. Cowley, that can want cither matter 
or words. I only therefore intreat you to 
gtve me leave to make you a party in this 
relation, by ufmg your name and your 
, teftimony. For by this means, though the 
memory of our friend (hall not be deliver- 
ed to poflerity with the advantage of your 
wit, which were moft to be defired ; yet 
his praife will be flxengthencd by the con- 
fent of your judgement, and the authority 
of your approbation. 

Mr. a. Cowley was born in the city of 
London, in the year one thoufand fix hun- 
dred and eighteen. His parents were citi- 
zens of a virtuous life and fuflicient cftate ; 
and fo the condition of his fortune was 
equal to the temper of his mind, which 
was always content with moderate things. 
The firft years of his youth were fpent in 
Wcftminfter-fchool, where he foon obtain- 
ed 
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ciSt and increafed the noble genius peculiar 
to that place. The occafion of his firft 
inclination to poetry, was his cafual light- 
ing on Spenser's Fairy ^een^ when he 
was but juil able to read. That indeed is 
a poem fitter for the examination of men, 
than the confideration of a child. But in 
him it met with a fancy, whofe ftrength 
was not to be judged by the number of 
his years. 

In the thirteenth year of his age there 
canoe forth a littla book under his name, 
in which there were many things that 
might well become the vigour and force of 
a manly wit. The firft beginning of his 
ftudies, was a familiarity with the moft fo- 
lid and unaffeAed authors of antiquity, 
which he fully digefted, not only in his 
memory, but his judgement. By this ad- 
vantage'he learnt nothing while a boy, that 
he needed to forget or forfake when he 
came to be a man. His mind was rightly 
feafoned at firft \ and he had nothing to do, 
B 3 but 
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6 THELIFEOF 

but ftill to proceed on the fame foundatiort 
on which he began. 

He was wont to relate, that he had this 
defeft in his memory at that time, that his 
teachers could never bring it to retain the 
ordinary rules of grammar. However, he 
fupplied that want, by converfing with the 
books themfelves, from whence thofe rules 
had been drawn. That, no doubt, was a 
better way, though much more difficult j 
and he afterwards found this benefit by it, 
that, having got the Greek and Roman 
languages, as he had done his own, not by- 
precept but ufe, he praftifed them^ not; a^ 
a fcholar but a native, 

With thefe extraordinary hopes he was 
removed to Trinity College in Cambridge} 
where, by the progrefs and continuance of 
his wit, it appeared that two things were 
joined in it, which feldom meet together, 
that it was both early ripe and lafting* 
This brought him into the love and cfteem 

of 
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of the moft eminent nrieinbers of that fa- 
mous fociety i and principally of your uncle 
Mr. FoTHERBY, whofe favours he fince 
abundantly acknowledged, when his bene* 
fadOr had quite forgot the obligation. His 
exercifes of all kinds are ftill remembered 
in that univerfity with great applaufe i and 
with this particular praife, that they were 
not only fit for the obfcurity of an acade- 
mical life, but to have been fhown on the 
true theatre of the world. There it was 
that, before the twentieth year of his age, 
he laid the defign of divers of his mdft 
mafculine works, that he finifhed long after : 
in which I know not whether I fhould molt 
comtnend,that amindfo young Ihould con- 
ceive fuch great things, or that it fiiould 
be able toperfedl them with fuch felicity. 

The firft occafion of his entering into 
bufinefs, was the elegy that he writ on Mr. 
Hervey's death : wherein he defcribed 
the higheft charafters of religion, know- 
ledge, and friendfhip, in an age wh^i\ moft 
B 4 other 
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Other men fcarce begin to learn them. 
This brought him into the acquaintance 
of Mr. John Hervey, the brother of his 
deceafed friend ; from whom he received 
many officesofkindnefs through the whole 
courfeof his life, and principally this, that 
by his means he came into the fervice of 
my lord St. Albans. 

When the civil war broke out, his af-? 
feftiori to the King's caufe drew him to 
Oxford, ia.s foon as it began to be the chief 
feat of the Royal party. In that univerfity 
he profecuted the fame iludies with a like 
fiiccefs. Nor in the meiin time was he 
wanting to his duty in the war itfelf, for 
he was prefent and in fervice in feveral of 
the King's journies and expeditions^ By 
thefe occafions and the report of his high 
deferts^ he ipeedily grew familiar to the 
chief men of the court and the gown, 
whom the fortune, of the war had drawn 
together. And particularly, though he was 
then very young, he had the entire friend- 

ihip 
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(hip of my Lord Falkland, one of the 
principal fccretaries of ftate. That af- 
fcftion was contrafted by the agreement 
of their learning and manners. For you 
may remember. Sir, we have often heard 
Mr.CowLEy admire him, not only for the 
profoUndnefs of his knowledge, which was 
applauded by all the world, but more 
cfpecially for thofc qualities which he him- 
felf more regarded, for his generofity of 
mind, and his negled of the vain pomp 
pf human greatnefs. 

PuRiKG the heat of the civil war, he 
was fettled in my Lord St. Albans* fa- 
mily, and attended her Majefty the Queen- 
mother, when, by the unjuft perfecution of 
herfubjeAs, (he was forced to retire into 
France. Upon this wandering condition 
of the moft vigorous part of his life, he 
was woni; to refledt, as the caufe of the long 
interruption of his ftudies. Yet we have 
fio reafon to think that he loft fo great a 
i|)acc of time, if we confider in what bufi- 

neft 
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nefshe employed his banifhment. He was 
abient from his native country above 
twelve years •, which were wholly fpent, ei- 
ther in bearirig a ftiare in the diftrefles of 
the royal family, or in labouring in their 
affairs* To this purpofe, he performed fe- 
vcral dangerous journies, into Jerfey, Scot- 
land, Flanders, Holland, or wherever elfe 
theKing's troubles required his attendance. , 
But the chief teftiftiony of his fidelity was, 
the laborious fervicehe underwent, in main- 
taming the conftant correfpondence be- 
tween the late King arid the Queen his wife. 
In that weighty truft he behaved himfelf 
with indefatigable integrity and unfufpefted 
fecrecy. For he cyphered and decyphered, 
with his own hand, the greateft part of all 
the letters that paffed between their Ma- 
jefties, and managed a vaft intelligence in 
many other parts : which for fome years 
tx^ther took up all his days, and two or 
three nights every week. 

At length, upon his prefent Majefty's 
removal out of France, and the Queen- 

mother*^ 
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jmother^s ftaying behind, the bufinefs of 
that nature pafled of courfe into other 
hands. Then it was thought fit, by thofc 
on whom he depended, that helhould come 
over into England, and, under pretence of 
privacy and retirement, (hould take occa- 
sion of giving notice of the pofture of 
things in this nation. Upon his return, 
he found his country groaning under the 
oppreffion of an unjuft ufurpation. And 
he foon felt the effefts of it. For, while 
he lay hid in London, he was feized on by 
a miftake,th.e fearch having been intended 
after another gentleman, of confiderable 
Bote in the King's party. Being made a 
prifoner, he was often examined before the 
Ufurpers, who tried all imaginable ways to 
make him fervice^ble to their ends. That 
courfe not prevailing, he was committed 
to a fcvere reftraint; andfcarceat laftob* 
tained his liberty upon the hard terms of 
% thoufand pound bail, which burden Dr, 
Scarborough very honourably took upon 
})imfelf. Under thefe bonds he continued 

tiU 
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till the general redemption. Yet, taking 
the opportunity of the confufions that 
followed upon Cromwell's death, he ven- 
tured back into France j and there re- 
mained in the fame ftation as before, till 
near the time of the King's return. 

This certainly. Sir, is abundantly fuf- 
ficient to jullify his loyalty to all the world; 
though fome have endeavoured to bring 
it in queftion, upon occafion of a few lines 
in the Prefi^ce to one of his books. The 
objection I muft not pafs by in filence, 
becaufe it was the only part of his life that 
was liable to mifinterpretation, even by 
the confeffion of thofe that envied his 
fame. In this cafe perhaps it were enough, 
to alledge for him to men of moderate 
minds, that what he there faid was publifh- 
cd before a book of poetry, and fo ought 
rather to be eftcemed as a problem of 
his fancy and invention, than as the real 
image of his judgement. But his de- 
fence in this matter may be laid on a 

furcr' 
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MR. A. COWLEY. 13 

furer foundation. This is the true rea- 
fon that is- to be given of his delivering 
that opinion. Upon his coming over, he 
found the ftate of the Royal party very 
defperate. He perceived the ftrength of 
their enemies fo united, thatj till it fhould 
begin to break within itfelf, all endeavours 
againft it were, like to prove unfuccefsful. 
On the other fide, he beheld their zeal for 
his Majefty's caufe to be ftill fo a&ive, 
that it often hurried them into inevitable 
ruin. He faw this with much grief. And 
though he approved their conftancy as 
much as any man living, yet he found their 
unfeafonable (hewing it, did only difable 
themfelves,and give their adverfaries great 
advantages of riches and ftrength by their 
defeats. He, therefore believed that it 
would be a meritorious ferviceto the King, 
if any man, who was known to have fol- 
lowed his intereft, could infinuate into the 
Ufurpers* minds, that men of his principles 
were now willing to be quiet, and could 
perfuade the poor opprefled Koyalifts to 
* concea) 

2 
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conceal their affeftions, for bettercccafionSJ 
And as for his own particular, he was a 
clofe prifoner when he writ. that agaipft 
which the exception is made i fo that he 
faw it was impoffible for him to purfue the 
ends for which he came hither, if he did 
not make fome kind of declaration of his 
peaceable intentions. This was then his 
opinion. And the fuccefs of things feems 
to prove, that it was not very ill ground- 
ed. For certaibly it was one of the great- 
eft helps to the King's affairs, about the 
latter end of that tyranny, that many of 
his beft friends diffembled their counfels, 
and afted the fame defigns, under the dif- 
guifes and names of other parties. 

This, Sir, you can teftify to have been 
the innocent occafion of thefe words, on 
which fo much clamour was raifed. Yet 
feeing his good intentions were fo ill inter- 
preted, he told me, the laft time that ever 
I faw him, that he would have them omit- 
ted in the next impreflion : of which his 

friend 
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friend Mr. Cook is a witnefs. However, 
if we Ihould take them in the worft fcnfe 
of which they are capable : yet, methinks, 
for his maintaining one falfe tenet in the 
political philofophy, he made a fufficicot 
atonement, by a continual fervicc of twenty 
years, by the perpetual loyalty of his dif- 
courfe, and by many of his other writings, 
wherein he has largely defended and adorn- 
ed the Royal caufe. And to fpeak of him, 
not as our friend, but according to the 
common laws of humanity j certainly, that 
life muft needs be very unblamcable, which 
had been tried in bufinefs of the higheft 
coniequence, and pradlifed in the hazard- 
ous fecrecs of courts and cabinets ; and 
yet there can nothing difgraceful be pro- 
duced againft it, but only the error of one 
paragraph, and a (ingle metaphor. 

But to return to my narration, which 

this digreffion has interrupted: Upon the 

King's happy reftoration, Mr. Cowley 

' was paft the fortieth year of his age ; of 

which 
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which the greateft part had been fpent in 
a various and tempeftuous condition. He 
now thought he had facrificed enough of 
his life to his curiofity and experience. He 
had enjoyed many excellent occafions of 
obfervation. He had been prefent in many 
great revolutions, which in. that tumultu- 
ous time difturbed the peace of all our 
neighbour-ftates, as well as our own. He 
had nearly beheld all the fplendour of the 
higheft part of mankind. He had lived 
in the prefcnce of princes, and familiarly 
converfed with greatnefs in all its degrees, 
which was ncceffary for one that would 
contemn it aright: for to fcorn the pomp 
of the world before a man knows it, does 
commonly proceed rather from ill-man- 
ners than a true magnanimity. 

He was now weary of the vexations and 
formalities of an aiftive condition. He had 
been perplexed with a long compliance to 
foreign manners. He was fatiated with 
the arts of court : which fort of life, 

though 
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though his virtue had made innocent to 
him, yet nothing could make it quiet. 
Thefe were the reafons that moved him to 
forego all public employments^ and to 
follow the violent inclination of his own 
niind> which^ in the greateft throng of his 
former bujinefs, had ftill called upon hitn^ 
and reprefented to him the true delights 
offolitaryftudies, of temperate pleafures, 
and of a moderate revenue, below the ma- 
lice and flatteries of fortune. 

At firft he was but flenderly provided 
for fuch a retirement, by reafon of his 
travels, and the affliftions of the party to 
•which he adhered, which had put him 
quite out of all the roads of gain. Yet, 
notwithftanding the narrownefs of his in- 
come, he remained fixed to his refolution, 
upon his confidence in the temper of his 
•own mind, which he knew had cbntrafted 
its defires into fo fmatl a compafs, that a 
very few things would fupply them all. 
But upon the fettlement of the peace of 

Vol, I. C our 
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our nation, this hinderance of his defigti 
was foon removed j for he then obtained 
a plentiful eftate, by the favour of my Lord 
St. Albans, and the bounty of my Lord 
Duke of BucKiNOHAM ; to whom he waes 
always moH: dear, and whom he ever re- 
fpeifted, as his principal patrons. The la% 
of which great men, you know. Sir, it is 
my duty to mention, not only for Mr. 
Cowley's fake, but my own : though I 
cannot do it, without being alhamed, that, 
having the fame encourager of my ftudies, 
I fhould deferve his patronage To much 
lefs. 

Thus he was fufficiently furniftied for 
his retreat. And immediately hfc gave 
over all purfuit of honour and riches, in a 
time, when, if any ambitious or covetous 
thoughts had remained in his mind, he 
might juftly have expe6ted to have thenn 
readily fatisfied. In his laft (even or eight 
years, he was concealed in his beloved 
obfcurity, and poffeffcd that folitudc, which 

from 
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itom hk very diikJhodd hcAad always mod 
^affionatcly defired. Though he had fre- 
•quciit invitations to return into bufmefs, < 
yet he never gave ear to any perfuafions 
of profit or preferment. His vifits to the 
city and court were very few : his ftays in 
town were only as a paflenger-j not an in- 
habitant. The places that he chofe for the 
feats of his declining life, were two or three 
villages on the bank of the Thames. Dur- 
ing this recefs, his mind was rather exer- 
cifcd on what was to come, than what was 
.paflfed ; he fgffered no more bufmefs nor 
cafes of life to comt near him, than what 
Were enough to keep his foul awake, but 
not to difturb it. Some few friends and 
books, a chearfiil heart, and innocent cort- 
fcience^ were his conftant Companions. 
His poetry indeed he took with him, but 
he made that an anchQrit;e as well as him* 
felf : he only dedicated it to the fervice of 
.his Maker, to defcribe the great images 
. of n;lrgion and virtue wherewith his mind 
abounded. And he employed his mufic 

C 2 to 
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to no other ufe, than as his own David diH 
towards Saul, by finging the praifcs q£ 
God and of Nature, to drive the evil fpirit 
out of men*s minds. 

Of his works [a\ that are publiftied, itis 
hard to give one general charafter, becaufe 
of the difference of their fubje6b, and the 
various forms and diftant times of their 
writing. Yet this is true of them all, that 
in all the feveral ftiapes of his ftyle, there 
is (till very much of the likencfs and im- 
preflion of the fame mind ; the fame un- 
affeftedmodefty, and natural freedoni, and 
eafy vigour, and chearful paffions, and in- 
nocent mirth, which appeared in all hia 
manners. We have many things that he 
writ in two very unlike conditions, in the 
univerfity and the court. But in his poe- 

[a] Of his ivorks] The lU fdth. of a friend, in 
commending; every thing alike, and withotrt referve, 
would be veryconipicQOusin all that follows to p. 41, 
if we did not reiled» that, what fach a poet, as Mr. 
Cowley, was capable of writing, fuch a critic, as Dr. 
Sprat) may be fuppofed very honeftly to approve. 
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try, as well as his life, he mingled with ex- 
cellent Ikill what was good in both ftates,. 
In his life, he joined the. innocence and 
fincerity of the fcholar with the humanity 
and good behaviour of the courtier. In 
his poems, he united the folidity and art 
of the one with the gentility and grace- 
fulnefs of the other. 

If any fhall think that he was not won- 
derfully curious in the choice and ele- 
gance of all his words: I will affirm with 
more truth on the other fide, that he had 
no manner of afFeftation in them-, he took 
them as he found them made to his hands ^ 
he neither went before, nor came after, the 
ufe of the age. He forfook the converfa^ 
tion, but never the language, of the city 
and court. He underftopd exceeding well 
all the variety and power of poetical num- 
bers; and pradtifed all forts with great 
happinefs. If his verfes in fomc places 
feem not as foft and flowing as fome would 
have them, it was his choice, not his fault. 
C 3 He 
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He knew that» in diverting meiii*!k min4fb 
there (hould be the fanae variety ob^rvec) 
as in the profpei^s of their eye$ : wher? i^ 
rock, a precipice, or a rifing wave, is of* 
ten nxore delightful, than a fmopth ever* 
grovind, or a calm fea. Where the mat^ 
ter required it^ he yrasa^ gentle Jis any mao. 
But where higher virtues were chiefly to be 
regarded, a(i exaft nunierofity was not then 
bis mai(Q care. This nfiay ferve to anfwer 
thofe who upbraid fom^ of hi$ pieces with 
i:oughners,andwkh more contradtions than 
they are willing to allows But thefe ad- 
mirers of gentlenefs without finews, ftxouli 
kniovy: that different arguments m^ft hav^ 
different colours of fpeech: th^tttere is a 
kind of variety of fexes in poetry, as well 
as \a mankind ; that, as the peculiar ex- 
cellence of the feniinine kind is fmooth- 
nefs and beauty ; fo ftrcngth \s the chief 
praife of the niafculine. 

Hi had a peffeft maflery in both the 
l|^nguages in which he writ : but each of 

th^n;^ 
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diem kqpt a juft distance from the other i 
neither did his Latin make his Eogliih coo 
old, nor his Englii^ make his Latin too 
modern- He excelled both in profe and; 
v^rfe; and both together have thatper- 
feAion, which is commended by fome of 
the ancients above all others, that they are 
very obvioys to the conception, but moft 
di^cult in the imitation. 

His fancy flowed with great fpeed; and 
therefore it was very fortunate to him, 
tjbat his judgement was equal to manage iu 
He never runs his reader nor his argu- 
ment out of breath. He perfeftly praftifes 
die hardeft fecret of good writing, to know 
vhen he has done enough. He always 
leaves ofFin fqch a manner, that it appear^" 
it was in his power to have fdd much 
more. In the particular ejcpreffions there 
i^ ftill much to be applauded, but more in 
the difpofition and order of the whole. 
From thence there fprings a new comeli^ , 
nefs, befidcs the feature of each pisut. Hi* 
C 4 invention 
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invention is powerful, and large as can* 
be defired. But it feems all to arife ouc. 
of the nature of tte fubjeft, and to be 
juft fitted for the thing of which he fpeaks. 
If ever he goes far for it, he difTembles his 
pains admirably well, 

The variety of arguments that he has 
managed is fo large, that there is fcarcc 
any particular of all the paflions of men, 
or works of Nature and Providence, which 
he has pafled by undefcribed. Yet he 
ftill obfcrves the rules of decency with fo 
much care, that whether he inflames his 
reader with the fbfter affeftions, or delights 
him with inofFenfive raillery, or teaches 
^e familiar manners of life, or adorns the 
difcoveries of philofophy, or infpires him 
with the heroic charafters of charity and 
religion j to fill thefc matters, that are fo 
wide afunder, he ftill proportions a due . 
figure of fpcech, and a proper meafure of 
wit. This indeed is moft remarkable, tha? 
9 iPW who was fQ cqnftant and fixed in 

tho 
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the moral ideas of his mind, fliduld yet be 
t^ changeable in his intelle^ual, and in 
both to the higheft degree of excellence. 

It there needed any excufe to be made, 
that his love-verfes Ihould take up fo great 
a fliare in his works ; it may be alledged, 
that they were compofed when he was very 
young. But it is a vain thingto make 
any kind of apology for that fort of writ- 
ings. If devout or virtuous men will fu- 
percilioufly forbid the minds of the yoiing, 
to adorn thofe fubjedls about which they 
are moft converfant, they would put 
them out of all capacity of performino- 
graver matters, when they come to them. 
For theexercifes pf all mens wits muft be 
always proper for their age, and never top 
much above it : and by praftice and ufe 
in lighter argumentis, they grow up at laft 
to excel in the moft weighty. I am not 
therefore afhamed to commend Mr. Cow- 
ley's Miftrefs. I only except one or two 
rxpreffions^ which I wilh I could have pre- 
» vailed 
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vailed with tfaofe that had the right of tho 
other edition^ to have kifc.out. But of 
all the reft I dare boldly pronounce, thaQ 
never yet fo much was written on a fubjeft 
fo delicate^ that cap lefs oflfend the fcvereft 
rules of raorality. The whole paCBon of 
love is inimitably defcribed, with all its 
mighty train of hopes, and joys, and dif- 
quiets. Befides this amorous tendernefs, 
I know not how, in every copy, there is 
fi^imething of naore ufcful knowle^ very 
i;)aturally and gracefully infinuated s^ and 
every where there may befomething found, 
to inform the minds of wife men as well 
as to move the hearts of young men or 
woment 

The Qccafion of his falling on the Pin* 
daric way of writing, was. his accident^ 
meeting with Pindar's works, in a place 
where he had no other books to direft 
liim [b]. Having then confidered « Icifure 

II] -^dirta kirn] So it iUnds in all th9 editipjKS 
( luive feen. But ike proper wo/d feeta»s to he— 
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;he height of his inventioiii and the majefhr 
pf his ftyle, h? tried immediately to imi- 
pte it in Englilb. Aod he performed it 
withoqt the danger that Horace prefaged 
to ipaq who IhpMld dare to attempt «. 

If any are difpleafed at the holdncfs of 

|iis nietaphors^ and length of his digreC 

jfion,^ they contend not againft Mr, Cown 

j,5Y4 but Pindar himfelf 5 who wa^ fq 

jnuch reverenced by all antiquity, that tho 

place of his birth was preferved as facredi^ 

vhen his native city was twice deftroycd 

by the fury of two conquerors. If the ir<t 

regularity of the number difguft them, 

0icy may obferve that this very thin§ 

Itnakes that Hind of poefy fit for all man- 

per of fubjefts : for the pleafant, the grave, 

^e amorous, the heroic, the philofophical, 

the moral, the divine. Befxdes this, they 

will find, that the frequent alteration of 

the rhythm and feet aSeds the mind with 

9 more various delight, while it is fooq 

9pt to be tired by the f<;tt^^ pace of any 

2 one 
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one conftant mcafure. But that for which 
1 think this inequality of number is chiefly 
to "be preferred, is its near affinity with 
profe : from which all other kinds of Eng- 
lifh verfe are fo far diftant, that it is very 
feldom found that ^he fame man excels in 
both ways. But now this loofc and un? 
conBned meafure has all the grace and 
harmony of the moft confined. And with- 
al, it is fo large and free, that the praftice 
of it will only exalt, not corrupt, our profc: 
which is certainly the moft ufeful kind of 
writing of all others : for it is the ftyle of 
«11 buiinefs and converfation. 

Besides this imitating of Find AR,which 
may perhaps be thought rather a new fort 
of writing, than a reftoring.of an ancient ; 
be has alfo been wonderfully happy, in 
tranflating many difficult parts of the 
nobleft poets of antiquity. To perform 
this according to the dignity of the at- 
tempt, he had, as it was necelTary he 
fliould have, not only the elegance of both 

the 
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die languages, but the true fpirit of both 
the poetries. This way of leaving verbal 
tranflations, and chiefly regarding the fenfe 
and genius of the author, wasfcarce heard 
of in England, before this prefent age, 
I will not prefume to fay, that Mr. Cow- 
ley was the abfolute inventor of it. Nay, 
I ktiow that others had the good luck to 
recommend it firft in print. Yet I appeal 
to you. Sir, whether he did not conceive 
it, and difcourfe of it, and pradife it, as 
foon as any man. 

His Davideis was wholly written in fo 
young an age ; that, if we (hall refleft oh 
the vaftnefs of the argument, and his man- 
ner of handling it, he may feem like one 
of the miracles that he there adorns, like 
a boy attempting Goliah. I have often 
heard you declare, that he had finifhed the 
greateftpartof it, while he was yet ayoung 
ftudent at Cambridge. This perhaps may 
be thereafon, thatinfome few places, there 
is more youthfulnefs and redundance of 

fancy 
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f aticjr than his riper Juc^ementwcmld lafe 
allowed. Iknow^ Sir^ you will. gtve-flte 
leave to ufe this liberty of ccnfure.^ fori 
flb not here pretend to a profcfled ptflfi^ 
gyric^but rather to give a juft opmion con* 
cerning him.. Btit for- the main of it, 1 
will affirm^ that it is a better ini!bance and 
beginning of a divirie poena^ than I ever 
. yet faw in any language* The contrivance 
is perfeftly ancient, which is certainly the 
trwc form of heroic poetry, md fuch ais 
was never yet outdone by any new devices 
of modern wits. The fubjecl was truly 
divine, even according to God*s awn heart* 
The matter of fei3 invention, all the trear 
furcs of knowledge and hiftories in the 
Bible. The model of it comprehended 
•«11 the learning of the Eaft. The cha* 
•rafters, lofty and various : the numbers, 
firm and powerful : the digreffions, beauti* 
ful and proportionable : the defign, to fub- 
mit mortal wit to heavenly truths : in all 
there is an admirable mixture of human 
virtues and paffions, with religious rap- 
tures. The 
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The truth is, Sir, mcthinks, in other 
matters, his wit excelled moft other mens : 
but in his moral and divine works, it out* . 
diditielf. And no doubt it proceeded 
from this caufe ; that in other lighter kinds 
of poetry, he chiefly reprefented the hu- 
mours and affeftions of others; but in 
thefe he fat to himfelf, and drew the figure 
of his own mind. I know it has been 
objected againft him, by fome morofe zear- 
lots, that he has done an injury to the 
Scripture, by fprinkling all his works 
.with many allufions and fimilicudes that - 
he took out of the Bible. But to thefe 
men it were a fufficient reply, to com- 
pare their own praftice with his, in this 
particular. They mak^ ufe of Scripture 
phrafes and quotations, in all their com- 
mon difcourfe. They employ the words 
of Holy Writ, to countenance the extra- 
vi^nce of their own opinions and af- 
fedions. And why then might not he 
take the liberty to fetch from thence fomc 

ornament. 
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ornament, for the innocent paflions, and 
natural triiths, and moral virtues, which 
he defcribes ? 

This is confutation enough to that fort 
of men. As to the thing itfelf, it is fo far 
fronri being a debafing oi divinity, to make 
fprpp parts of.it the fubjefts of our fancy, 
that it is a fure way to pftablifti it familiarly 
on the hearts of the people, and to give it 
a durable iraprefEon on the minds of wife 
onen. Of this we have a powerful in- 
ftance amongft the- ancients. For their 
wit has lafted much longer than the prac- 
tice of any of their religions. And the 
"very memory of moft of their divine wor- 
fliip had pcriflied, if it had not been ex- 
prefled and preferved by their poets. But 
Mr. Cowley himfelf did of all men liv- 
ing ablior the abufe of Scripture by licen- 
tious raillery •, which ought not only to 
be efteemed the mcaneft kind of wit, but 
the worft fort of ill-manners. This per- 
haps fome men would be loth to hear 

proved^ 
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proved, who praftife it under the falfe 
title of a genteel quality : but the truth of 
it is unqueftionable. For the ordinary ill- 
breeding is only an indecence and offence 
againft fome particular cuftom, or gefture, 
or behaviour in ufe. But this prophane- 
nefs is a violation of the very fupport of 
human fociety, and a rudenefs againft the 
beft manners that all mankind can prac- 
tife, which is, a juft reverence of the Su- 
preme Power of all the world. 

In his Latin poems, he has expreffedf'lo 
admiration, all the numbers of verfe, and 
figures of poely, that are fcattered up and 
down amongft the ancients. There is 
hardly to be found in them all any good 
fafhion of fpeech, or colour of meafiire, 
but he has comprehended it, and given 
inftances of it, according as his feveral ar- 
guments required either a majeftic fpiritj 
or a paffionate, or a pleafant. This is the 
more extraordinary, in that it was never 
yet performed by any fingle poet of the 

Vol. I. D ancient 
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ancient Romans themfelves. They had the 
language natural to them, and fo might 
eafily hdve moulded it into what form or 
humour they pleafed : yet it was their con- 
ftant cuftom, to confine all their thoughts 
and praftice to one or two ways of writing, 
as defpairing ever to compafs all together. 
This is evident, in thofe that excelled in 
odes and fongs, in the comical, tragical, 
epical, elegiacal^ or fatyrical way. And 
this perhaps occafioned the firfl: diftinftion 
and number of the Mufes. For they 
thought the talk too hard for any one of 
them, though they fancied them to be 
goddefles. And therefore they divided it 
among them all ; and only recommended 
to each of them,, the care of a diftin<ft cha- 
radler of poetry and mufic. 

The occafion of his chufing the fub- 
je£t of his fix books of plants, was this : 
when he returned into England, he was 
advifed to diflTemble the main intention of 
his coming over, under the difguife of ap- 
plying 
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plying himfelf to fome fettled profeflion. 
And that of phyfic was thought moft pro- 
per. To this purpofe, after many anato- 
mical diflefllions, he proceeded to the con- 
fideration of Simples ; and having furnilh- 
ed himfelf with books of that nature, he 
retired into a fruitful part of Kcut, where 
every field arid wood might fticw him the 
real figures of thofe plants of which he 
read. Thus he fpeedily mattered that part 
pf the art of medicine. But then, as one 
bfthe ancients did before him in theftudy of 
the law, inftead of employing his Ikiil 
tor praftice and profit, he prefently digcft^ 
cd it into that form which we behold. 

The two firft. books treat of Herbs;, in 
a ftylc refembling the elegies of Ovid and 
Tibullus, in the fweetnefs and freedom 
of the verfe ; but excelling them in the 
ftrength of the fancy, and vigour of the 
fenfe. The third and fourth difcourfe of 
Flowers in all the variety of Catulhtj? 
and HoRACE^s numbers; for the laft of 
* ' D 2 which 
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which authors he had a peculiar reverence^ 
and imitated him, not only in the (lately 
and numerous pace of his odes and epodes^ 
but in the familiar eafinefs of his epiilles 
and fpeeches. The two laft fpeak of Trees, 
b the way of Virgil's Georgics. Of 
thcfe the fixth book is wholly dedicated 
to the honour of his country. For, making 
the Britilh Oak to prefide in the aflembly 
of the foreft trees, upon that occafion he 
enlarges on the hiftory of our late troubles, 
the King's afflidtion and return, and the 
beginning of the Dutch war : and mana- 
ges all in a ftyle, that (to fay all in a 
word) is equal to the greatnefs and valour 
of cheEnglifh nation. 

I TOLD you, Sir, that he was very hap- 
py in the way of Horace's fpeeches. 
But of this there are but two inftances 
preferved : that part of an epiftle to Mr, 
Creswel, with which he concludes his 
preface to his book of plants : and thkt 
copy which is written to yourfclf. I con- 

fels. 
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ftfsj I heartily wifli he had left more ex* 
omples behind him of thb kind : becaufe 
I elteem it to be one of the bed: and moft 
difficult, of all thofe that antiquity has 
taught us. It is certainly the very origi- 
nal of true raillery ; and differs as much 
from fomc of the other Latin fatyrs, as the 
pleafant reproofs of a gentleman, from the 
feverity of a fchooUmafter. I know fome 
men difapprove it, becauie the verfe feems 
to be loofe, and near to the plainnefs of 
common difcourfe. But that which was 
admired by the court of Auguftus, never 
ought to be eftcemed flat, or vulgar. And 
the fame judgement fhould be made of 
mens ftyles, as of their behaviour and car- 
riage : wherein that is moft courtly, and 
hardeft to be imitated, which confifts of a 
. natural eafinefsand unafiefted grace, where 
nothing feems to be ftudicd, yet every 
thing is extraordinary. 

This familiar way of verfe puts me in 
mind of one kind of profe wherein Mr. 

D 3 COWLEV 
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Cowley was excellent; and that is, his let* 
ters to his private friends. In thefe he 
always expreffed the native tendernefs and 
innocent gaiety of his mind. I think. Sir, 
you and I have the greateft coUeftion of 
this fort. But I know you agree with me, 
that nothing of this nature fhould be pub- 
lifbed: and herein you have always con- 
fented to approve of the modeft judgement 
of our countrymen, above the pradlice of 
fome of our neighbours, and chiefly of the. 
French. I make no manner of queftion, 
but the Englilh at this time are infinitely 
improved in this way, above the (kill of 
former ages ; nay, of all countries roun4 
about us, thatpretend to greater eloquence, 
Yet they have been always judicioufly fpar* 
jng, in printing fuch compofures, whilq 
fome other witty nations have tired all their 
prefles and readers with them. The truth 
is, the letters that pafs between particular 
friends, if they ard written as they ought 
to be, can fcarce ever be fit to fee the light. 
They Ihould not confift of fulfome com* 

pUments, 
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pliments, or tedious politics, or elaborate 
elegancies, or general fancies. But they 
fhould have a native clearnefs and Ihort- 
neft, a domeftical plainnefs, and a peculiar 
kind of familiarity 5 which can only affeft 
the humour' of thofe to whom they were 
intended. The very fame paiflages, which 
make writings of this nature delightful 
amongft friends, will lofe all manner of 
tafte when they come to be read by thofe 
that are indifferent. , In fuch letters the 
Ibuls of tiien fhould appear undreffed ; 
and in that negligent habit, they may be 
fit to be feen by one or two in a chamber, 
but not to go abroad into the ftreet* 

The laft pieces, that we have from his 
hands, aredifcourfes, by way of eflays, upon 
fome of the graveft fubjefts that concern 
the contentment of a virtuous mind. Thefe 
he intended as a real charafter of his own 
thoughts, upon the point of his retirement. 
And accordingly you may obferve, that in 
the profc of them, there is little curiofity 
D 4 of 



Digitized by 



Google 



4# THELIFEOF. 

of ornament [r]; but they are written in a 
lower and humbler ftyle than the reft, and, 
as an unfeigned image of his foul ihould be 
drawn, without flattery. I do not fpeak 
this to their difadvantage. For the true 
perfection of wit is, to be pliable to all oc- 
cafions,to walk or fly, according to the na- 
ture of every fubjeft. And there is, no 
doubt, as much art, to have only plain 
conceptions on fome arguments, as there 
is in others to have extraordinary flights. 

To thefe, that he has here left fcarce 
finiflied, it was his defign to have added 
many others. And a little before his death, 
he communicated to me his refolutions, to 
have dedicated them all to my Lord St. 
Albans, as a teftimony of his entire re- 
lpe6ts to him; and a kind of apology for 
having left human affairs, in the ftrength 
of his age, while he might ftill have been 
fcrviceable to his country. But, though he 

[c]-^ little curiofity ofomament'\ i. e. no quaintnefs 
o£ conceit, and no aiFeftation of language* 
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was prevented in this purpofe by this death, 
yet it becomes the office of a friend to 
make good his intentions. I therefore here 
prefume to make a prefent of them to his 
Lordfhip. I doubt not but, according to his 
ufual humanity, he will accept this impcr- 
fefl: legacy, of the man whom he long 
honoured with his domeftic converfation. 
And I am confident his Lordfhip will be- 
lieve it to be no injury to his fame, that in 
thefe papers my Lord St. Ai-bans and 
Mr, Cowley's name fhall be read together 
by pofterity. 

I MIGHT, Sir, have made a longer dit 
courfe of his writings, but that I think it' 
fit to direft my fpeech concerning him 
by the fame rule by which he was wont to 
judge of others. In his efleem of other 
men, he conftantly preferred the good tem- 
per of their minds, and honefly of their 
aftions, above all the excellencies of their 
eloquence or knowledge. The fame courfe 
I will take in his praife, which chiefly 

ought 
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ought to be fixed on his life. For that, 
he defcrves more applaufe from the molt 
virtuous men, than for his other abilities 
he ever obtained from the learned. 

He had indeed a perfeft natural good^ 
ncfs, which neither the uncertainties of his 
condition,northe largenefsof his wit, could 
pervert. He had a firmnefs and ftrength* of 
^mindy that was of proof againft the art of 
poetry itfelf. Nothing vain or fantaftical, 
nothing flattering or infolent, appeared in 
his humour. He had a great integrity and 
plidnnefs of manners ; which he preferved 
to the laft, though much of his time was 
^nt in a nation, and way of life, that is not 
very famous for fincerity. But the truth of 
his heart was above the corruption of ill 
examples : and therefore the fight of them 
rather confirmed him in the contrary virtues. 

There was nothing afFdfted or fingular 
in his habit, or perfon, or gefture. He un- 
derftood the forms of good-breeding enough 

to 
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to praftife them without burdening him- 
self or others. He never opprefled any 
man's parts, nor ever put any man out of 
countenance. He never had any emula- 
tion for fame, or contention for profit 
with any man. When he was in bufinefs, 
he fufFered others importunities with much 
cafinefs : when he was out of it, he was 
never importunate himfelf. His modefty 
and humility were fo great, that, if he had 
not had many other equal virtues, they 
might have been thought diflimulation. 

His converfation was certainly of the 
moft excellent kind; for it was fuch as 
was rather admired by his familiar friends, . 
than by ft rangers at firft fight. Hefurprized 
no man at firft with any extraordinary ap- 
pearance: he never thruft himfelf violently 
into the good opinion of nis company. 
He was content to be known by leifure 
and by degrees : and fo the efteem, that 
was conceived of him, was better ground- 
ed and more lafting. 

In 
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In his ipeechyAcither the pleafantnefs ex« 
eluded gravity, nor was the fobriety of it in- 
confiftent with delight. No man parted wil- 
lingly from his difcourfe : for he fo ordered 
it, that every man was fatisfied that he had 
his {hare. He governed his pafllons with 
great moderation. His virtues were never 
troublefome or uneafy to any. Whatever 
he difliked in others, he only correfte^ it 
by the filent reproof of a better praftice. 

His wit was fo tempered, that no majti 
had ever reafon to wifli it had been lefs; he 
prevented other mcn*s feverity upon it by 
his own : he never willingly recited any of 
his writings. None but his intimate friends 
ever difcovered he was a great poet, by his 
difcourfe. Hisjiearning was large and pro- 
found, well compofed of all ancient and 
modern knowledge. But it fat exceeding 
clofe and handfomely upon him : it was 
not emboffcd on his mind, but enamel- 

kd. 
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He never guided his life by the whi{pers 
w opiRions of the world : yet he had a 
great reverence for a good reputation. He 
hearkened to fame, when it was a juft ccn- 
furer: but not when anextravagantbablen 
He was a paffionate lover of liberty and 
freedom from reftraint both in aftions and 
words: but what honefly others receive 
fron> the direction of laws, he had by na- 
tive inclination ; and he was not behold- 
ing to other men's wills, but to his own, 
for hisinnocence^. 

He performed all his natural and civil 
duties with admirable tendernefs. Hav- 
ing been born after his father's death, and 
bred up under the difcipline of his mother, 
he gratefully acknowledged her care of his 
ieducation to her death, which was in 
the eightieth year of her age. For his three 
brothers he always maintained a conftant 
afFeftion. And having furvived the two 
firlt, he made the third his heir. In his 

long. 
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longdependance on my Lord St. Albany, 
there never happened any manner of dif- 
ference between them : except a little at 
laft, begaufc he would leave his fervice ; 
which only Ihewed the innocence of the 
fervant, and the kindnefs of the matter. 
His friendfhips were inviolable. The fame 
men with whom he was familiar in his 
youth, were his neareft acquaintance at the 
day of his death. If the private courfe of 
his laft years made him contraft his con- 
verfation to a few, yet he only withdrew, 
hot broke off, from any of the others. 

. Hk thoughts were never above nor be- 
low his condition. He never wifhed his 
cftate much larger. Yet he enjoyed what 
he had with all innocent freedom; he never 
made his prefent life uncomfortable, by 
undueexpedlations of future things. What- 
ever difappointments he met with,, they 
only made him underftand fortune better^ 
not repine at her the more : his Mufe in- 
deed once complained, but never his mind, 

He 
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He was accomplilhed with all manner of 
abilities for the greateft bufinefs ; if he 
would but have thought fo himfelf. 

If any thing ought to have been changed 
in his temper and difpofition ; it was bis 
carneft affeftion for obfcurity and retire- 
ment. This, Sir, give me leave to condemn, 
even to you, who I know agreed with him 
in the. fame humour. I acknowledge he 
chofe that ftate of life, not out of any poe- 
tical rapture, but upon a fteady and fober 
experience of human things. But, however, 
I cannot applaud it in him. It is certainly 
a great difparagement to virtue, and learn- 
ing itfelf, that thofe very things which only 
make men ufeful in the world, fhould in- 
cline them to leave it. This ought never 
to be allowed to good men, unlefs the bad 
had the fame moderation, and were willing 
to follow them into the wildernefs. But, 
if the one fhall contend to get out of em- 
ployment, while the other ftrive to get into 
it, the affairs of mankind are like to be in 

fo 
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fo ill a pofture, that even the good men 
themfelvcs will hardly be able to enjoy 
their very retreats m fecurity. 

Yet, I confefs, if any deferved to have 
this privilege, it ought to have been granted 
to him, as foon as any man living, upon 
coniideratiori of the manner in which he 
fpent the liberty that he got. For he 
withdrew himfelf out of the crowd, with 
defires of enlightening and inftrufting the 
minds of thofe that remained in it. It was 
his refolution in that ftation to fcarch into 
the fecrets of divine and human know- 
ledge,, and to communicate what he fhould 
cbferve. He always profefled, that he 
wqntout of the worlds as it was man's, into 
the fame world, as it was nature's, and as it 
was God's. The whole compafs of the crea- 
tion, and all the wonderful efFefts of the di- 
vine wifdom, were the conftant profpe£t of 
his fenfes and his thoughts. And indeed he 
entered with great advantageon the ftudies 
of nature, even as the firft great men of an- 
tiquity 
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tiquity did, who were generally both poets 

gnd philofophcrs. He betook himfelf t6 

^ its contemplation, as well furnifbed with 

found judgement, and diligent obfervationj 

and good method to difcovdr its mjrfte- 

ries, as with abilities to kt it forth in all 
■ 

it§ ornaments* ^ 

This labour about natural fcience wa^ 
the perpetual and uninteri*upted talk of 
that obfcure part of his life. Befides thisj 
we had perfuaded him to look back intff 
hh former ftudies, and to publilh a dif* 
courfe concerning ftyle* In this he Had 
defigned to give an. account of the prcfper 
forts of writing, that were fit for all n\an- 
ner of arguments, to compare the pbr- 
fe(ftions, and imperfections of the author^ 
of antiquity with thofe of this prefent age, 
and to deduce all down to the particular 
ufe of the Englilh genius and language. 
This fubjeft he was very fit to perform I , 
it being moft proper for him to be the 
judge, who had been the beft pra^Pfifer. 

Vol. I. . E But 
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But he icarce lived to draw the firft linei. 
of it. All the footfteps that I can find 
remaming of it» are only fome indigefted 
characters of ancient and modern authors:. 
And now for the future, I altnoft defpair 
ever to fee it well accompIUhedjUnlefs you. 
Sir, would give me leave to name the man 
that {hould undertake it. 

But his laft and principal defign, was 
that which ought to be the principal to 
every wife man ; the eftabliihing his mind 
in the faich he profefled. He was in his 
pradlice exadbly obedient to the ufe and 
precepts of our church. Nor was he in- 
clined to any uncertainty and doubt, as ab- 
horring all contention in indifferent things, 
and much more in facred. But he beheld 
• thedivifions of Chriftendom : he faw how 
many controverfies had been introduced by 
zeal or ignorance, and continued by faftion. 
He had therefore an earneft intention of 
faking a review of the original principles 
of the primitive Church : believing that 

every 
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every frue Chtlftian had no better means 
to fettle his Ipirit, than that which Was 
propofcd fo Mi^EAs and his followers, to 
be the end of their wanderings, 

•^^ — antiquam exquiricc^nsftrcdi [fl*** 

This examination he purpofed Ihould 
reach to our Saviouf's and the Apoftlea 
lives, and their immediate fucceflbrs for 
four or five centuries, till intereft and po- 
licy prevailed over devotion.' He hoped 
to have abfolutcly compafled it in three or 
four years ; and when that was done, there 
to have fixed for ever, without any fhaking 
or alteration in his judgement. Indeed k 
was a great damage to our church, ^h^t 
he lived not to perform it. For very 
much of the primitive light might have 
been expeded from a mind, that was en- 
dued with the primitive meeknefs and in- 
.nocence. And bcfidcs, fuch a work, com- 
ing from one that w s no divine, might 
have been very uleful for this age : wherje- 

• [d] Virg. ^n. in. 96. 
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in it is one of the principal cavils againiE: 
religion, that it is only a matter of intereft, 
and only fupported for the gain of a par- 
ticular profeifion. ' 

But alas ! while he was framing flicTe 
great things in his thoughts, they were un- 
fortunately cut off, together with his life. 
* His folitude, from the very beginning, had 
never agreed fo well with the conftitution 
of his body, as of his mind. The chief 
caufe of it was, that, out of hafte to begone 
away from the tumult and noife of the 
city, he had not prepared fo healthful a 
fituation in the country, as he might have 
done, if he had made a more leifurable 
choice. Of this he foon began to find the 
inconvenience at Barn-Elms, where he was 
afflifted with a dangerous and lingering 
fever. After that, he fcarce ever recovered 
his former health, though his mind was 
reftored to its perfeft vigour : as may be . 
feen by his two laft books of plants, thar 
were written fince that time, and may at 
leaft be compared with the beft of his 
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cdhcr works. Shortly after his removal to 
Chcrtfea, be fell into another confuming 
difeafcr Halving languiflicd under this for 
fome monthi, he feemed to be pretty well 
cured of its ill fynriptoms. But in the 
heat of the laft fummer, by ftaying too 
long amongft his labourers inthe meadow^i 
he was taken with a violent tiefluxion, and 
ftoppage in his breafl: and throat. This 
he at firft negledcd, as an ordinary cold i 
and refufed to fend for his ufual phyfi* 
Clans, till it was pail all remedies ; and fo 
in the end, after a fortnight's ficknefs, it 
proved mortal to him. 
' . '♦' 

. Who can here, Sir, forbear exclaiming on 
{he weak hopes and frail condition of hu* 
man nature ? For as long as Mr. Cowley 
was purfuing the courfe of ambition. In an 
aftive life, which he fcarce efteemed his 
true life; he never wanted a conftant health, 
and/lrengthof body. But as foon as ever he 
had found an opportunity of beginning in- 
deed to live^ and to enjoy himfelf in fecu- 
E 3 rity, 
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fky, his cpntentmenc was firft broken by 
ficknefssa^d at lafthjs death was opqal^e^ 
by his very delight in the country ^nd th9 
geldst which he had long fancied abpve ali 
other pleafurcs. But Ipt us not grieve at 
liiis fatal accident upon his ac^ount^ left we 
Axould feem to repine at the happy changeof 
his condition, and not tQ know that the I9& 
of a few yearsjj which he might longer hav<^ 
Jived, will be rccon^pcufed by an itnmor-^ 
cal memory^ If we complain, let k <mfy 
be for our own f^kes : that in him we are 
ac OQcedeprived of thegreateft natural and 
improved abilities, of the ufefuUdtcon- 
verfation,of the faithfuUeft friendftiip, of a 
mind tbat'praftifed the heft virtues itfelf, 
and a wit that was beft able to recommend 
ihem to others. 

His body was attended to Weftminfter 
Abbey by a great number of pcrfons of 
fhe moft eminent quality, and followed 
-with the praifcs of all good and learned 
Ijien. It lies near the a(hes of Chaucer 
I and 
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mid Spbnser, the two moft famous Eng- 
lifh poets of former times. But whoever 
would do him right, fliould not only equal 
him to the principal ancient writers of our 
own nation, but fliould alio rank his name 
anK)ngft the authors of the true antiquity, 
the bcft of the Greeks and Romans.-^In 
that place there is a monument defigned 
for him, by my Lord Duke of Bucking- 
ham, in teftimony of his affeftion. And 
the Xing himfelf was pleafed to beftowon 
him the beft epitaph, when, upon the news 
ofhts death, his Majefty declared {f]. Thai 
Mr. Cowley bad not left a bitter man be* 
hind bim in England. 

This, Sir, is the account that I thought 
fit to prefent the world concerning him.. 
Perhaps it may be judged, that I have 
fpent too many words on a private man, 
and a fcholar : whofe life was not remark* 

[f\ — bis Majefy declared^ ice. ] Which only fliews, 
^t the curfe of Persivs had fallen npon that 
prince—'^ VirtuUxa videant,int^befcant)aereliai.'* 
Sat» lit. 35« 

*£ 4 able 
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^ble for fuch a variety of events, as ari> 
wont to be . the-^ornaments of this kind of 
relations. I know it. is thc.c^iftom of the 
world, to prefer the pompous hiftories of 
.great roen, before the gr^ateft virtues of 
others, whofe lives have been led in a courfe 
Jefs illuftrious. This indeed is t|ie gene- 
ral humour. But I believe it to b^ an err 
ror in mens judgemenijs. JF^r certainly 
that is a more profitable inftrudiori, which 
may be taken from the eminent goododfe 
of men of lower rank, than that which 
we learn from the fplendid reprcfentadons 
of the battles, and viftories, and buildings, 
and fayings, of great commander^ and 
princes. Such fpecious matters, as they 
are felddm delivered with fidelity, fo thev 
ferve but for the imitation of a very few, 
and nathei' make for the oftentation than 
.thetrueinformationof human life. Where- 
. as it is from the prafticc of men equal to 
purfelyesjthatwcare more naturally taught 
how to command 'our paffions, to direft 
Qur knpwlcd^ej and to govern oyr aftions^ 
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For this rcafon, I have fome hope, that 
a charafter of Mr. CowtEY may be of 
good advantage to our nation. For what 
he wanted in titles of honour and the giftg 
of fortune, was plentifully, fupplied by 
many other excellencies, which make per* 
haps lefs noife, but are more beneficial for 
example. This, Sir, was the principal end 
t>f this long.difcourfe. Befides this, I had 
another dcfign it it, that only concerns 
ourfelves 5 that, having this pifture of his 
life fet before us, we may ftill keep him 
alive in our memories, and by this means 
may have fome fmall reparation for our 
iaejcpreffible lofs by his death. Sir, I am, 

Your mqft Jiumble, 

and moft afFeftionatefervant, 

T. SPRAT. 



^^^ajrta^ 
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ILLUSTRISSIMAM ACADEMIAM 
CANTABRIGIENSEM, 

HOC ttbt de ntto, ditiffimft mater, «gen« 
.E^iguum immenfi pignus amoris babe* 
Heu, , mcjiora tibi depromere doaa y<Jente» 

AftringJt gratas parcior area manus* 
Tune tui poteris vocem hic agno&ere nati 

Tarn male fojrmatam, diffimilemque tuae ? 
Tune h)C materni veftigia facra debris, 

Tu fpeculum poteris hic reperire tuum i 
Poft Iongum> dices, Coulei, fie mihitempui^ * 

Sic mihi fperanti, perfide, multa redis I 
Qux, ^ices, Sagae LemurefqueDeaeque, nocentet, 

Huncmihi in snfantis fuppofuere loco ? . 
At tu, (anda parens', crudelis tu ijuoque, nati 

Ne traces doxtrst vukiera cnida radi. 
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Hei mihi, quid hto genetrix accedis inrquo I 

Sit fors, <ed non iis, ipfa, noverca mihi. 
Si mihi natali Muiarum adolefcefe in arvo^ 
, Si bene diledojiixuriare folo. 
Si mihi dc do^ liciiiflet plenius undS 

Haurire, ingentem fi fatiare fitim, 
Noa^o degeaeri diifaitabilts ore redircm. 

Nee legeres nomen fufa rubore meum. 
Scis bene, fcis quae me tempeftas publica mundi 

Raptatrix veJtro fuftulit e gremio, 
STec pede adhuc fttiro, nee firmo deiite, negati 

Pofcentem querulo murmure laftis opem. 
Sic quondam^ aeiiinn vento bellante per squor, 

Cumgravidum autumnum faeva flagellat hyemS| 
Immatura fua vdluntur ab arbore ponia j 

£t vi vida cadunt ; arbor & ipfa gemit. 
Nondum fuccus ineii: terras generofus avitas, 

Nondum fol rofeo redditur ore pater. 
O mihi jucundum Grantat fuper omnia nomen I 

O penitus toto corde receptus anior I 
O pulcrae fineluxu sedes, vitaeque beatae, 

Splehdida paupertas, ingenuufque decor ! 
O chara ante alias, magnorum nomine regum 

Digna domus ! Trini nomine digria Dei ! 
O nimium Cereris cumulati munere campi, 

Pofthabitis Ennae quos colit ilia Jugis ! 
Ofacri fontes ! & facrae vatibus umbrae, 

Quas r^preant avium Pieriduip^ue chori ! 

I O Camus ! 
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O Camus ! Phcebo nuUus quo gpttior amnis ! 

Amnibus auriferis invidiofos inopi ! 
Ah mihi fi veftrx reddat bona gaudia fedis, 

Detque Deus do<Sla pofTe quiete frui ! 
Qualis eram, cum me tranquilla mente fedentem 

Vidifti in ripa, Came ferem, tua 5 
Mulcentem audifti puerili flumina cantu ; 

Ille quidem immerito^ fed tibi gratus erat. 
Nam, memini ripa.cum tu dignatus utraque, 

Dignatum eft totum verba referre nemus. 
Tunc liquidis tacitifque fimul mea vita diebus^ 

Et fimilis veftrae Candida fluxit aquae. 
At nunc coenofae luces, atqiie obice multo 

Rumpitur aetatis turbidus ordo meae. 
Quid mihi Sequana opus, TamicCsve aut Thjr- 
bridis unda ? 

Tu potis es noftram tollere. Came, fitim. 
Felix, qui nunquam plus uno viderit amne ! 

Quique eadem Salicis littora more colit { 
Felix, qui non tentatus fordefcere mounduSj^ 

Et cui pauperies nota nitere poteft ! 
Tempore cui nullo mifera experientia conftat,^ 

Ut res humanas fentiat efle nihil t 
At nos exemplis fortuna inftruxit opimis, 

Et documentorum fatque fuperquededit. 
Cum capite avulfum diadema, infmStiquc fceptra» 

Contufafque hominum forte minante minas, 

Parcarum 
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£t verfas^fundo Vidimus orbis op^. 
Quis poterk fra^teih poll talia credere puj^ni 

Infami fCDpuKs lisiifragUfque mart I 
Tuquoque in hoc terrse treinuifti,Academia>motu* 

(Nee fruftra) atque aedcs contremu^re tuse : 
Contremuere ipfae pacatae Palladis acres ; 

£t timutt fiilmen laurest fan£b novum. 
Ah quanquam iratum, peftemhanc averterenumeir^ 
. Nee faltem beHis ifta licere, velit f 
* Nos, tua progenies, pereamus ; & ecce, perlmus ! 

In nos jus habeat : jus habet omne malum. 
Tu ftabilis brevium genus immortale nepotum 

Fundes ; nee tibi mors ipfa fuperftes erit ; 
'Semper plena manens uteri de fonte perenni 

Formofas mittes ad mare mortis aquas. 
Sic Venus Humana quondam, Dea faucia dextra^ 

(Namque folent ipfis bella nocere Deis) 
Imploravit opem fuperum, queftufque cievif, 

Tihxit adorandus Candida membra cruor. 
Quid quereris ? eontemne breves fecura dolores : 

Nam tibi ferre neeem vulnera nulla valent. 
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AUTHOR'S PREFACfi 

1* o 

His Edition in Fdio, i656« 

A T my return lately into England [/ J# 
•*^ I met by great accident (for foch I 
account it to be, that any copy of it (hould 
be extant any where fo long^ tmlefe ae 
his houfe who printed it) a book enutuledy 
The Iron Age, and publifhed under my 
name, diTring the time of my abfence. I 
wondered very much how one who could 
be fo foolifli to write lb ill verfes^- fhould 
yet be fo wife to fet them forth as another 
man's rather than his own ; though per- 
haps he might have made a better choice, 
and not fathered the baftard upon fucb 



[/] In 1656. 
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oiperfon, i^hofe^ftock of reputation Is^ t 
^ar, little enough for maintenance of his 
own numerous legitimate off-fpring of that 
Icind. It would have been much lefs in* 
jurious, if it had pleafed the author to put 
forth fbme of my \vritings under his owri 
name, rather than his own under mine : 
he had been in that a more pardonable 
plagiary^ and had done lefs wrong by rob- 
bery, than he does by fuch a bounty; for 
nobody can be juftified by the imputa- 
tion even of another's merit ; and our own ^ 
coarfc cloaths are like to become us bet- 
ter than; thofe of another man, though 
never fo rich : but thefc, to fay the truth, 
werefo beggarly, that I myfeif was afhamed 
to wear them. It was in vain for me, that 
I avoided cenfure by the concealment of 
my own writings, if my reputation could 
be thus executed inefigie ; and impoflible 
it is for any good name to be in fafety^ 
if the malice of witches have the power 
to confume and deftroy it in an image of 
their own making. This indeed was fo 

ill 
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ill made» and fo unlike^ that I hope the 
charm took no efFcdt. So that I efteem 
mylelf kfs prejudiced by it, than by that 
which has been done to me fince, almoft 
in the fame kind ; which is, the publica- 
tion of fome things of mine without my 
confentor knowledge, and tholefo mangled 
and imperfeft, that I could neither with 
honour acknowledge, nor with honcfty 
quite difavow them. 

Of which fort, wa^ a comedy called The- 
Guardian^ printed in the year 1650; but 
made and afted before the Prince, in his 
paflage through Cambridge towards York, 
ac the beginning of the late unhappy war ^ 
or rather neither made nor afted, but 
rough-drawn only, and repeated ; for the 
hafte was fo great, that it could neither 
be revifed or perfected by the- author, nor 
learned without-book by the aftors, nor 
fet forth in any meafure tolerably by the 
officers of the college. After the repre- 
fentation (which, I confcfs, was fomewhat 

Vol. I. F cf 
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of the lateft) I began to bok it over» 
and changed it very much^ ftriking out 
fome whole parts^ as that of the poet and 
the foldier ; but I have loft the copy, and 
dare not think it deferves the pains to 
write it again, which makes me omit it 
in this publication, though there be fome 
things in it which I am not afhamed of, 
taking the excufe of my age and fmall ex- 
perience in human converfation when I 
made it. But, as it is, it is only the hafty 
firft-fitting of a piflure, and therefore like 
to rcfcmble me accordingly. 

From this, which has happened to my- 
fclf, I began to refleft on the fortune of 
almoft all writers, and efpecially poets, 
whofe works (commonly printed after their 
deaths) we find ftuffed out, either with 
counterfeit pieces, like falfe money put in 
to fill up the bag, though it add nothing 
to the fum •, or with fuch, which, though 
of their own coin, they would have called 
in themfelves, for the bafenefs of the allay : 

whether 
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Whether this proceed from tiilt indifcrction 
of their friends, who think a, vaftheap of 
ftones or r^bbifli ar better monument than 
a little tomb of marble^ or bjr the ynWor- 
thy avarice of fome ftationers, who are 
content to diminilh the value of the au- 
thor, fothey may increkfe the price of the 
book; and, like vintneri, with'fophifti* 
cate mixtures, fpoil the whole veflel of 
wine, to make it yield more profit. This 
has been the cafe with Shakespear» 
Fletcher, Jonso^, and many others ; 
part of whofe poems I Ihould take the 
boldiiefs to prune and lop away, if the care 
of replanting them in print did belohg to 
me [g]: neither would I make any fcruple 
- to cut ofFffom fortie the unneteflary young 
fuckers, and from others the old withered 
branches -, for a great wit is no more tied 
to live in a Vaft volume, than in a sjigan- 
tic body ; on the contrary, it Is com- 
monly more vigorous, the lefs fpace it 

[g] The editor's apology for the liberty taken in 
this edition, iih^exnade by the author himfelf. 

F 2 animates. 
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animates. And, as Statius fays of little 
Tydeus [/»], 

—— Totos infufa per artus 
Major in exiguo regnabat corpore yirtus. 

I am not ignorant, that, by faying this of 
others, I expofe myfelf to fome raillery^ 
for not ufing the fame fevere difcretion in 
my own cafe, where it concerns me nearer : 
But though I publifh here more than m 
ftridt wiftiom I ought to have done, yet I 
have fuppreil and caft away more than I 
publifh ; and, for the eafe of myfelf and 
others, have loft, I believe too, more thaa 
both. And upon thefe confiderations I 
have been perfuaded to overcome all the 
juft repugnances of my own modefty, and 
to produce thefe poems to the light and 
view of the world ; not as a thing that I 
, approved pf in itfelf, but as a lefs evil, 
which I chofe rather than to ftay till it 
were done for me by fomebody elfe, ei- 
ther furreptitioufly before, or avowedly af- 

WSut, Thcb.l. 1.416. 
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ter, my death : and this will be the more 
excufablC) when the reader ihall know in 
what refpeftshe may look upon .me as a 
dead, or at leaft a dying perfon,and upon 
my Mufe in this adion, as appearing, like 
the Emperor Charles the Fifth, and af- 
Miog at her own funeral. 

For, to makemyfelf abfolutely dead in 
a poetical cipacity, my refolution at pre- 
fent is, never to exercife any more that fa- 
culty. It is, I confefs, but feldom feen 
that the poet dies before the man ; for, 
wheh we once fall in love with that be- 
witching art, we do not ufe to court it as' 
a mifkrefs, but marry it as a wife, and take 
it for better or worfe, as an infcparable 
companion of our whole life. But, as the 
marriages of infants do but rarely profper, 
fo no man ought to wonder at the dinri* 
nution or decay of my affection to poefy 5 
to which I had contracted myfelf fo much 
under age, and fo much to my own pre- 
judice in regard of thofe more profitable 
F 3 matches. 
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mdtcheS) which I might haVe made among 
thd ritiier fciences. As for' the portion 
which ?this brings of fakAty it is ah cftate 
(if it be any, for men are not oftener de- 
ceived in their hopes of widows, than in 
•their opinbn of, " Excgi monumentum 
** sereperennius-^") tbathardly cvcrcomes 
in whilft w^ are Uving to enjoy it, but is a 
fantaftical kind of rcverfibn to our own 
felves: ^neither ought any man to envy 
poets this pofthumous and imaginary hap- 
pinefs, fince they find commottly fo lit- 
tle in prefent, that it may be trply applied 
to themy which St. Paul fpeaks of the 
[ firft Chriftians, **If their reward be in 
"this life, they arc of all men the molt 
^'miftrabV 

And, if in quiet and flourifhing times 
they meet with fo fmall encouragement, 
what are they to expeft in rough and 
troubled ones ? If wit be fuch aplant, that 
it fcaree receives heat enough to preferve 
it ^live cvep in the fummer of our cold 

tlitpW^^ 
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cliniate, how can it choofebut wither in a 
Jong and a (harp winter ? A warlike, va*- 
rious, and a tragical age is beft to write 
.pf, but worft to write in. And I may, 
chough in a very unequal proportion, af- 
fume that to myielf, which was fpoken by 
TuLLY to a much better perfon, upon oc- 
cafion of the civil wars and revolutions in 
his time " Sed in te intuens, Brutt, doleo : 
•* cujus in adolefcentiam,permediaslaudes, 
" quafi quadrigis vehentem, tranfverfa in- 
^* currit mifera fortuna reipublicse [/]/* 

Neither is theprefent cortftitution of 
my mind more proper than that of the 
times for this exercife, or rather divertife- 

'ment. There* is nothing that requires fo 
much ferenity and chearfulnefs of fpirit ; 

Mr muft not be either overwhelmed with 
the caresof life, orovercaft with the clouds 
of melancholy and forrow, or fhaken and 
difturbed with the ftorms of injurious for- 
tune 5 it muft, like the halcyon, have fair 

W Cic. deClar. Orator. § 351, 

F 4 weather 
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.weather to breed in. The fool mud be 
filled with bright and delightful ideasi^ 
when itundertakes to commukiicafie delight 
to others ; which is the mam end of poefy. 
One may fee through the ftyle of Ovid de 
Trift. the humbled and dejcftcd condition 
of fpirit with which he wrote it ; there 
fcarce remains any footftep of that genius, 

— quern nee Jovis ira, ncc ignes [ij, &c. 

The cold of the country had ftrucken 
through all his faculties, and benumbed 
<he very feet of his verfes. He is himfelf, 
methinks, like one of the ftories of his 
own Metamorphofis ; and, though there 
remain fome weak refemblances of Ovid 
at Rbme, it is but, as he fays of Niobe [/J, 

In vultu color eft fine fanguine : lumina moeftis 
Stant inunota genis ; nihil eft in imagine vivi.— - 
Flet tamen — ^ 

The truth is, for a man to write well, it 
is neceffory to be in good humour j nci- 

[/f]Metain. 1. XV..871. 
(/] Meum, I. vi. 30^^. 
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ther t$ wit left eclipied with the unquiet- 
nefs of mind, than beauty with the indi£- 
pofition of body. So that it is almoft as 
hard a thing to be a poet in defpight of 
fortune, as. it is in defpight of nature. For 
my own part, neither my obl^adons to 
th<e Mufes, nor expectations from them, 
are fo great, ^.that I Ihould fuflPer myfelf 
on no conliderations to be divorced, or that 
1 Ihould fay like Horace [i»], 

Quifquiserit vit3e,''fcribam, color* 

I {hall rather ufe his words in another 
place [»], 

Vixi Camenis nuper idoneus, 
£t toillitavi non fine gloria : 

Nunc arma, defundiunque bello . 
, Barbiton hie paries habebit. . 

And tjhis refolution of mine does the mope 
befit rifie, becaufe my defire has been for 
fome yi^ars pad (though the execution has 
been accidentally diverted) and does flill 

[m] Hor. 2 Sat, i. 6o« 

[«] 3 Carin, Ode xxy'u " Vixi pucUis." 8cc. 
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vehemendy continue, to mire myfelf to 
fpme of our American planjations, not to 
feck for gold> or inrich niyfelf with the 

J traffic of thdfe parts (which is the end of 
moll: men that travel thither ; fo that of 

<€hefe Indies it is truer than it M^as of the 
former, • 

Iihpiger extremos currit mercator ad Indos, 
"' Per mare pliuperiem fugiens — [o]) 

but to foriake this world for eVer, with all 
the vanities and vexations of it, and to bury 
.myielf ttienein fome obfcui£ retreat (but 
not without the confolation of letters and 
philofophy) 

Oblitufquemeorum,oblivifcendus & illis — [p] 
as my former author Ipeaks too, who has 
indeed me here, I know not how, into the 
.pedantry of this heap of Latin fentenccs. 
And I think Dr. Donne's Sun-dyal in a 
grave is not more ufelefs and ridiculous, 
than poetry would be in that retirement. 

[tf] Hor. 1 Ep. i. 45- 
' [^] Hot, I Ep. xi. 9. 

As 
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As this therefore is in a true ftnfe a kind 
of death to the Mufes, and a real literal 
quitting of this world ; fi>» metbinks^ I 
4nay*make a juft claim to the undoubted 
privilege of deceafed poets, which is^ to be 
read with more favour than the living i 

Tanti eft ut placcam tibij ptrire [y]. 

Having been forced, for my own nc- 
ceflary juftificacion, to trouble the reader 
with this long difcourfeof the reafons why 
I trouble him alfo with all the reft of the 
book ; I (hall only add ibmewhat con- 
cerning the feveral parts of it, and fome 
other pieces, which I have thought fit to 
rgefl in this publication : as, firft, all thofe 
which I wrote at fchool, from the age of 
ten years, till after fifteen 5 for even ib 
far backward there remain yet fome traces 
pf me in the little footfteps of a child j 
which, though they were then looked upon 
^s commendable extravagancies in a boy 
(men fetting a value upon any kind of 

^f] M^Mtial, lib. viii. ep. 6g» 
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fruit before the ufual feafon of it) yet I 
would be loth to.be bound now to refad 
them all over myfelf ; and therefore IhbuM 
do ill to cKpeft that patience from others. 
Befides, they have already paft througji 
feveral editions, which is a longer life -than 
ufes to be enjoyed by infants that are born 
before the ordinary terms. * They had the 
-good fortune then to find the wprld fo 
indulgent (for,cQn(idering the tinie pf their 
produAion, who could be fo hdrd- hearted 
to be fevcre ? that I fcarce yet apprch^rji 
{6 much to be cenfured for .thecn, is 
for not having made advances after- 
« wards proportionable to the ipeed of mjr 
fetting out j and am obliged too in -a man- 
ner by difcrcftion to conceal and fupprefs 
them, as promifes and inftruments under 
my own hand, whereby I fl:ood engaged^- 
for more than I have been sible to per- 
form ; in which truly if I have failed, ' I 
have the real excufe of the honefteft fort 
of bankrupts, which is,- to have been ma^c 
unfolvable, not fo. much by their own neg- 
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ligence and ill-hufbaadry, as by fome no- 
torious accidents and public diiafters. In 
the next place, 1 have caft away all fuch 
pieces as I wrote during the time of the 
late troubles, with any relation to the dif- 
ferences that caufed them; as, among 
others, three books of the civil war itfelf, 
reachmg as far as the firft battle of New- 
bury, where the fucceeding misfortunes of 
the party ftopt the work. 

As for the enfuing book, it confifts of 
four partS; The firft is a Mifcellany of fe- 
veral fubjefts,- and fome of them made 
when I was very young, which it is per- 
haps fuperfluous to tell the reader; I know 
not by what chance I have kept copies of 
them ; for they are but a very few in com- 
parifon of thofe which I have loft ; and I 
think they have no extraordinary virtue in 
them, to deferve more care in prefervation^ 
than was. beftowed upon their brethren ; 
for which 1 am fo little concerned, that I 
am aftiamed of the arrogancy of the word, 
when I faid, 1 had loft them. 

The 
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Th£ fecond, is called. The MftrefSy of 
LDve-VerfeS ; for fo it is, that poets arc 
fcarce thought freemen of their company, 
without paying fome duties, and obliging 
thcmfelves to be true to love. Sooner of 
later they muft all pais through that trial, 
like fofne Mahometan monks, that are 
bound by their order, once at leaft in their 
life, to make a pilgrimage to Mecca : 

In furias ignemque ruunt ; amor omnibus 
idem [r]. 

But we muft not always make a judgement 
of their manners from their writings of 
this kind ; as the Romanifts uncharitably 
do of Beza, for a few lafcivious fonncts 
compofed by him in his youth. It is not in 
this fehfe that poefy Ts faidto be a kind of 
painting ; it is not thepiftureof the poet, 
but of things and perfons imagined by him^ 
He may be in his own praftice and dil- 
poiition a phi}ofopher,nay a Stoic, and yet 

[r] Virg. Gcorg iii. 244. 
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ipeak fometimes with the foftncfi of ati 
amorous Sappho, 

— — ferat & rubus afper amomum [s]. 

He profeiles too much the ule of fabler 
(though without the malice of deceiving) 
to have his teftimony takeft even agalnfl: 
himfelf. Neither would I here be mif? 
underilood, as if I afFe<%ed fo much gra* 
vity, as to be afhamed to be thought real* 
ly in love. On the contrary, 1 cannot 
have a good opinion of any man, who is 
not at lead capable of being fo. But I 
fpcak. It to cxcufe fome expreffions (if 
fuch there be) which may happen to of- 
fend the feverity of fupercilious readers : 
for much excels is to be allowed in love, 
and even more in poetry •, fo we avoid 
the two unpardonable vices in both, which 
are obfcenity and prof4nenefs, of which 
I am fgre, if my words be ever guilty, 
they have ill reprefented my thoughts and 
intentions. And if, notwithftanding all 

[s] Virg. Eel. iii. 89. 
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this, the %htnefs of the matter here clir» 
pleaft any body ; he may fipd wherewithal 
to content his more iierioys inclinatbns in 
the weight and height of the enfuing ar? 
guments* 

For, as for the Pindaric Odes (which is 
the third part), I am in great doubt whether 
they will be underftood by moft readers ; 
nay, even by very many who are well' 
enough acquainted with the common roads 
and ordinary traits of poefy. They cither 
are, or at lead were meant to be, of that 
kind of ftyle which Dion. Halicarnas- 

SBUS calls, UifAKc^uU iii i^v^ li-iii J'iiyirnj&^ 

and which he attributes to AtCiCus : the 
digrcffions are many, and fudden, and 
fometimes long, according to the fafhion of 
all lyriques, and of Pindar above all nien 
living. The figures are unufual and bold, 
even to temerity, and fuch as 1 durft not 
have to do withal in any other kind of 
poetry : the numbers are various and ir- 
regular, and fometimes (elpecially fomc 

of 
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6f the long ones) fecm harfh and uncotjth^ 
ijf the juft mcafurcs and cadences be not 
obfcrved in the pronunciation. So that 
almoft all their fweetnefs and numerofity 
(which is to be found, if I miftake nor^ 
in the rougheft, if rightly repeated) lies 
in a manner wholly at the mercy of the 
reader, I have briefly defcribed the na* 
ture of thefe verfes, in the Ode entitulcd. 
The RefurreSion : and though, the liberty 
t)f them may incline a man to believe them 
cafy to be compofed, yet the undertaker 
will fi/ld it othcrwife — 

V 

— Utfibi quivis 
Spefet idem I fudetmultuitt, fruftraqlie laboi'et 
Aufus idem [if]. 

I COME now to the laft part, which is 
iDavideis, or an heroical poem of the trou<* 
bles of David : which I defigned into 
twelve books ; not for the tribes fake, but 
after the pattern of our matter Virgil; 
and intended to clofe all with that moft 

[/] Hor. A. ?• 240. 
Vol* I* G poetical 
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poetical and excellent elqgy of David o« 
the death of Saul and Jonathan : for I 
had no niind to carry him quite on to hi^ 
anointing at Hebron, becaufe it is the 
cuftom of heroic poets (as we fee by the 
examples of Home ft and ViRoii,, whom 
we fiiould do ill to forfake to imitate 
others) never to come to the full end of 
their ftory ^ but only lb near, that every 
one may fee it ; as noen commonly play 
not out the game, when it ia evident that 
they can win it, but lay down their cards^ 
and take up what they have won,. This» 
I fay, was the whole defign, in whicb 
there arc many iK)ble and fertile argu- 
ments behind •, as the barbarous cruelty 
of Saul to the priefts at Nob, the feveraL 
flights and efcapes of David, with the 
manner of his living in the Wildernefs,, 
the funeral of Samuel, thebveof Abigal„ 
the facking of Ziglag, the lofs and reco- 
very of David's wives from the Amale- 
kites, the witch of Endor, the war with. 
the Philiftines,, and the battle of Gilboa v 

ali 
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aU which I meant to intenvdaye, upm h- 
Veral occafions^ ^ith aioft of tdie iliaiftrious 
fiorks of the Oid Teftament, and to eoir 
helUfli ' with, the mofk remarkable ^niiqui^ 
ties of the J^ews and of other: nations be^ 
£ox€ oc at . that age« 

But I have had neither leifure hitherto^ 
nor have appetite at prefent, to finifh the 
.work, or To much as to revife that part 
which is done, with that care which I re-* 
•folvcd to beftow upon it, and which the 
dignity of the matter well deferve^. For 
what worthier fubjeft could have been 
chofen, among all the treafuries of paft 
times, than the life of this young prince ^ 
who, fmm fo fmall beginnings, through 
fuch infinite troubles and oppofitions, by 
fuch miraculous virtues and excellencies, 
and with fuch incomparable variety of won- 
derful adtions and accidents, became the 
greateft monarch that ever fat on the moft 
famous throne of the whole earth ? Whom 
fliould a poet more juftly feek to honour, 
G 2 than 
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I 

than the higheft perfon who ever honoured 
;his profeffion ? whom a Chriitian poet, ra- 
ther than the man after God's own heart, 
and the. man who had that facred preemi- 
nence above all other princes, to be the 
bell and mightied: of that royal race 
from whence Chrift himfelf, according to 
the fiefh, difdained not to defcend i 

When I confider this, and how many- 
other bright and magnificent fubjedts of 
the like nature the holy Scripture af- 
fords and proffers, as it were, to poefy j 
in the wife managing and illuftrating 
whereof the glory of God Almighty might 
.be joined with the lingular utility and no- 
bleit delight of mankind; it is not without 
grief and indignation that I behold that<li- 
vinefcience employing all her inexhauftible 
riches of wit and eloquence, cither in the 
wicked and beggarly flattery of great per- 
fons, or the unmanly idolizing of fooliih 
women, or the wretched afieftation of fcur- 
ril laughter, or at beft on the confufed 

antiquated 
I 
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antiquated dreams of fenfelefs^ fables and 
metamorphofes. Amongft ill holy and 
confecrated things, which tHfc devil ever 
ftoleand alienated from thefeiVice of the 
.Deity'; as altars, temples, facrifices^prayers, 
and the like ; there is none that he founi- 
verfally, and fp long ufurpt, as poetry. 
It is time to recover it out of the tyrant's 
hands, and to reftore it to the kingdom 
of God, who is the father of it. It is 
time to baptize it in Jordan, for it will 
never become clean by bathing in the 
water of Damafcus. There wants, me- 
thinks^ but theconverfion of that, and the 
Jews, fortheaccompjilhmentof the king- 
dom of Chrift. And as meo^ before their 
receiving of the faith, ^db not without 
fome carnal rcluftancies appfehend the 
bonds and fetters of it, but find it after- 
wards to be the trueft and greatcftliberty : 
it will fare no otherwife with this art, 
after the regeneration of it; it will meet 
with wonderful variety of new, more beau- 
tiful, and more delightful objefts ; neither 
G 3 will 
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will it want room^ by being coftfined tb 
beavem- .■ 

• THERfe Is not fo great a lye to be found 
in any poet, as the vulgar toftefeit cf men, 

-that lying is eflential to go6d poetry. Were 
ihere never lb wholefome nourifhnfient to 
be had (but alas, it breeds nothing but 
difeafes) out « of thcfe boafted feafts of 

• love and fables'-, yet; methintts, the un- 
' alterable continuance of the diet Ihould 
-make us naufcate it*; for it is almoft im- 

• poflible to ferve up any new difh of that 
kirid. They are all but the cold-meats of 

'the ancients, new-heated, and new fet 
forth. I do not at all wonder that the 
old pdeti' made fome rich crops Cut of 
thefc grounds j th^ heart of the foil was 
not thpn-wrought out with continual ti^ 
Jage ; but what can we expeft now, who 
come a gleaning, not after the firft reapers, 
but after • the very beggars ? Befides, 
though thofe mad (lories of the gods 
j^pd heroes feem i^ themfelves fo- ridi- 

fylpus} 
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tMloufe; yet they were then the whole 
body (or rjfthcr chaos) of the theology of 
thofe times* They were believed by all, 
tut a few philofophers, and perhaps fomc 
iatfaeifts) and ferved to good purpofe a- 
tnong the vulgar (as pitiful things as they 
i^re), in ftrcngthening the authority of law 
Vith the terrors of confciencc, and expefta- 
tion of certain rewards and unavoidable 
punifiimentsw There was no other religion ; 
and therefore that was bettel* than none at 
alL But to us, who* have no need of 
them,, to us, who deride their folly, arid 
-art wearied with their impercinencies ; they 
ought to appear no better arguments for 
verfe, than thofe of their worthy fuccefibrs, 
the knights errant. What can we ima» 
ginemore proper for the ornaments of wit 
or learning in the ftory of Deucalion than 
in that of Noah ? Why will not the ac- 
tions of Sampson afford as plentiful mat-* 
tcr as the labours of Hercules ? Why 
is not Jeptha's daughter as good a wo- 
man asIPHiGENiA i and the friendlhip of 
G 4 David 
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Payj[d 3ind Jonathan more worthy celo^ 
bration than that of Theseus and Pxrii- 
*rH0us ? iPocs not the paffag? of Mosss 
and the, Ifraelites into the -Holy Lan4 
yield incomparably mare poetica) varitty 
thao the voyages of Ui-Vsses or JEisfZAS ? 
Are theobfolctethread-baretales of Thebes 
and Troy half fo ftored with great, hc-r 
roica)^ and fupernatural $i&ions (ftnce verfc 
will needs find or make fuch), as the wars 
of Joshua, of the Judges, of David, and 
fivers others i Can all the transformations 
of the gods give fuch copious hints to 
flourifh and expatiate on, as the true mir 
racles of Chrift, or of his prophets and 
^poftles? What do I ioftance in thefe few 
particulars? AU the bpoks of the Bible 
^re either already moft admirable and ex? 
alted pieces of poefy, or are the beft mate^r 
fxsi\s in ;h? world fof it, 

Y^T, thovjgh they be in themfelves fp 
proper to be made ufe of for this purpofe ; 

Ronfe but a goo^ artift wiliknow how ^9 
" ' ^ dQ 
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do it : neither tnuft we think to cut and 
polifli diamonds with (6 little pains and 
jkill as we do marble. For, if an^ man 
defign tocompofea facred poenif by onljr 
turning a ftory of the Scripture, like Mr^ 
Qajjuslles's, or ibme other godly matter,N 
Jike Mr. Heywood of angels, into rhyme; 
to is fo far from elevating of pocfy, that 
he only abafes divinity. In brief, he who 
can write a prophane poen\ well, may 
write a divine one better 1 but ho who 
can do that but ill, will do this much 
worfe. The fame fertility of invention 5 
the fame wifdom of difpofition ; the £une 
judgement in obfcrvance of decencies 
the fame luftre and vigor of elocution 
the fame modefty and majefty of number 
briefly, the fame kind of habit, is required 
to both : only this latter allows better ftuflf; 
and therefore would look more deform- 
cdly, ill dreft in it. I am far from af- 
foming to myfelf to have fulfilled the 
duty of this weighty undertaking : but 
furf I am, there is nothing yet in our 

language 
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language (nor peHiaps in any) that is 
ib illy degree ahfwer^ble to the idea that 
1 toncdve of it. "And 1 (hall be ambi* 
tious of no other fruit from this weak 
isbd im^cifeft attempt of mine, but tfic 
opening of a way to tht courage and iti- 
duftry of feme other perfons, who may 
be better able to perform it thoroughly 
4nd faccdsfblly'. 



^ •!? 4? 4» 

* * 4? 
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THE AUTHOR'S JPREFACE 

TO 

THE CUTTER OF COLEMAN-STREETf^. 

A COMEDY, called the Guardkui, 
*^ -and made by me when I was veiy 
youngs was.a<%ed formdrly at Cambridge; 
wd feveral times after, privately, dofiiig 
the troubles, as I am told, with good ap- 
probation^ as it has been lately, too at 

[u] This comedy has confiderable merit. The 
dialogue is eafy enough, and many t)f the fcenes plea- 
fant. Andy though the fubjeA be fercical, and the 
plot too much in theSpanifh tafte ofintrlgue, I (hovk!* 
perhaps, have inferted the Cutter of CoUman-JImtixi 
the prefent colle6lion, if, agreeably to the plan and 
purpofe of this publication, I could have fouhd 
room for fo long a work. However, the Preface could 
}>y no means be omitted, as it ferves to let us into the 
writer's character, and is written, throughout, in his 
own fpirit. 

Dublin. 
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t. 

DuUik; ' There being many things in it 
idnoli r! flbflikedy and finding myfclf for 
jbiiie()ays idle, and alone in the country^ 
I fcU upon the changing . of it almpfk 
triioHy^ as now it is, and as it was played 
finceat his Royal Highnefs's theatre under 
this new name. It met at the firft repre- 
fetitadon with no favourable reception; 
and I think there.was fomething of fadtion 
s^ttflft it, by the early appearance of fome 
mens difapprobation before they hadffeen 
; enough of it to build their diflike upon 
thdr judgement. < Afterwards it got fome 
gfouiid, and found friends, as well as ad- 
▼erfaries. In which condition I fhould 
willingly let it die, if the main imputation 
under which it fulFered had been fhot only 
againft my wit or art in thefe matters,, and 
noc cKrcfted againft the tendereft parts 
cf human reputation, good- nature, good- 
manners, and piety itfelf. 

The firft clamour, which fome mali- 
cious perfons raifed, and made a great noife 

with. 
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-<nth, was, that it was a piece intended for 
abufe and fatire againft the KingTs ptftjr. 
Good God! againft the K\ngH. pvtfi 
After having ferved it twenty years» dur- 
ing all the time of their misfortunes and af* 
fliftions 5 I muft be a very falh and im- 
prudent perfon, if I chofe out thatof thrir 
reftitution to begin a quarrel with dienib 
I muft be too much a madman to be 
trufted with fuch an edged tool as comedy. 
But fir ft, why fhould either the whole party 
(as it was once diftinguiflied by thatnamc^ 
which I hope is aboiifticd now by univerfal 
loyalty), or any man ^f virtue or honour 
in it, believe themfclves injured, or at all 
concerned, by the reprefentation of the 
faults and follies of a few, who in the ge- 
neral divifion of the nation had croiided 
in among them ? in all mixed numbers 
(which is the cafe of parties), nay, in the 
moft entire and continued bodies, there, 
are often fome degenerated and corrupted 
' parts, which may be caft away from that, 
and even cut off from this unity, with- 
out 
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mitf: #0y lalc^H?^ of ft:^^ te ^^ iHh 
HMMlWig bp4y^ Tl^ chyrch ^f lupine, 
WKb «U her ^frqg^nfe, and her wide pre* 
HiM^^ of gertainty ^ ^U truths^ ^pde3(einp- 
^0 jfrom all errors, dqe^ not dap on tjius 
jQAch^nted armour of infallibiUty upon all 
b$r particular fubje£ts, nor is offended at 
itje reproof of her greateft do6lors. We 
^c not, I hope, become fuch Puritans our- 
ielves, as to aifume the name of th^ con-- 
gregation of the fpotlefs. It is hard For 
any party to be fo ill as that no good, im- 
pofllble to be fo good as that no ill, fhould 
be found among them. And it has been 
the perpetual privilege of fa tire and come- 
dy, to pluck their vices and follies, though 
jiot their pcrfons, out of the fanftuary of 
any title. A cowardly ranting foldier, an 
ignorant charlatanical doftor, a foolifh 
cheating lawyer, a filly pedantical fcholar, 
have always been, and ftill are, the principal 
fubjefts of all comedies, without any fcan- 
dal given to thofe honourable profeffions, 
or even taken by their fevereft profeflbrs. 

And, 
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And, if any gocH^phyfickaordiyuiclbOuk) 
\k offended with me here, for tave^biiig 
againfl a quack, or for finding Douxu^ 
Soaker too often in (he bMCteries, my TCn 
fpect ^nd reverence to their caUing|S wouk) 
make me troubled at their difpkafiire» but 
I could not abltai^ from taking them foir 
very choleric and quarrelfome perfons^ 
What does this therefore amouac to» if ^ 
were true which is objefted ? Qut it is fv 
from being fo ; for the reprefendition of 
two iharks about the town (fellows merry 
and- ingenious enough, and therefqir^ ni^r 
mitted into better companies than they de^ 
ferve,yet withal two very fcouadrels, which 
is no unfrequent charafter at LoDdon)^ 
the reprefentation, I fay, of thefib as pre^ 
tended officers of the Royal arniy,wasmade 
for no other purpofe but to ihowthe world, 
that the vices and ex*travagances imputed 
vulgarly to the cavaliers, were really com** 
mitted by aliens, who only ufurped th^C 
name, and endeavoured to cover the re- 
proach of their indigency, or infamy of 

their 
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their aftions, with fo honourable a titlel« 
So that the bufinefs was not here to cor- 
reft or cut off any natural branches, tho* 
never fo corrupted or luxuriant, but to fe-^ 
parate and caft away that vermin, which, 
by flicking fo clofe to them, had done great 
and confiderable prejudice both to the 
beauty and fertility of the tree : and this is 
plainly faid, and as often inculcated, as if 
one fhould write round about a CignyTbis is 
e dogy This is a dogj out of over-much cau- 
tion left fome might happen to miftake it 
for a lion. 

Therefore, when this calumny could 
not hold (for the cafe is clear, and will 
take no colour), fome others fought out 
a fubtler hint, to traduce me upon the fame 
Icore J and were angry, that the perfon whom 
I made a true gentleman, and one both of 
confiderable quality and fufFerings in the 
Toyal party, Ihould not have a fair and 
, noble charafter throughout, but fhould 
fubmit, in his great extremities, to wrong 

his 
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his niece for his own relief. This Is a rC'-. 
fined exception, fuch .as I little ^f^rf^w,. 
nor{houl4j with^the dulnefs of my ufijal 
charity^ have found out againft another 
man in twenty years. The truth is, I. did 
not intend! the'charafter of a hero, one of 
exemplary virtuej and, as Homer often 
terms fuch men, unblameabie, out an ordi- 
nary jovial gentleman, commorjly called^ 
good fellow, one not fo confcientious as to 
ftarve rather than do the leaft injury, and 
yet endowed with fo much fenfe of honour, 
^s to refufe, when that neceffity was re-. 
moved, the gain of five thoufand pounds,' 
which he might have taken from his ni^ce 
by the rigogr of a forfeiture: and let tb.p> 
franknefs of this latter gqnerofity fo expiate 
for the former frailty, as may make us nQt. 
afliamed of his company; for, if his truC) 
metal is biit equal to his allay, it will not 
indeed' render him one of the fineil fort of 
men, but it will make him current, for . 
aught I know, in any party that ever yet 
was in the world. If you be to chufe 
VoL.^ I. H parts 
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parts for a comedy out of any. noble or, 
elevated rank of peribns, the moft proper 
for that work are the worft of that kind. 
Comedy is humble of her nature, and 
has always been bred low, fo that fhe 
knows not how to behave herfelf with the 
great and accomplifhed. She does not 
pretend to the brilk and bold qualities of 
wine, but to the ftomachal acidity of 
vinegar-, and therefore is beft placed among 
that fort of people which the Romans 
call, ^be lees of Romulus. If I had de- 
figned here the celebration of the virtues 
of our friends, I would have made the 
fcene nobler where I intended to ereft 
their ftatucs. They fhould have flood in 
odes, and tragedies, and epic poems (nei- 
ther have I totally omitted thofe great 
teftimonies of my efteem of them) — " Sed 
" nunc non erat his locus," &c. 

And lb mvich for this Ettle fpiny ob- 
jeftipn, which a man cannot fee without a 
magnifying- glafs.. The next is enough ta 

knock 
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knock a man dowiij and acpiifes ttie of no 
lefs than prophanenefs* Prophanc^ to deride 
thehypocrify of thofemen whbfclkuUs ar« 
not yet bare upon the gates fmce the pub^ 
licandjuftpunillimentof it ? But there is 
fome imitation of Scripture-phrafest God 
forbid ; there is no reprefentation of the 
true face of Scripture, but only of that 
vizard which thefe hypocrites (that is, by 
ihterpretation, aftbrs with a vizard) draw 
upon it. Is it prophane to fpeak of Har- 
rison's return to life again, when fome or 
his friends really profefied their belief o£ 
it -, and he himfelf had been faid to pro- 
itiife it ?' A man may^ be fo imprudently 
fcrupulous ias to find prophanenefs in any, 
thing, either faid or written, by applying* 
it under fome finiilitude or other to Tome 
cxpreffions in Scripture. This nicety is 
both vain and endlefs. But I call Gpd to. 
witncfs, that, rather than one tittle (hould 
rfemain among all my writings, which, ac* 
cording to my fevered judgement, fhould 
be found guilty of the crime objefted, I 
H 2 would 
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would myfclf burn and extinguiOi them all 
together. .Nothing is fo deteftably lewd 
and wretchlefs as the derifion of things 
facred •, and would be in me more unpar- 
donable than any man elfc, who have en- 
deavoured to root out the ordinary weeds 
of poetry, and to plant it almoft wholly 
with divinity. I am fo far from allow- 
ing any loofe or irreverent expreffions, in 
matters of that religion which I believe, 
that I am very tender in this point, even 
for the grofleft errors of confcientious per- 
fons y they are the propereft objeft (me- 
thinks) both of our pity and charity too i 
they are the innocent and white feftaries, 
in comparifon of another kind, who en- 
graft pride upon ignorance, tyranny upon 
liberty, and upon all their herefies, trcafon 
and rebellion. Thefe are principles fo 
deftrudive to the peace and fociety of 
mankind, that they deferve to be puriued 
by our ferious hatred \ and the putting a 
mafk of fanftity upon fuch devils^ is fo 
ridiculous, that it ought to be expofed to 

contempt 
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contempt and laughter. They arc indeed 
prophane, who counterfeit the foftncfs of 
the voice Vf holinels, to dilguife the rough- 
ncfs of \the- hands of impiety J and not 
they, who, with reverence to the thing 
which others diflemble^ deride nothing but 
their . diflimulation. ; If forne piece of an 
admirable artift Ihould be ill copied, even 
to ridiciiloufnefs, by an ignorant hand; and 
another painter fhould undertake to draw 
''that copy, arid make ' it yet more ridicu- 
lous, to 'lliew apparently the difference of 
%t two works, and deformity of the latter j 
.wilt not every man fee plainly, that the 
abtffe is intended to the foolifh imitation, 
andi not to the excellent original ? I might 
fay much more, to confute and confound 
this very falfe and malicious accufation j 
but thi3 is enough, I hope, to clear the mat- 
ter, and is, I am afraid, too much for a pre- 
face to a work of fo little confideration. 

As for all other objeftions, which have 

been, or may be madeagainft the invention 

H3 or 
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or elocution, or any thing elfe which comw 
under the critical jurifdiftionj let itftand 
or fall as it cian anfwer for itfelf, for I do 
"not lay the great ftrefs of my reputation 
upon a ftriifture of tliis nature, much lefs 
• upon the flight reparations only of an old 
and unfaftiionable building. There ]s no 
writer but nlay fail fometimes in point of 
wit ; and it is no lefs frequent for the au-p 
ditors to fail in point of judgement, I 
perceive plainly, by daily experience, that 
I^ortune is miftre^s of the theatre, as TuLr 
I.Y fays it'is of alKpopular aflemblies. No 
man can tell Ibmetimes from whenccjthe 
invifible win^s rife that move them. Ther? 
^re a multitude of people, who are truly 
and only fpeftators at a play, without any 
ufe of their underftanding^ apd thefe carry 
it fometimes by the ftrength of their num^ 
bers, There are others, who ufe their un» 
derft^ndings too much j who think it a 
(ign of weaknefs and ftupidity, to let any 
ihing pafs by them unattacked, and that 
the hQPQWr of their judgements (as fome 

brutal^ 
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brutals imagine of their courage) confifts 
in quarrelling with every thing. We arc 
therefore wonderful wife men, and have 
a fine bufinefs of it, we, who fpend our 
time in poetry : I do fometimes laugh, and 
am often angry with myfelf, when I. think 
on it ; and if I had a fon inclined by na- 
ture to the fame folly, I believe I fliould 
bind him from it, by the ftrifteft conjura- 
tbns of a paternal bleffing. For what can 
be more ridiculous, than to labour to 
/give men delight, whilft they labour, on 
their part, more earneftly, to take offence ? 
. To expofe one's felf voluntarily and frank- 
ly to all the dangers of that narrow paffage 
to unprofitable fame, which is defended 
by rude multitudes of the ignorant, and 
by armed troops of the malicious ? If we 
do ill, many difcover it, and all defpife 
\js 5 i^ wc do well, but few men find it 
out, and fewer entertain it kindly. If we 
commit errors, there is no pardon y if we 
could do wonders, there would be but 
little thanks, and that too extorted from 
unwilling givers. ^ 

H 4 But 
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But fome perhaps rtiay fay. Was it 
not always thus ? do you expeft a par- 
ticuhr privilege, that was never yet en- 
joyed by any poet ? were the ancient 
Grecian, or noble Roman, authors, was 
Virgil himfclf, exempt from this pof- 
fibility. 

Qui melior multis, quam tu, fuit, improbe, 
rebus [xj; 

who was, in many things, thy better far, 
thou inipudent pretender ; as was faid by 
Lucretius to a perfon, who took it ill 
that he was to die, though he had feen £0 
many do it before him, who better deferved 
immortality: and this is to repine at the na- 
tural condition of a living poet, a$ he did 
at that of a living mortal. I do not only 
acknowledge -the pre-eminence of Virgil 
(whofe footfteps I adore), but fubmit to 
many of his Roman brethren j and I con- 
fefs, that even they in their own times, 
were not fo fecure from the aflaults of de- 



[x] Lucr, ill. 1 039. 



tra^ion 
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traftion (though Horace brags at laft. 

Jam dente minus mordeor invido [;^] ; 

but then the barkings of a few weredrown- 
ed in the applaufe of all the reft of the 
world, and the poifon of their bitings ex- 
tinguilhed by the antidote of great rewards 
and great encouragements, which is a way 
of curing now out of ufe 5 and I really 
profef?, that I neither exped, nor think I 
deferve it. Indolency would ferve my turn 
inftead of pleafure : but the cafe is not fo 
well ; for, though I comfort myfelf with 
fome affurance of the favour amj affeftion 
of very many candid and good=^natured 
(and yet too judicious and even critical) 
perfons ; yet this I do affirm, that from 
all which I have written I never received 
the leaft benefit, or the leaft advantage, 
but, on the contrary, have felt fometimes 
the efFefts of malice and misfortune. 

ly] 4Cann. iii. i6* 

POEMS 
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P O E M S 

M R. A. C p W L E Y. 
I. 

The motto. 

' Tchtanda m eft, &ff. Virg. 

\y HAT fliall I do to be for ever known» 
And make the age to come my owil ^ 
W # # # , # 
Hence all the flattering vanities, that lay 

, N^te of rofes in the way. . 
Hence the defire of honours, oreftate; 

And all that is not above fete. 
Hence love himfelf, that tyrant of my days, * 
Which intercepts my coming praife. 

[^J Some lines of the original sixe left out. 

ComCy 
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Come, my beft friends, my books, and lead me on; 
; 'Tis time that I were-^one. • " 
Welcome, great Stagirite, and teach' me now 

AH I was h©rn to knpw. ^ 

Thy fcholar's^vid'ries thou doft^r out-do V- 

He conquer'd th' eartji y the whole world, you[*]. 
Welcome, learn'dCicero, whofe bleft tongue and wit 

Preferves llome^s greataefs yet 

Thou art the firft of orators ; ohly he,' 

Who beft can praife thee, next muft be [rjl 
Welcoflie the Mantuan fwan, Virgil :*c wife, 

Whofe verfe walks higheft, but not flies [rf]. 

[If] He conquer^ dtP earth I the whole world, you ]Earth, 
means this habitable globe t nvorU, the fyftem of uni- 
verfal nature. But thexomplimeut is not a little ex- 
travagant ! like that' of Mr, Pope to Newton — 

"God faid. Let Newton be, and a/lm^s light" 
'•-for. which the Poet is very juftly reprehended by his 
learned Commentator. 

[c] "-'"^only he. 

Who beft can prmfifbtei next muft &.] ii e. he muft be only 
next; for none but Cicero himfelf was equal tb the Aib« 
jeft. The |)oct glances at what Livy faid of the great 
Roman orator—" yir ma^nus, acer, inemorabilis, ct in 
** cujus laudes fequendas Cicerone laudatore ofusfuerit^^K 
fragment, preferved by the elder Seneca. 

\d] Whifi *uerfe walks higheft, but not flies. \\:t. which 
keeps within the limits of nature, andis fablimevdthoat 

Who 
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Who broughjt grcea poefy to her perfeft.age^. , 

And made that art, \vhich was a r^ge. 
Tell me, yq mighty three, what {hall I do 

To be like one of you, ^ « , , 

But ye Jtiave climb *d the mountain's top, tfafit fit ' 

On the calm flourifhing head of it^ 
And, whilft with wearied fteps we upward go. 

See us, and clouds below. 



II. 

O D E. 

ON WIT. 

I. 

'p £ L L me, O tell, what kind of thing is wit. 
Thou, who maftqr art of it. 

being Extravagant. Yir^Vi epic Mufe is here juftly 
charaderized : the LynCy is a fwaiji of another ipecies> 
«f which the poet fays nobly, elfewhere— 

" Lo, how th* obfequious wind and fwellingair 

** The Theb^ln fwan docs upwards bear 
«« Into the walks of clouds, where he does play, 
<^ And with extended wings opens his liquid way.'' 
Pindaric Odes, tbepraifioffindar. 
^ For 
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For tSe ffrft matter Ibircs variety le6 \ 
Lefs women lovc't, either in love ot drefs [^ J4 
A thdirfand difHsrent fliapes it bears, 
Comely in thoufand jQiapes appears. " 
Yonder we faw it plain j and here *tis now,' 
Xrike fpirits in a place, we know not how. 



London, that vents of falfe ware fo much ftore, 
! ' In no ware dieceives us more. 
Pormen, led by the colour and the fhape. 
Like Zeuxes' birds, fly to the painted grape ; 
Some things do through our judgemeilt pafs^ 
As through a multiplying glafs. 
And fometimes i£ the obje6i be too far. 
We take a falling meteor for a ftar. 

3- 

Hence *tis, awir, that greateft word of fame. 
Grows fuch a common name. 

"[e] We ihould now lay, to avoid the difagrceable 
contradion, — 

" Lefs women love //, or in love, ^or drefs." 
.— But our poet i^^^SFr^/thefecomra^ons, and, if we may 
belieire the writer of his life, fancied they gave a ftrength 
and energy to his vcrfe. The truer reafon for his ufe of 
them, was, that he found them in faihion. 

^ And 



Digitized l:^y 



Google 



MR, A* CO\tLEt, .^ 

And whs by bur creation they become^ 
Juft fo, as titular biihops made at Rome, 

'Tis not a tale, 'tisnotajefl 

Admir'd with laughttt" at a feaft^ 
Nor florid talk, which can that title gam j. 
The proofs of wit for ever muft iemain« 

-. -'■ ■ 4. • 

'Tis not to force fome lifelefs verfes meet 

With their five gouty feet. 
All every where, like man's, muft be the fimi. 
And reafbn the inferior powers coqtroul. 

Such were the numbers, which could call 
The ftones into the Theban will. 
Such miracles are ceas'd ; and now we fee 
No towns or boufesj/j rais'd by poetry^ 

5- 

Yet, 'tis not to adorn, and gild each part|> 

That fhows more coft, than art. 
Jewels at nofe and lips but ill appear 5 
lUther, than all things, wit, let none be lic»i 

Several lights will not be feen. 

If there be nothing elib between. 

If] Houfij] Here nfed in the double fenfe of i««iir. 

properly fo called, and ^ffamilm. 

' Mea 
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Men doubt, becauft thejr ftahd fo thidc j*tb* fty, - 
If thofe be jftars, which paint the galaxy [gj^ 

/' -. ■ 6.:' 

*Tis not} when two like words make up one noife j 
Jefts for Dutch men, and Englifh boys. 

In which who finds out wit, the fame may ifee 

In anagrams and acroftics, poetry. 

MucK lefs'can that have any place 
At which a virgin hides her face ; 

Such^drofs the fire muft purge away ;- 'tis Juft, 

The author blutti there, where the reader muft. 



*Tis not fuch lines as^lmbft crack the ftag^ 
When Bajazet begins to rage. 

[g] This idea has been borrowed by Mr. AddUbn,. 
andappUedy with much elegance, to our poet himfelf. 
For, fpeaking of Mr. Cowley's wit, he fays — i 

*« One glift'ringthought no fooner ftrikes our eyes 
^*^. With iilent wonder, but new wonders rife : 
** As in the milky way a (hining white 
*• O'erflows the heav'ns with one continued light ; 
** That not a fingle ftar can fliew his rays, 
" WhMft jointly all promote the common blaze." 
jtccQvfft af EugUJh fotts^ to Mr, H. S. 

i. .- : Nor 
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Nor a tall metaphor in the bombaft way, 
Noi" the ,dry chips of flioft-luilgM Serteca [A]. 

Nor upon all things to obtrude 

And force fome odd iimilitude* 
What is it then, whlchj like the power divine. 
We only can by ttegatives define ? [/J 

HI. 

On the Death of Mr. J o r d a Nr, 
Second Mafter at Weftminfter-Schooh 

TJ E R £ lies the mafter of my tender years. 
The guardian of my parent's [k] hope and fcars^ 

[h] — Jhort4uH^d Seneca^] Meaning his fiort fen- 
tences, m if he had not breacli enough to ferve him for 
longex^anbelantiJimilu-^Yet, in another fenfe, he is, 
perhat)s» the mofi Aw^-fiv/Wiri/author of antiquity. For» 
as Mr. Bayle hs|S weU'obferved, " II n'y a guere dVcri- 
<< vain dont le verbiage foit plus grand que celui de Se« 
<^ neque : Cicero mettrcit dans une periode de fix li- 
*' gnes ce que Seneque 4it dans fix periodes qui tien« 
** ncnt huit ou neuf lignes." Ltttresy t. ii. p. 150. 

[i] The two concl uding ftanzas of this ode are omitted. 

[i] — my parentis] That is of his mother's^ under whofe 
difcipline he was bred ; for he was horn (Dr, Sprat tells 
us) after his father* s death. 

Yqu h • I Whofe 
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Whofe government ne'er flood me In a tear ; 
All weeping was referv'd to fpend it here. 
He pluck'd from youth the follies and the crimes 
And built up men againft the future times ; 
For deeds of age are in their caufes then. 
And though he taught but boys, he made the men* 
Hence 'twas, a matter, in thofe ancient days 
When men fought knowledge firft,and by it prai fe^ 
Was a thing full of reverence, profit, fame j 
Father itfelf wa$ but a fecond name- 
And if a Mufe hereafter fmite on me. 
And fay, " Be thou a poet,** men fliall fee 
That none could a more grateful fcholar have ; 
For what I ow'd his life, I'll pay his grave [/]v 



IV. 
On the Death of Mr. William Hervey [»]. 

*• Immodicis brevis eft atas, & rara feneftus." 

Mart. L. VI. Ep. xxix. 

I. 

1 T was a difmal, and a fearful night. 
Scarce could the morn drive on th'unwilling light, 

[/] The reft of this poem (one of thofe which were 

written . as he fays, <when he 'was veryyoungj is fuppreffed. 

[«] Mr. William Hervey.'] The author's beloved 

I When 
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When fleepjdieath's image, left my troubled breafl:^ 
By fomething, liker death j poffeft^ 

My eyes with teal's did uncommanded flow^ 
And on my foul hung the dull weight 
Of fome intolerable fate* 

What bell Was that ? Ah me ! too much I know* 



My fweet companion, and my gentle peer j 
Why haft thou left me thus unkindly here^ 
Thy end for ever, and my life to moan j 

O thou haft left me all alone ! 
Thy foul and body, when death's agony 
• Befieg'd, around, thy noble heart, 
. Did not with more reludance part, 
/Than I, my deareft friend, do part from thcei 

3- 

My deareft friend, would I had dy*d for thee [«] j 
Life and this world henceforth will tedjous be. 

friend. — This pdem came from the hearty afid is there- 
fore more natural and pleafing than nioft others in thd 
fcolleftij^n. Unluckily, it occafioned the poet's intro- 
dudlion to Lord St. Albans [fee Life, p. 8] ; that isj 
it ruined his fortune. 

[«]-~fu;W^ / haddfdfor thee /] From l Sam. xviii • 

33- 

I % Nor 
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Nor fhall I know hereafter what to do^ 
If once my griefs prove tedidustoo* 

Silent and fad I walk about all day^ 

As fuUen ghofts ftalk fpeechlefs by. 
Where their hid treafures lye : 

Alas, my titafure'sgone; why do I ftay ? 



4* 

He was my friend, the trueft friend on cart6 ; 

A ftrong and mighty influence join'd our birth [^J. 

Nor did we envy the moft founding name 

By friendship giv^n of old to fame. 
None but his brethren he, and fifters knew. 

Whom the kind youth preferred to me : 

And ev'n in that we did agree 5 
For much above myfelf I lov'd them, too% 

Say, for you faw us, ye immortal lights. 
How oft unwearied have we fpent the nights j 
Till the Ledjeanftars, fo fam'd for love^ 
WonderM at us from above ! 

[«] ^jnn'dwr link] In this and the following 
fianza the poet has copied Pcrfius, Sat. v. j but with 
freedom and fpirit. 

Wc 
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We fpcnt them not in toys, in lufts, or wine j 

But fearch of deep philofophy^ 

Wit, eloquence, and poetry. 
Arts which I lov'd, for they, my friend, were thine. 



6. 

Ye fields of Cambridge, our dear Cambridgjs, fay^ 
Have you not feen us walking every day i 
Was th^e a tree about, which did not know 

The love betwixt us two ? 
Henceforth, ye gentle trees, forever fadej 
Or your fad branchy thicker join. 
And into darkfome {hades combine, 
iDark, as the grave, wherein my friend is laid. 



Henceforth, no learned youths beneath you fing. 
Till all the tuneful birds to*your boughs they bring : 
No tuneful birds play with their wonted chear. 

And call the learned youths to hear ; 
No whirling winds through the glad branches fly; 

put all with fad folemnity. 

Mute and unmoved be. 
Mute as the grave, wherein my friend does lye. 

I 3 8- To 
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8. 



To him my Mufe made hafte with every ftrain, 
Whilft it was new, and warm.yet from the brain, 
He lov'd my worthlefs rhimes,andlikeafriend[^J, 

Would find out fonlething to commend, 
]p[ence now; myvMufe, thou canft not me delight| 

Be this jny lateft verfe 

With which I now adorn his hearfe ; 
And this my grief, withput thy help, (hail yni%c^ 



9i 

Had I a wreath, of bays about my brow, 

I fhould contemn that flourifhing honour noy^^ 

Condemn it to the fire, and joy to hear i 

It rage and crackle there, 
Inftead of bays, crown with fad cyprefs m^ ; 
Cyprefs, which tombs does beautify : 
NotPhoebusgriev'd fo much as I, 
For him, who firft was made that mournful tree, 

[/] — like afitend] 

** each finding, like a friend, 

<* Something to blame, and fomething to com men4«"* 

Pope, to Mr. Jervas. 
10. Large 
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lO. 

Large was his foul [q] ; as largea foul, as c*er 

Submitted to inform a body here. 

High as the place 'twas (hortly in heav*n to have, 

But low, and humble as his grave : 
So high, that all the virtues there did come 

As to their chiefeft feat 

Confpieuous, and great; 
So low, that for oie too it made a room*. 

II. 

He fcorn'd this bufy world below, and all 
That we, miftaken mortals, pleafure call ; 
Was fiird with innocent gallantry and truth^ 

Triumphant o'er the fins of youth. 
He, like the ftars, to which he now is gone, 

Thfet fliine with beams like flame. 

Yet burn not with the fame. 
Had all the light of youth, of the fire none» 

12. 

Knowledge he only fought, and fo foon caught,, 
As if for him knowledge bad rather fought. 

[f ] Mr. Gray feems to have had his eye on this line 
when he wrote that verfe, in his Epitaph^^ 

" Large was his bounty, and his foul fincere.'* 

I 4 Nor 
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Nor did more learning ever crowded He 

In fuch aihort mortality. 
Whene'er the (kilful youth difcours'd or writ. 

Still did the notions throng 

About his eloquent tongue, 
K<)r could his ink flow fafter than his wit« 

13- 

So ftrong a wit did nature to him frame. 
As all things, but his judgement, overcame; 
His judgement like the heavenly moon did ihow. 

Tempering that mighty fea below. 
Oh, had he li v'd in learning's world, what boun4 

Would have been able to controul 

His over-powering foul ? 
\VeVc loft in him arts, that not yet are foundfrj* 

His mirth was the pure fpirits of various wit. 
Yet never did his God or friends forget. 
And, when deep talk and wifdom came in view, 
Retir'd, and gave to them their due ; 

[r] •— arU that not yet arefbund.\ 
♦« An4 worlds applaud, that muftnotyetbcfoHnd.** 
Pope, Eff. on Crit. ycr. i94» 
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For the rich help of books he always took. 
Though his own fearching mind before 
Was fo with notions written o'er. 

As if wife nature bad made that her book* 



So many virtues join'd in him, as we ^ 

Can fcarce pick here and there in hiftory. 
More than old writers' pra£lice e*er could reach 

As much as they could ever teach : 
Thefe did religion, queen of virtue, fway 
And all their facred motions fteer, 
Juft like the firft and higheft fphere, 
l^Vbii^h wheels about^ and turns all heav*none way,- 

* --■ ■ ^ * 

|6. 

With as much zeal, devotion, piety. 
He always liv'd, as other faints do die* 
Still with his foul fevere account he kept. 

Weeping all debts out, ere he flept. 
Then down in peace and innocence he lay. 
Like the fun's laborious light. 
Which ftill in water fets at night, 
Vnfullied with hisjourney of the day. 
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Wondrous young maniwhy wert fliou made fo good. 

To be fnatcht hence, ere better underftood ? 

Snatcht,' before h^lf of thee enough was feen ! 
Thou, ripe ; and yet thy life, but green f 

Jlor Gould thy friends take their laft fad fi^rewel i 
But danger and infectious death 
Maliciowfly.feiu^d on that breath, 

\Vhcie life, fpirit, plcaftire, always us'dtodwelI« 

l8. 

But happy thou, ta*en iirom this frantic agc^ 

Where ignorance and hypocrify does rage ! 

A fitter time for heay'n no foul e'er chofe, 
The place now only free from thofe. 

There 'mong the bleft thou doft for ever fhinCji 
And wherefoe'er thou cafts thy view 
Upon that white and radiant crew, 

See'ft notafoul cloath'd with more light than thinCf 

19, 

And, if the glorious faints ceafe not to know 
Their wretched friends, who fight with life belowj 
Thy flame to me does ftill the fame abide^ 
Only more pure and rarified. 

There, 
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There, whilft immortal hymns thou doft rehearfe^' 

Thou dqft with holy pity fe© 

Our dull and earthly poefy. 
Where grief and miferyc^nbejoin'dv\rithverfe[j]^ 



V, 
TO THE LORD FALKLAND/ 

per his fafe Return ivqmtht Northern Expeii 
diiion againft the Scots [/]. 

Q R t ATiS thy charge,0 North; be wifeand juftr 
England commits her Falkland to thy truft.j 

[j] Where grUf and mifery can be joined *wiih ver/e^^ 
p.ightly made the diitinciion oi earthly poefy ; for the hea-^ 
evenly (if we fuppofe poetry to have any place there) can 
pnly be empl yedon themes o^ J9y and happine/s.-^^Mt, 
the poet had a further meaning in this fine line, toinl 
fmuate the preprfterous levity and vanity of earthly poet s\ 
\vho can aiibrd to be w/V/y even on their own miferieh 
Thiscenfure, falling firft upon himfelf, has the ihore 
grace. 

[/] a^ainfif he Scots,] In ^639. Confequently the poet 
^as then in his 2rft year. But the chief reafon for 
giving thefe vcrfes. to the Lord Falkland a place in the^ 
|>^^cfcnt coUeftion, is, for the fake ofperpetuating theme. 

Return 



Digitized by 



Google 



194 P O E M S O F 

JCeturn him fafc. Learning would rather choofe 
Her Bodley, or her Vatican, to lofe. 
All things, that are but writ or printed there. 
In his unbounded breaft engraven are. 
There all the fciences together meet. 
And every art does all her kindred greet. 
Yet juftle not, nor quarrel ; but as well 
Agree, as in fome common principle. 
So, ui an army goyem'd right, we fe^ 
(Though out pf feveral countries faisM it be) 
That all their order and their place maintain, 
Tbe£nglifh,Dutch,theFrenchmen,andtheDane« 
So thoufand diverfe fpecies fill the air. 
Yet neither croud nor mix confusMIy there j 
' Beafts, houfes, trees, and men together lye. 
Yet enter updifturb'd into tjic ^e. 



' of the author's iutin frtetuljhip with that virtiioa$ 
and accomplifhed nobleman — ufriendjlnf cuntroQed^z^ 
J)u Sprat tells us, fy the agreement ef their learning and 
wu^aurs. — It is remarkable^ that we find no compUment 
addrefled by Mr. Cowley to the duke of Backingham, or 
the earl of St. Albans. He fuppofed, without doubt, 
that he had done honour enough to thole lords (fbme will 
think, too much) in permitting them to be hi^ patrons ; 
** Enough for half the greateft of thofe d/y!^ 
•* To 'fcape his ccnfure, notexpcdt hi^praifc** 

An4 
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And this great prince of knowledge is by fiite 
Thruft into th' noife and buflnefs of a ftate. 
All virtues, and fome cuftoms [«], of the court. 
Other mens labour, are at leaft his fport. * 
Whilft we, who can no aAion undertake. 
Whom idlenefs itfelf might learned make. 
Who hear of nothing, and as yet fcarce knaW 
Whether the Scots in England bo or no. 
Pace dully on, oft tire, and often ftay. 
Yet fee his nimble Pcgafus fly away, 
>Tis nature's fault, who did thus partial groVa 
And her eftate of wit oii one beftow : 
Whilft we, like younger brothers, get at bcft 
But a fmall ftock, and muft work out the reft« 
How could he anfwer't, fhould the ftate think fi( 
To qucftion a monopoly of wit [w] ? 

[u] -^foHU cuftoms] The expreffion is remarkable, 
and implies that not ^li/the cuftoms of Charles thcFirft's 
court were fuch as would be approved by a man of virtue. 
If any are curious to know what thofe cuftoms were, diey 
may have their curiofity in part gratified^ by taming 
to two remarkable letters of Lady Leicefter and Lord 
Robert Spencer, in the coiledion of the Sidney papers, 
vol. ii. p. 472, and p, 668. 

[w] — queftiott a monopoly ofwt ?] As itiud done 
inany othtr monopolies. The allnfion is not fo far 
instched as it feems. 

Such 
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• Such is the man^ whom we require the (knafi 
\Ve lent the North ; untoucht^ as is his fame^ 
^Je is too g<x>d for war j and ought to be 
As far from danger^ as from fear he's free [^j* 
Thofe men alone (and thofe are ufeful^ too) 
Whofe valour is the only art they know, 
Were for fad war and bloody battles born J 
Let them the ftate defend, and he adotn* 

VL 

Oil the Death of Sir Anthony Vandikb^ 
the famous Painter. 

t^ANDIKE is dead; but what bold Mufe fliall 
. dare 
• (Tho* poets in that word [y] with painters fliare} 

[x] — as from fear he^sfreeJ] Yet it was, in part, to 
vindicate himfelf from the /OT/«//2//>«ofthis fear, that hef 
ftlways put himfelf in the vf2iYoi danger , and in the endi 
threw away his valuable life at the battle of Newbrirvi 
£^] — inthat'word] Namely^ date\ alluding toHorace, 
« — piftoribus atque poetis 
** ^idlibet aOdendi femper fuit aqua poteftas." 

A. P. ver. II* 

T'ex-* 
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T'cxprefs her fadnefs ? Poefy muft become 
An art like painting here, an art, that's dumb^ 
Let's all our folemn grief in filence keep, 
Like fome fad pidlure, which he made to weep^ 
Or thofe who faw't 5 for none his works could vie^ 
Unmov'd with the fame paffions which he dreW^ 
His pieces fo with their live objefts ftrive. 
That both, or piftures feem, orbothalive* 
Nature herfelf, amaz'd, does doubting (land. 
Which is her own, and which the painter's hand j 
And' does attempt the like with lefs fuccefs. 
When her own work in twins fhe would exprefs^ 
His all-refembling pencil did out-pafs 
The mimic imagery of looking-'glafs^ 
Korwas his life lefs perfeft, than his art : 
Nor was his hand lefs erring than his heart [z}^ 
There was no falfe or fading colour there ; 
The figures fweet and well-proportion'd were/ 
Moft other men^ fet next to him in view, 
Appear'd more fhadows than the men he drew, 
Thus ftill he liv'd, till heaven did for him call. 
Where reverend Luke falutes him firftof all i 

[x] — than his heart. "] A ndble eulogy of this ex- 
traordinary man ! and, if report fays true, a very juft 

Where 
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Where he beholds new fi^ts, divinely fail*^ 
And could almoft wiih for his pencil there ^ 
Did he not gladly fee how all things fliirie. 
Wondroufly painted in the mind divine [aj^ 
Whilft he, forever ravifh'd with the Ihow, 
Scorns his own art, which we admire below# 

Only his beauteous lady [b] ftill he loves ; 
(The love of heavenly objefls heaven improves) 
He fees bright angels in pure beams appear 
And thinks on her he left fo like them here. 
And you, fair widow, who ftay here alive. 
Since he fo much rejoices, ceafe to grieve. 
Your joys and griefs were wont the fame to be ; 
Begin not now, .bleft pair, to difagree. 
No wonder, death mov'dnot his generous mind: 
You, and a new-born you, he left behind. 
Even fate exprefs'd his love to his dear wife. 
And let him end your pifture with his life. 

[a] '^in the minii Jivtne,] A platonic idea, which 
Malbranche and our Norris have rendered k famous, 

[b] -^ his heautious lady] A lady, of difUnguifhed,. 
quality, as well as beauty, daughter to the Lord Ra« 
then. Earl qf Gowry. 

VII. T* 
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VIL 

To Sir William Davenamt:* 

Upon his Two Firft Books ofGoNf^iiBERT, 
finiihed before his Voyage to America. 

Ji^ETHINKS, heroic poefy, till now. 

Like fome fantaftic fairy-land, did fhow ; - 
Gods, devils, nymphs, jwitches, and gyants race. 
And all, but man, in man's chief work had place. 
Thou, like fome worthy kjQiight, with facred arms 
Doft drive the monfters thence, and end the charms; 
Inftead of thefe, doft men and manners plant. 
The things, which that rich foil did chiefly want. 
Yet even thy mortals do their gods excell, 
Taught by thy Mufe to fight and love fo well. 

By fatal hands whilft prefent empires (all. 
Thine from the grave paft monarchies recall. 
So much more thanks from human kind does merit 
The poet's fury, than the zealot's fpirit. 
And from the grave thou mak'ft this empire rife. 
Not, like fome dreadful ghoft, t'affright our eyes. 
But with more luftre and triumphant ftate, 
Thah when it crown'd at proud Verona fate. 

Vol. I. K S« 
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So Will our God rebuild man's pcrifhM frame, 

And raife him up much better, yet the fame [c] ! 

So god-like poets do paft things rehearfe ; 

Not change, but heighten, nature by their verfc^ 
'With ihame, methinks, great Italy muft fee 

Her conquerors rais'd to life again by thee. 
.Rais'd4>)» fuch powerful verfc, that ancient Rome 

May blufli no lefs to fee her wit o'ercome. 

Some men their fancies, like their faith, derive [d]; 

And think all ill but that, which Roniedoes give. 

The marks of old and catholic would find, 
' To the fame chair would truth and fi6lion bind. 

Thou in thofe beaten paths difdain'ft to tread. 

And fcorn'ft to live by robbing of the dead. 

[c] So ivill^yet the fame.'] It is pleafant to fee how 
the wits catch their ideasffom each other. Mr. Pope, 
in a letter of compliment to a friend, who had done 
much honour to his Effay en Man^ expreifes himfelf in 
thcfe words—" It is indeed the fame fyftem as mine, 
" but illuftrated with a ray of your own ; as they fay 
'* our natural body ii thtfameftilU 'when it is glorified,'* 
Works, vol, ix. Letter xcvii. 

[/J Somrmen their fancies y like their faith ^ deri<vey\, 

"Thus wit, like faith, by each man is apply'd 
*' To one fmall fcdl ; and all are damn'd befide." 
^ Effay on Crit. ver, 396. 

2 Since 
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Since time does all thingschange,thou thiok'ftnotfit 
This latter age fliould fee all newj but wit. 
ff hy fancy, like a flame, its way does make. 
And leave bright tracks for following pens to take. 
Sure ?twas this noble boldnefs of the Mufe 
,.pij thy defire to feek new worlds [e] infufe ; 
And ne'er did heav'n fo much a voyage blefs, 
If thou canft plant but there, with like fuccefs* 



VIII. 

Ori the Death of Mr. C r a s h a w. 

Ip O E T and Saint ! to thee alone are given 

The twomoftfacred^amesof earth andheaven. . 
The hard and rareft union, which can be. 
Next that of Godhead with humanity. 
Long did the Mufes banifliM flaves abide. 
And built vain pyramids to mortal pride ; 

[e] '^nnv worliis] This alludes to Sir William's pro- 
, J«6i of a fettlement at Virginia ; which, however, had 
no better fuccefs than the poetical projedi^ which his 
friend here celebrates. 

K a Like 
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Like Mofes thou (thoiigh fpells and charms with- 

ftand) 
Haft brought them nobly home back to their Holy 
Land, 
Ah wretched we, poets of earth ! but thoU 
Wert, living) the fame poet, which thou'rt rioW- ^ 
Whilft angels fmg to thee their airs divine, ' 
And joy in an applaufe fo great as thine ; 
Equal fociety with them to hold. 
Thou need'ft not make new fongs, but fay the old. 
And they (kind fpirits !) fhall all rejoice to fee 
How little lefs than they, exalted man may be. 
Still the old heathen gods in numbers dwell. 
The heavenlieft thing on earth ilill keeps up hell. 
Nor have we yet quite purg'd the Chriftian land . 
Still idols here, like calves at Bethel, ftand. 
And though Pan's death [f] long fince all oracles 

broke, 
Yet ftill in rhyme the fiend Apollo fpoke : 

[/] — Pan*s death] Alluding to the famous ftory \tt 
Plutarch's Dialogue concerning tbefilence of the pagan 
oracles^ and the ufe made of that ftory by Eufebius and 
others ; whence it became the general opinion of the 
learned, in our author's days, that, by the death of 
the GREAT Pan, was meant the crucifixion of our 
.Saviour. 

Nay 
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Nay with the worft of heathen dotage we 
(Vain men !) the monfter woman deify ; 
Find ftars, and tie our fates there, in a face, 
And Paradife in them, by whom we loft it, place. 
What different faults corrupt our Mufes thus ! 
Wanton ^s giris ; as old wives, fabulous ! 

Thy fpotlefs Mufe, like Mary, did contain 
The boundlefs Godhead j flie did well difdain 
That her eternal verfe employed ftould be 
On a lefs fubje<ft than eternity ; 
And for a facred miftrefs fcorn'd to take. 
But her, whom God himfelf fcorh'd not his fpoufe 

to make. 
It (in a kind) her miracle did do ; 
A fruitful mother was, and virgin too. 

How well (bleft fwan) did fate contrive thy 

death {>] ; 
And made thee render up thy tuneful breath 
In thy great miftrefs' arms ! thou moft divine 
And richeft offering of Loretto's fhrine ! 
Where, like fome holy facrifice, t'expire, 
A feyer burns thee, and love lights the fire. 
Angels (they fay) brought the fam'd chapel there. 
And bore the facred load in triumph through the 

air. 

[g] Mr. Crafhaw died of a fever at Loretto, being 
newly chofen canoj of that church. Cowley. 

K 3 'Tis 
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'TisfurcrmucH, theyBrought thee there; artidthey,- 
And thou, then* charge, went finging all the way, 

Pardon, my mother church, if 1 confeht 
That angels led him, wh^n from thee he iffttd J 
For even in error fure no danger is-. 
When join'd with fa much piety as his. 
Ah, mighty God, with Ihame I fpeak't, and grief, 
»Ah that our greateft faults were in belief \ 
And our weak reafon were ev'ii weaker yet. 
Rather than thus our wills too'ftrong for it ! 
His faith, perhaps, in fome nice tenets might 
Be wrong ; his life, I'm fure, was in the right [ii]^ 
And I myfelf a catholic will be. 
So far at leaft, great faint, to pray to thee* 

Hail, bard triumphant [/] ! and fomepare beftow 
On us, the poets militant below ! 

• [h"] Hence the famous lines of Mr. Pope, whicJk 
have given fuch fcandal to feme, and triumph to otheVs^ 
only becaufe both parties have been more in hafte tq 
apply than nnderfbnd them— 

** For modes of faith let grapelefs zeatot$ iighti 
** His can't be wrong, whofelife is in the right." 
[i] HidU bard triumphant /] Hence the apoftropheof 
Mr. Pope, but not fo happily applied, as here — 

f< Hail, b^s triiimphant, born in happier days !'^ 
Eflay On Crit. ver. i%^n 

• Pppos'4 
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Opposed by ouij^M^Mmyj, ^dy^xfe.cljajace. 
Attacked by envy, gi>d^ l?y: igijpi^cc, 
Enchain'4 by beauty, ttytur'd ^y (kftrJ^s^ 
ExposM by. tjf^^nt-lovjB t;o favage j^e^feapd fires [*]• 
Thou froQ^ low ^arth iji^ nobler ^zmesdj^dit riCsy 
And, like Elijah^ mount alive the &ies« 
£lifba-}i|ke (l^i^t with a wiih niucb lefs,^ 
More fit thy greatnefs, and my littlenefs) 
I40 here I beg (I whom thou once didil pjjfqve 
So humble to efteem, fo good to love) 
Not that thy fpirit might "on me doubled be, . 
I afk but half thy n;\igbty fpirif For me. 
And, when my Mufe foars with fo ftrong a wing, 
'TwUl karn cf things divine, and^firft of thee, to 



' IX. 

Imitation qf Martial [ly Lib, V- Ep, apci, 

<f S I tecum mihi, care Martialis, 
•* Securis liceat frui diebus j 

\j] Expos'd by tyrant-Jone to/avi^e ieafii andfreu] 
As (he primitive Chriftians were, by the iyrant-bate of 
iheir pagan perfecutqrs. Anon. 

[/] Ed. Maittaiie, Lend. 171$. 

* K4 ^^Si 



Digitized by 



Google 



13^ 'FOE M S O F 

** Si difponere tempus otiofum, 

*^ Et vera pariter vac^re vitae : 

*^ Nee nos atria, nee domos potentum, 

^^ Nee lites tetricas, forumque trifte 

^' Noffemus, nee imagines fuperbas : 

*^ Sed geftatioj -fabulae, libelli, 

*' Campus, porticus, umbra, virgo, thermae j 

*' Haec effent loca femper^ hi labores. 

*' Nunc vivit fibi neuter, heii, bonofque 

^' Soles effugere,^atque abirefehtit; 

'* Qui nobis pereunt, & imputarttur. 

*' Quifquam vivere eum feiat, moratur ?'* 

T F, deareft friend, it my good fete might be 

T* enjoy at onee a quiet life and ttee ; 
If we for happinefs could leifure find [w]. 
And wandering time into a mcthodtiiidj 
We fhould not fure the great man's favour need. 
Nor on long hopes, the court's thin diet, feed,, 

• [^] V ^6 for ha^in^fs could leifure jini\ An Cxquiiite 
line ! of which Mr. Gray felt, and has exprefTedi 
all the pathos, when, in his Hymn to Adverfity, hc| 
faid— 

** Scar'd at thy frown terrific, fly 
<* Self-plcafing Folly«s idle brood, ^ 

^ f« Wild Laughter, Noife, and thoughtlefs Joy, . 
<* JtH^aiH us leifure to be goodJ* Anon, 
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We fliould not patience find, daily to hear 
The calumnies, and flatteries, fpoken there. 
We fhould not a lord's table humbly ufe. 
Or talk, in ladies chambers, love and news ; 
But books and wife difcourfe, gardens and fields. 
And aJJ the joys that unmix'd nature yields. 
Thick fummer fhades, where winter ftill does lye . 
Bright winter fires, that fummer's part fupply. 
Sleep, not controll'd by cares^ cpnfin'd to nighty 
Or bound in any rule, but appetite, 
free, but not favage or ungracious jnirth ; 
Jlich wines, to give it quick and eafy birth, 
A few companions, which ourfelves ihould chufe, 
A gentle miftrefs, and a gentler Mufe, 
Such, deareft frieiid, fuch,v without doubt, ihouU 

be. .' 
Our place, our bufinefs, and our company. 
Now to himfelf, alas, doeis neither live, 
3ut fees "good funs, of which we iare to give * ' 
A ftrift account, fet and miarch thick away : 
ICnows a man how to live, and does he ftay ^ . 



X. A.NA- 
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A N ACRE O N T I C S [»]: 



on. 



Some Copies,of Verfcsi tranflate4'Paraplu'afti- 
caUy out of A n a c r :^ on. 



K. 9 y E. 

I'LL fing of heroe$, and of kings; 
In mighty numbers, mighty things. 
Begin, my Mufe ; but lo, the firings 
To my great fong rcfbelliou^ provp ; 
The ftripgs will found of nought, hut lQve« 
I brokp them all, and put on new ; 
*Tis this, or nothing f\ire, will do. 
Thefe fure (faid I) will me obey; 
Thefe fure heroic notes will play, 

[»] Thefe Anacreontics Ihew, that the author 
wanted neither eafe of expreffion nor the grace of 
numbers, when he followed the tent of his own taft^ 
and genius. 

Straight 
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IStraight I began yntk tinm&nrsg; Jqk^] 
And all th' immottaL powers,, bnit lonrr. 
Love fmil'd ; and from my enfeebled lyiw 
Came gentle airs, fuch as infpirc 
Melting love, and foft defirc^ 
Farewel, then, heroes, fiarewcl kings,. 
And mighty numbers, mighty things ; 
Love tunes my heart juft to my ftrings. 



THE thirfty earth foaks up the ratn. 
And drinks, and gapes for drink again. 
The plants fuck in the earth, and are. 
With conftant drinking, frefh and fair. 
The fea itfelf, which, one would think^ 
Should have but little need of drinkj^ 
Drinks ten thoufand rivers up. 
So fiird, that they o'erjqw the cup. , 

The bufy fun (and one would guefs, 
By*s drunken fiery face, no lefs) 
Drinks up the fea 5 and when he'as donie. 
The moon and ftars drink up the fun. 
They drink and dance by their own lights 
Xbey drink and revel all the night. 

Nothinjf 
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Nothing in nature's fober found. 
But an eternal health goes round. 
Fill up the bowl then, fill it high. 
Fill all the glafles there : for why 
Should every creature drink, but I, 
Why, man of morals, tell me why ? 

III. 
. B B A U T y. 

LIBERAL nature did difpenfe 
To all things arms for their defence ; 
And fome (he arms with finewy force, 
And fome, with fwiftnefs in the courfe ; . 
Some, with hard hoofs, or forked claws. 
And fome, with horns, or tufkedjaws; 
And fome with fcales, and , fome with wings. 
And fome with teeth, and fome with fti^igs, 
Wifdom to man the did afford, 
Wifdom for flxield, and wit for fwprd. 
What to beauteous woman-kind. 
What arms, what armour, has flie affign'd ? 
Beauty is both ; for yrith the fair 
What arms, what armour, can compare ? 
What fteel, what gold, or diamond. 
More impaffihle is found ? 

An4 
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And yet what flame, what lightning, e'er 
So great an a£Hve force did bear ? 
They are all weapon ; and they dart. 
Like porcupines, from every part. 
Who can, alas, their ftrength exprefs, 
Arm*d, wKen they themfelves undrefs, 
Cap-a-pee with nakednefs ? 

iV. 

T H K D U E L. 

Y E S, 1 will love then, I will love ; 
I will not now love's rebel prove. 
Though I was once his enemy ; 
Though, ill-advis*d and ftubborn, I 
Did to the combat him defy. 
An helmet, fpear, and mighty fhleld. 
Like fome new Ajax, I did wield. 
Love in one hand his bow did take. 
In th* other hand a dart did fliake. 
But yet in vain the dart did throw. 
In vain he often drew the bow. 
So well my armour did refift. 
So oft by flight the blow I mifs'd. 
But, when I thought all danger paft, • 
His quiver emptied quite at lafl:, 

Inftead 
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Inftead of arrow, orof cUrt) 

He fliot himrelf. into ^my heart. 

The living -and the killing arrow 

Ran through the fkin, the flefh, the blood. 

And broke the bones, and fcorch'd the marrow ; 

No trench or work of life withftood* 

In vain I now the walls maintain, 

I fet out guards and fcouts in vain. 

Since th' enemy does within remain. 

In vain a breaft-plate now I wear. 

Since in my brcaft th& foe I tear. 

In vain my feet their fwiftnefs try| 

For from the body can they fly ? 



AOE* 



OFT am I by the women tol^. 
Poor Anacreon, thou grow'ft old : 
Look, how thy hairs are falling all j 
Poor Anacreon, how they fall ! 
Whether I grow old or no. 
By th* effeSs I do not know. 
This I know, without being tuJd, 
Tis time to live, if I grow old j 



^Tif 
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•Tis time fhort pleafures now to tike. 
Of little life the bell to irtake. 
And manage wifely the Isrft ftake. 

VI. 

THE ACCOUNT. 

WHEN all the ftars are by thee told 
, (The endlefs fums of heavenly gold) j 
Or, when the hairs are reckoned all ; 
From fickly autumn's head that fall. 
Or, when die drops that make the fea, 
Whilft all her fands thy counters be ; 
Thou then, and thou alone, may'ft prove 
Th' arithmetician of my love. 
An hundred Ibves at Athens fcore. 
At Corinth write an hundred more : 
Fair Corinth does fuch beauties bear, 
So few is an efcaping there [o]. 
Write then at Chios feventy-three ; 
Write then at Lelbos (let me fee) 
Write me at Lefbos ninety down. 
Full ninety loves, and half a one. 

[o]-^ an e/cafing there,] Aftroke of moral fatire, Aid 
in, on that city, fo infamous for its brothclry. The poet 
is fage, even in thefe mad Anacreontics. 

And 
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And next to thefe let me prefent 

The fair Ionian regiment. 

And next the Carian company. 

Five hundred both eifFecftively [^J, 

Three hundred more at Rhodes and Crete ; 

Three hundred 'tis, I'm fure, complete j 

For arms at Crete each face does bear. 

And every eye's an archer there. 

Go on ; this ftop why doft thoa make ? 

Thou think'ft, perhaps, that I miftake. 

Seems this to thee too great a fum ? 

Why, many thoufands are to come ; 

The mighty Xerxes could not boaft 

Such different nations in his hoft. 

On 'y for my love, if thou be'ft weary 3^ 

Muft find fome better fecretary. 

I have not yet my Perfian told. 

Nor yet my Syrian loves enroll'd. 

Nor Indian, nor Arabian ; 

Nor Cyprian loves, nor African ; 

Nor Scythian, nor Italian flames ; 

There's a whole map behind of names : 

Of gentle loves i'th' temperate zone, 

And cold ones in the frigid zone ; 

[f] — effe^i'vely.'] The term in ufe with military men 
(and therefore humouroully afFedled here) for completely. 

Cold 



Digitized by 



Google 



MR.^. COWLBY> ^i|. 

Gold frozen lov^, with whiclv I pincj 

And parched loves, beneath the line; ^ 



yii. 

COL!>/ 

A ALIGHT Y jSdiii to love ft is'j 
And *tis a pain .that pain t6 mifs. * \ 

But of all pains the greateft pain 
It is to love, but love in vaiii. 
Virtue now, nbr ribble blood, .- ' 

Nor wit by love is underftood, ^ > 

Gold alone docs pafHon iftove, . - . . ' , • 
Gold monopolii&es -love ! . . i ) 

A curfe on her; sthd on the man • T 

Who this traffic-firft began ! • 
A curfe on<h)rh who fouhd the otil ' 
A curfe on him who digg'd the ftore ! 
A curfe on him who did refine it ! 
A curfe on him who firft did coin it 1 
A curfe, all curfes elfe above, 
On him, who uVd it firft in love | 
Golcj l?egj5t? in brethren teite^ ' . «; 

Gold, in families debate 5 , ... 

Gold, does friend0iips feparate^ . , ,, ^ 

Gold, does civil wars create^ - ' \ 

:V yoL. L L theft 
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Theft the fmalleft harms of it! 
Goldy alas^ does love beget. 

• rnu 

ITHB £PfCUR£. 

FILL {hfcbowl \wtli rofy wmr. 
Around our temples i^f^ twixvc i 
And let us ch^u:fiil}y awhile. 
Like the wine and K>fes, (mile. 
Crown'd with rofes, we CMtenui 
Gyges' wealthy ifiadem. 
To-day is our's ; what do we fear f 
To-day is our^s; we hav^ h heie* 
Let's treat it kindly^ that it may 
Wifh» at leafty with u« to ftay. 
Let's banifli Imfiiiefsy baniA forrowi^ 
To the gods, belongs to-morrow* 

IK* 

ANOTHER* 

UNDERNEATH this myrtle ihade. 
On flowery beds fupinely laid^ ^ 
With odorous oils my head o'er-flowiagt 
^nd around it rofts growings 

What 
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Wiiat (bould I do but drink awajr 
*f he heat and troubles of the day ? 
in this more than kingljr ftate. 
Love himfelf ihall on me wait. 
Fill to me^ love, nay, fill it up j 
And nlingled cajQ: into the cup, 
Witj and mirth^ and noble fires^ 
Vigorous health, and gay defires* 
The wheel of life no lefs will ftay 
In a fmooth, than rugged way* 
Since it equally does flee. 
Let the motion pleafant be» 
Why do, we precious ointments ibowei^j, 
Nobler wines why do we pour^ 
Beauteous flowers why do we fpreadj 
Upon the monuments pf the de$id { 
Nothing they but duft can fhow^ 
Or boneS) that haften to be ib. 
Crown me with rofes whilft I liyc. 
Now your wines and ointments give* 
After death I nothing cravc^ 
Let me alive my pleaiures have ^ 
All are Stoics in tt^ grave. 



tr 
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THEGRASSHOPPEllrf 

HAPPY infea, what can be, 
lii happinefs, coriipar'd to thee ? 
Fed with nourifiiment divine, ' 
The dewy moiwiing^s gentle wine ! 
Nature waits upon thee ftill. 
And thy verdant cup does fill, 
'Tis fiird, wherever thou doft tread. 
Nature's felf's thy Ganymed. 
Thou doft drink^ and dance, and fing ; ^ 
Happier, Aan*the happieft king ! 
All the field*/ AVhich thou doft fee,"' 
All the plants, cbelong to thee, * 
All that fummer hours produce^ 
Fertile mad& with early juice. 
Man for thee does fow dnd plov*^ : 
Farmer he, and landlord thou 1 
Thou doft innocently joy. 
Nor does thy luxury deftroy j 
The fliepherd gladly heareth thee^ 
More harmonious than he. 
Thee, country hinds with gladnefs heary 
Prophet of the ripen'd year ! 

' . Thecg 
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Thee, Phoibus loves^ and does infpire ; 

Phoebus is himfelf thy fire. 

To thee, of all things upon earth. 

Life is no longer than thy mirth. 

Happy infeft, happy thou 

Doft neither ajgc nor winter know. 

But, when thou'ft drunk, and d anc'd, and fu 

Thy fill, the flowery leaves among, . . 

(Voluptuous, and wife, with all. 

Epicurean animal !) 

Sated with thy fummer feaft. 

Thou retir'ft to endlcfs reft.. 



THB SWALLOW. 

FOOLISH prater, what doft thou 
Sq early at my window do. 
With thy tunelefs fercnade ? 
Well 't had been, had Tereus made 
Thee^ as dumb, as Philomel ; 
The^e his knife had done but well. 
In thy luidifcover'd neft 
Thou doft all the winter reft. 
And dreameft o'er thy fummer joys, • 

^ree f^pm the ftormy feafoii's noife ; 

L 3 Free 



Digitized by 



Google 



I j# P O E M S O f 

Free from th* ill thou*ft ioM tQ mc X 
Who difturbs, or feeks out thee ? 
Hadft thou all the Qharaung notes 
Of the wood's poetic throats, 
AH thy art could never pay 
What thou'ft t^'cn from me away ; 
Cruel bird, thou'ft ta'en ;»way 
A dream out of my arms to-day, 
A dream, that ne'er muft equalM b^ 
By all thaCwaking eyes may fee^ 
Thou, this damage to repair. 
Nothing half fo fweet or fair. 
Nothing half fo good can'ft bring, 
Though m^n ftyj Thoukring'Ji tbefprin^^ 

*«!» «i» »to a. vlj Qj «8# «t< .I* 
V^TT^ * * * 1^ 



ELEGY UPON ANACREON, 
who was choaked by a Grape-stone, 

* Spoken by the God of Love^ 

JIQW Ihall I lament thine end, 
My beft fervant, and my friend ? 
Nay, and, if from a deity 
8q much deified as I, 



It 
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It found not too profane and od4» 
Oh my mafter^ and my god ! 
For 'tis true, mott mighty poet, 
(Though I like not, men ihould know it) 
I am in naked nature lefs, 
Lefs by much, thaa in thy dreis« 
All thy verfe is fofter far 
Than the downy feathers are 
Of my wings^ orof my arroMrs, 
Of my mother's doves, or fparrows* 
Sweet, as lovers frefiieft Juiles ; 
Or, their riper following bliflcs i 
Graceful, cleanly, fmootfa, and rounds 
All with Venus' girdle bound ( 
' And thy life was all the while 
Kind and gentle, as thy ftyle. 
The fmooth*pac'd hours of ev'ry day 
Glided numerottfly away. 
Like thy verfe, each hour did pais ; 
Sweet and ibort, like that it was* 

Some do but their youth allow me, 
Juft what they, by nature owe mej 
The time, that's mine, and not their own, 
The certain tribute of my crown. 
When they grow old, they grow to be 
Top bufy,. or too wife, for mc^ 

h 4 Thou 
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Thou wert wifcr, and didft know^ 
None too wife for tove can grow i 
Love was with thy life cntwin'd 
Clofe^ as heat with fire is join'd, 
A powerful brand prefcrib'd the date 
pf thine, like Meleager's fate. 
Th* antiperiftafis [q] of. age • • 
More enflam'd thy amorous rage $ 
Thy filver hairs yielded. me more^ 
Than even golden curls, before. 
Had I the power of creation, 
As I have of generation, \. . . . 
Where J the matter muft obey. 
And cannot work plate out pf olay j 
My creatures ffaould be all likethee^ 
^Tis (hou (hould their idea be. 

[^] Antiperlftafii\ Thi^ hanl word-only means, r0«f 
frejion. The; word is afed by natur^lifb to exprefs the 
power, which o;ie quality has, hy prejpng on tdlfides^ \o 
augment its contrary : as here the cold^ with which old 
age is environed, increafes heat. He exprefles this 
Quaint idea more plainly in two verfes of The Mis- 
press (left out in this colledion), where he fays— 
** Flames their moft vigorous heat do hold, 
\\ And purcft light, \i compafs^d round nuith cold,^* 

TbitUquefty St. 3. 

They, 
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They, like thee, fhould throughly hate 
Pufinefs,, honour, title, ftate. 
Other wealth they fliould not know, 
Put what my living mines beftow; 
The pomp of kings they fhould coiifeis 
At their crownings to be Icfs 
Than a lover's hprnWeft guife. 
When at his miftrefs* feet he licst 
Rumour they np more fhould mind 
Than men fafe-landed do, the wind ; 
Wifdom itfelf they fliould not hear^ 
When it prefumes to be feyere, 
Beauty alone they fliould ^dmire j 
Nor look at fprtune*s vain attire. 
Nor aflc what parents it can fliew ; 
With dead, or old, t* has nought to dq, 
They fliould not love yet all, of any. 
But very much, and very many. 
All their life fliould gilded be 
With mirth, and wjt^ and gaiety. 
Well remembering, and applying 
The neceflity of dying. 
Their chjeariful heads flioujd always wear 
All that crowns the flowery year. 
They fliould always laugh, and fing, 
^nd dance, and ftrike th^ harmonious flrir^g, 

i ■ Vcrfe 
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Verfe (bovid from their tongue {0 floir. 
As if it in the mouth did grow. 
As fwiftly aniwering their commaud. 
As tunes obey the artful hand, 
Andy wiijift I do thus difcover 
Th' ingredients of a happy lover, 
Tis, my Anacreon, for ^hy fa)c« 
I of the grape no mention make. 
Till my Anacreon by thee fell,' 
Curfed plant, I lov'd thee well. 
And 'twas oft my wanton ufe. 
To dip my arrows in thy juice. 
. Curfed plant, 'tis true, I fee. 
The old report that goes of thee^ 
That with giants blood the earth 
Stain'd and poifon*d gave thee birth. 
And now thoU wreak'ft thy ancient fpigbt 
On men, in whom the gods delight. 
Thy patron Bacchus, 'tis no wonder. 
Was brought forth in flames and thuilderj 
In rage, in qfi^rels, and in fights, 
Worfe than his tigers, he delights ; 
In all our heaven I think there be [r} 
No fuch ill-natur'd god as he. 

[r]— - Jik'fti thert hel " I think. Crab, my dog It 

(he feoreil-nataTeddog diftt lives." {jSbAh/f, Tnn^c Gent. 

l Thou 
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Thou pretendefty traiterous wune, 
^ To be the Mufes friend and mine. 
With loye and wit thou doft begin, , 
Falfe fires, alas, to draw us in. 
Which, if out courfe we by them keep^ 
Mifguide to madnefs, or to fleep. 
Sleep were well ; thou*ft learnt a wa^ 
To death itfelf now to betray. 

It grieves nte, Vrhen I fee wbat fatQ 
Does on the beft of mankind wait, 
poets, or lovcw, 1^ them bfe, 
'Tis neither love nor poefy 
Can arm againft death's fmalleft dart 
The poet's head^ or lover's heart. 
But, when their life, in its dedinsfj 
Touches th* inevitable line, 
AU the world's mortal to *em then. 
And wine is aconite to met}. 



$f Verona^ A.w. S. 3.] Bi, for am oris, was origl* 
nally the miftake of one mo^fe for another. It, after* 
^^rards, grew into credit ; and feei^ed to takjs an air of 
^nfiftcncy and regularity, vi4i^ti fomebody h^d be- 
thought himfelf to^tiife, Sif% in ti^e Sccoad Pcrfon, 
for ^r/. Hence, what grammarians call, the ifouiU 
forin in the Indicative Frdeiit of tiie Auxiiiftry, u ie^ 
It is; novf, defenredJf expMedv 

Nay, 
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Nay, in death's hand, the grape-flone proves 
As ftrong, as thunder is in Jove's. 



♦ XL 

THE CHRONICLE- 
A BALLAD [s]. 



l^jTARGARITA firft poffcfs'd. 

If I remember well, my breaft, 

Margarita, firft of all ; . 

But, when a while the wanton maid 

With my reftlefs heart had play'd, 

Martha took the flying ball. 



Martha fbon did it refign ^ 

To the beauteous Catharine. 

[i] This agreeable Ballad has had juftice done to it. 
J^othing is more famotta, even in our days, th^n 
Cgif ley's mifireffeu 

Beauteau$ 



Digitized by 



Google 



MR* A. COWLUY. 

beauteous Catharine gave place 
(Though loth and angry. flie to part 
With the poffeffion of my heart) 

To Elifi^'s conquering face. 

.3* ^ 

Elifa till this hour might reigrl^ 

Had fhe not evil counfeb ta'en: 
Fundamental laws (he broke. 
And ftill new favourites Oie chofe. 
Till* Up in arms my paffions rofc. 
And caft away her yoke. 

i 

4- 
^ary then and gentle Anne 

Both ko reign at once began; 

Alternately they fway*d : 
And fometimes Mary was the fair. 
And fometimes Anne the crown did wear. 

And fometimes both P obey'd. 

5- '. 
Another Mary then arbfe, 

And did rigorous laws impofe : 

A mighty tyrant, fhe ! 
Long, alas, fliould I have been 
Under that iron-fceJ)ter'd queen^ 

Had hot Rebecca fet me free. . 



6. When 
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6. 

When fair Rebecca fet me free^ 

'Twas theii a golden time with me J 
But foon thoie pleaAires fled i 
For the gracious princeis djr'd 
In her youth and beauty's pridci 
And JvuUtli ^igp^i In ^r ftead« 

7* 

One month, thr^ 4^y3, and hal/ an hQutf 
Judith held the fovereign powers 
Wondrous beautiful her face | 

But fo weak and fmall her wit. 

That fhc to govern -was unfit. 

And fo ^uiknna took her placet 

But, when Ifabella rame, 

Arm'd with a rcfiftlefs &^me^ - 
And th' artillery of her eye j 

Whilft flie proudly march'd about 

Greater conquefts to. iind out. 

She beat 04t Sufan by the bye« 

But ill her pUce I then obey'd 

Black-ey'd Befs, her viceroy-maid. 



T» 



Digitized by 



Google 



MR. A* COHtrtST, «jf 

To whom cnfu'd a vacancy. 
Thoufand worfe paffions then pofleTs'ii 
The interregnum of my Weaft : 

Blefs me from fuch an anarchy ! 

10. 

Gentle Henrietta than [^], 

And a third Mary next began $ 
Then Joan, and Jane, and Audria^ 

And then a pratty Thomailne; 

And then another Katharine^i 
And then a long it catira* 

It* 

But fhouM I now to you relate. 

The ftrength and riches of -thdr ftatCfs. 
The powder, patches, and the pins^ 
The ribbands, jewels, and the rings, 
The lace, the paint, and warlike things. 
That make up all their magazines ; 



[/] '^ihan'] So fpelt (as many otJier w^s In thelei 
poems are) for Cl^e i^kc of the rhyme. JEie had leanoed 
this arty or licence rather, from Spenferr who pra^fed 
it very fi^qoently. Jot he isight have learned better 
things from our old poet, if this early favoiirtte of hi^ 
youth had been taken for the model of his riper 
age. 

t%. If 
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If I fiiould tell the politic arts 

To take and keep mens hearts ; 

The letters, cmbaffies, and fpieS, 
'The frowns, and fmilps, and flatteries. 
The quarrels, tears, and perjuries, 

Numb^rlcfs, namelefs myfteries' I 

And all the little^ lime-twigs laid - 
By Machiavef, the waiting-maid j 
I more voluhiinous fliould gto^/r 
(Chiefly, if I like them fhould tell 
All change of weathers [a] that befell) 
Than Holini^ead or Stow* 

But I will briefer with them be. 

Since few of them weit long Widi me* 
An higher and a nobler ftraiii 
My prefent emperefs does claim, 
Hcleonor^, Jir/l d*tV name ; t 

Whom Godgront long to reign t 

[ti]-^ change of weathers] HishrilUattt wit^ fef 
once, is well placed. 



XIL ODE, 
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XII* 

O D E. 

ACME drid SE 1^1*1 Ml USi" 
Out of Catullus* 

•TX^ H I L S T on Septimius* panting breaft^ 

(Meaning nothing left than reft) 
Acme lean'd her loving head, ^.--^ 
Thus the pleas'd Septimius faid i 

My deareft Acme, if 1 be 

Once alive, and love not thee 

With a paffion far above 

All that e*er was called love. 

In a Libyan deferl may 

I become fome lion's prey ; 

Let him. Acme, let him tear 

My bi'eaft, when Acme is not there^ 

The god of lovfe^ Who flood to hear hlni^ 
(The god of lov« was always near him) 
Vol. L M pjeasM 
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Pleas'd and tickled with the found, 
SneezM ^oud : and all around 
Tf he little loves, that waited by, 
Bow'd, and • blcfs*d the augury. 
Acpie, inflam'd with what he faid, 
Rear'd ber gently-bending head. 
And, her purple mouth with joy 
Stretching to the delicious boy. 
Twice (ani twice could fcarce fuffice) 
She kifs'd his drunken, rolling eyes.r 

My little life, my all (faid fhe). 

So may we ever fervants be 

To thisf bcft god, and ne'er retaia 

Our hated liberty again, 

So may thy paffion laft for me. 

As I a paffion have for thee. 

Greater and fiercer much than caii 

Be conceiv'd by thee^ a manr 

Into jny marrow is it gone, 

FixM and fettled in the bonej 

It reigns not only in my heart. 

But runs, like life through ev'ry part* 

She fpoke ; the god of love, aloudy 

Sneez'd again ; and all th6 crowd 

Of little loves, that waited by,. 

Bow'd, and blefs'd the augury. 



This 
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This good omen thus fronr heaven. 

Like a happy fignal, given, 

Their loves and lives (all four) embrace^ 

And hand in hand run all the racci 

To poor Septimius (who did now 

Nothing elfc but Acme grow) 

Acme's bofom was alone 

The whole v^l-orld's imperid dirone^ 

And to faithful Acme's mind 

Septimius was all human kind. 

If the gods Would pleiafe to be 

But advis'd for once by mci 

I'd advife them, when them fp]| 

Any illuftrious pietyj 

To reward her^ if it be fee j 

To reward him^ if it be he 5 

With fuch a huftaftd, fuch a wife [kAJ^ 

With Acme's and Septimius' life* ; 

[w] -^/uc^ 4 hufband, /uch a wift} It is to be oB** 
fcrved, to the honour of our author's morals^ and goo4 
tafte, that, by this little deviation from his original, h« 
ha£ converted a loofc love-poem into a fober epithala^ 
mium. We have all the grace, and, what is more^ aU 
the warmth of Catullus, without his indecency. 

M ^ xltL THE 
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XIII. 
THE PRAISE OF PINDAR [x]. 

AN ODE: 
In Imitation of Horace, 4 Od. ii* 



T>1ND AR is imifafcle by none ; 

The phoenix Pindar is a vaft fpecics alone. 
Whoe'cr,butDaedalus,with waxen wings could flyj, 
And neither fink too low, nof foar too high i 

What could he, who follow'd, claim. 
But of vain boldnefs the unhappy fame. 

And, by his fall, a fea to name ? 

M Thefraife of Pindar. 1 This, and the three fol- 
lowing odes are in the number of thofe, which Mr. 
Cowley calls, Findaru : an exquifite fort of poetry, to 
which his Jiyie was very ill ftnted ; being, for the moft 
part, carelefs, and fometimes, aiFedtedly vulgar.— The 
ideas, in this ode, are from Horace ; but the fpirit and 
expreffion, are the writer's own. 

J Pindar's 
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Pindar's unnavigablc fong. 
Like a fwoln flood from fome fteep mountain, pours 
along; 
The ocean meets with fuch a voice 
From his enlarged mouth^as drowns the ocean's 
♦ noife. 



So Pindar does new words and figures roul 
Down his impetuous dithyrambic tide, 

Which in no channel deigns t'abide. 

Which neither banks nor djkes controuU 
•Whether th' immortal gods he fings 

In a no lefs immortal ftrain ; 
Or the great afts of god-defcended kings. 
Who in his numbers ftill furvive and reign* 

Each rich embroider'd line. 
Which their triumphant brows around. 

By his facred hand, is bound, 
Does all their ftarry diadems outlhine* 

3- 

Whether at Pifa's race he pleafc 
To carve in,polifh'd verfe the conquerors Images : 
Whether the fwift, the fkilful, or the ftrong. 
Be crowned in his nimble, artful, vigorous fong: 
M 3 Whether 
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Whether fomc brave young man*s untimely fate| 
In words worth dying for, he celebrate. 

Such mournful, and fuch pleafing words, 
jAsjoyt* his mother's and his miftrefs' grief afFords j 
Jle bids him live and grow in fi^me, 
Ampng the ftars he flicks his name [y] ; 
The grave can but the drqfs of him devour j 
go fm^U is death's, fo great the poet^s, power. 



' 4» 
1^0, how th' obfequious wind, and fweHing ah-, 

The Theban fwan [2;] does upwards bea^' 
Jnto the walks of clouds, where he does play, 
And with extended wings open his Hcjuid way^ 

Whilft, alas, my tim'rous Mufe 

Unambitious tracks purfues j 

\j ] Jmcng the fiars he fitch his name] 
" Stellis inferere, et concilio Jovis." Hor. 3 Od, 
XXV. 6. Cowley. 

[z] The Theban /wan]Mr, Gray calls him, the Theha^ 
iagle ; but the imagery of both poets is much the fame, 
— *^ tho' he inherit 
** Nor the pride, nor ample pinion, 

" That the Theban eagle bear, 
S^ Sailing with fupreme dominion 

H Thro' theazure deep of air.'Trogrefs of Poetj y. 

Does, 
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X)oes, with weak unballaft wings. 
About the mofly brooks and fprings ; 
About the trees new-bloflbm'd heads. 
About the gardens painted beds. 
About the fields and flowery meads. 
And all inferior beauteous things. 

Like the laborious bee, 
For little drops of honey flee [a]. 
And therewith humble fweetscontentsher Induftry. 



XIV. 

B R U T U S[i]. 
AN ODE. 



•pXCELLENT Brutus, of all human race 
The bcft, till nature was improv'd by grace, 

[fl]— ^/if] The propier word had been fy^ if the 
rhyme would have given leave. Toflecy is properly to 
fno*vt nuith /peed out ofthe^way of danger \ tojfyy to fMO^vi 
with /peed on wings. 

[if] The fubjeft of this ode feems to have bee^ 

chofai by the poet, for the fake of venting his indig- 

M 4 Till 
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Till men ^bovc thcmfelves faith raifed more, 

Than reafon above be^fts, before. 
Virtue was thy life's centre, and fron\ thenc^ 
Pld filently and conftantly difpenfe 
The gentle vigorous influence 
To all the wide and fair circumference : 
And all the parts upon it leanM fo eafily, 
Obejr'd the mighty force fo willingly^ 

nation againft Cromwell. — ^It has been generally fuppoC 
tod, that Mr. Cowley had no ear for harmony, and cvei^ 
no tafle of elegant expreilion. And one fhould be apt to 
think fo, fr«m his untuned v^rfe and ragged llyle : but 
the cafe was only this : Donne and Jonfon were the fa- 
vourite poets of the time, and therefore the models, on 
which our poet was ambitious to form himfelf. But un- 
happily thefe poets offered harfh numbers and uncooth 
expreflion i and what they affefled, eaiily came to be 
looked upon as beauties > Even Milton himfelf, in his 
, younger days, fell into this delufion. [See his poem on 
$hakij[j[iearJ] But the vigour of his genius, or, perhaps 
his courfeof life, which led him out of the high>road of 
fafhion, enabled him, in good time, to break through 
the fnare oi^exemplar «uitiis imitabile. The couf t, which 
had worfe things to anfwer for, kept poor Cowley eter- 
nally in it. Hefor/ook the con'verfation (fays Dr. Sprat, 
^ho defigncd him a compliment in the obfervation)^^ 
^t never THE language of the pouRT, 

Tha^ 
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That none could difcord or diforder fee 

In all their contniriety. 
\Each had his motion natural and free. 
And the whole no more mov'd, than the whole 
world cpuld be. 



From tlie ftrift rule fome think that thou didft 

fwerve 
(Miftaken honeft men) in Caefar's blood : 
What mercy could the tyrant's life deferve 
From him, who kill'd himfelf, rather than ferve ? 
Th* herpic exaltations of good 

Are fo far from underftood. 
We count therti vice : alas, our fight's fo ill. 
That thingSjwhic^ fwift;eft move,feem to ftand ftill. 
We look nqf upon virtue in her height, 
Qn her fupreme idea, braye and bright. 

In the original light ; 
But as her be^ms refleded pafs 
Through our own nature, or ill cuftom's glafs; 

And 'tis norwonder fo. 

If, with dejefted eye. 
In ftanding pools we feek thefky, 
That ftars, fo high above, fliould feem to us below. 

3. Can 
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Can weftand by, and fee 
Our mother robb'd, and bound, and raviih'd be. 

Yet not to her affiftance ftir, 
PIcasM with the ftrength and beauty of the ra^* 
vifher[r]? 
Or, ihall we fear to kill him, if before 
The cancel'd name of friend he bore I 
Ingratcful Brutus do they call ? 
Ingrateful Caefar, who could kome enthral f 
In a£i: more barbarous and unnatural 
(In th' exaft balance of true virtue tried) 
Than his fucceffor Nero's parricide ! 

There's none, but Brutus, could deferve 
That all men elfe ihould wifb to ferve, 
I 
\c] This is well put. "Bat pielj to the mother mxAnoK 
extiitguiih ail regard for the mothtr^ sfons. Nothing con- 
tributed fo much, as the aflaffination of the firft Csefar, 
to biiDg on all thofe tragedies, with which the gloomy 
and nnappeafable jealoafy of his fucceffors, afterwards, 
filled the Roman annals. The qucftion is not, what Ca- 
{3j: dcferved, but what the true intereftof the Roman peo- 
ple repaired. For in thefe cafes, as Macbeth well obferves, 

•i «* we but teach 

<« Bloody inilruftions, which, being taught, return 
« To plague th' inventor"— Ai\ I. S. viii- 

And 
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And Caefar^s ufurp'd place to him fliould profFer; 
None can deferve % but he, who would refufe 
the offer, 



4^ 

JIl fate afllim'd a body, thee t' affright. 
And wrapt itfelf i'th* terrors of the night, 
/7/ meet thee at Philippiy faid the fpright ; 
/7/ meet thee ther^^ faidft thou. 
With fuch a yoice, and fuch a brow. 
As put the trembling ghoft to fuddcn flight | 
' It vanifli'd, as a taper's light 
Goes out, when fpitits appear in fight * 
Oac would have thought, \ had heard the morivt 
ing crow. 
Or feen her well*appointed ftar 
Come marching up the eaftern hill afar [rf], 
}^or durft it in Philippi's field appear, 

But unfeen attack'd thee there. 
Had it prefum*d in any fhape thee to oppofe, 
Thou wouldft have forc'4 it back upon thy foes : 

[d\ — eaflern Mllafar,'] 
♦* Till down the eaftern diffi afar, 
•^Hyperion's march they fpy, andglkt'riag fhafts of 
♦* war.'* Mr. Gray#, 
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Or fiain % like Caefar, though it be 
A conqueror^ and a monarchy mightier far than he« 



What joy can human things to us afford. 

When we fee perifh thus, by odd events, 
111 men, and wretched accidents. 

The be(lcaufe,and beft mi^n that ever drew a fword i 
When we fee 

The falfe Odlavius, and wild Antony, 

God'Iike Brvitus, conquer thee ? 

What can we fay, but thine own tragic word. 

That virtue, which had worihip'd been by thee 

Asi the moft folid good, and greateft deity, 
By this fatal proof became 
An idol only, and a name ? 
Hold, noble Brutus, and reftrain 

The bold voice of thy generous difdain : 
Thefe mighty gulphs are yet . 

Too deep for all thy judgement and thy wit. 

The timers fet forth already, which ihall quell 

Stiff reafon, ^hen it offers to rebell ; 

Which thefe great fccrets fhall unfealji 
And Jiew philofophies reve^U 
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A few years more, fo foon hadft thou not died. 
Would have confounded human virtue's pride. 
And fhew'd thee a God crucified. 

To Mr. H o B B E s [e]. 



\T AST bodies, of philofophy 
I oft have feen, and read ; 
But all are bodies dead. 
Or bodies by art fafliioned : 
I never yet the living foul could fee, "^ 
But in thy books, and thee* 
'Tis only God can know 
Whether the fair idea thou doft (how 
Agree intirely with his own, or no# 

[e] Mr. Hobbes was, at this time, the philosopher in 
faihion : and Mr. Cowley fpeaks the fafliionabic, rathef 
than his own fcnfe of him ; as appears from the exag* 
gerated ftrain of his panegyric. However, he does but 
j ufticc to the vigour of his fenfe, and the manly elegance 
ofhisftyle: for the /a//^r of which qualities, chiefly, 
hisphilofophic writings are now valuable. 

This 
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This I dare boldly tell, 
*Ti$ fo like truth, 'twill ferveour turn as well [^J* 
Juft^ as in nature, thy proportions bej 
As full of concord, their variety* 
As firm the parts upon their centre reft ; 
And all fo folid are, that they at leaft. 
As much as nature, emptinefs deteft* 



Long did the mighty Sfagirite retain [g] 

The univerfal intellc£lual reign. 

Saw his own country's (hort-li/d leopard flainf/i^j; 

The ftrongcr Roman-eagle did outfly [x], 

Oftner renewed his age, and faw that die ; 

[/] ThhUarBhUfytett, 

^Tis/o like truth, 'tivill ferve our turn as «tvrf/.] Th* 
writer, indeed, is a poet : but this was rather too 6oUfy 
faid. 

[g] Ariflotle ; fo called from the town of Stagira, 
where he was born, fituated near the bay of Strymon in 
Macedonia. Cowley. 

• [h] Outlafted the Grecian empire, which, in the vifionf 
of Daniel, is reprefented, by a leopard, with four wings 
upon the back^ and four heads, cftap. vii. 6. Cowley, 

[/] Was recdived even beyond the bounds of theRo* 
man empire, and out-lived it. Cowley. 

I Meccha 
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Meccha itfelf, in fpight©f Mahomet, poflefs'd[i]. 
And, chas*d by a wild deluge from the Eaft, 
His monarchy new planted in the Weft. 
But, as in time each great imperial race 
Degenerates, and gives fome new one fdace ; 
So did this noble empire wafle. 
Sunk by degrees from glories paft. 
And in the fchool'mens hands it perifh'd quiteat lafl. 
Then nought but words it grew. 
And ^bofe all barbarous too : 
. It perifh'd, and it vanilh'd there. 
The life and foul, bxeath'd out, became but 
empty air. 

Ik] For Ariftotle's philofbphy was ]p great cfleem 
among the Arabians or Saracens ; witnefs thofe man/ 
excellent books upon him, or according to his principles^ 
written by Averroes, Avicenna, Avempace, and divers 
others. ^ Injpight o/Mflhamt : becaufe his law, bang 
adapted to Ae barbarous humour Qf thofe people hehad 
£rfl to deal withal, and aiming only at greatnefs of em* 
pire by the fword, forbids all thelbdiesof learning;: 
which (neverthelefs) floriihed admirably under the Sa- 
tacen monarchy, aad continuedfo, tillit was extinguifh- 
ed with that empire, by the inundation of the Turks, 
and other nations. Meccha is the town in Arabia 
where Mahomet yyas born. Cowley. 

3. The 
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T*he fields,which anfwer*d well theancicnts ploifgb| 
Spent and out-worn, return no harveft now. 
In barren age wild and unglorious lie^ 

And boaft of paft fertility. 
The poor relief of prefent poverty* 

Food and fruit we now muft want, 
. Unlefs new lands we planti 
We break up tombs with facrilegious hands | 

Old rubbiih we remove i 
To walk in ruins, like vain ghofts, we love. 
And with fond divining wands [/] 
We fearch among the dead 
For treafures buried, 
Whilft ftill the liberal earth does hold 
So many virgin mines of undifcover'd gold« 

4- 
The Baltic, Euxine, and the Cafpian, 
And flendcr-limb'd Mediterranean [w], 

[/] Firgula divina, era divining wand, is a two-forked 
branch of an hazel-tree, which isufed for the finding out 
either of veins, or hidden treafures, of gold or iilver j 
and being carried about, bends downwards (or rather is 
faid to do fo) when it comes to the place where they lye< 
Cowley. 

[m] All the navigation of the ancient* was in thefe 

Seem 
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fieem narrow^crecks to thee, and. only £t 
For the poor wretched fiiher-boats of ynt. 
Thy nobler veflel the vaft ocean tries, - ; 

And nothing fees, but Teas- arid fkies. 

Till unknown regions it defcries, 
^Thou great Columbus of the goldei> lanjis of* 

new philofophies. 

Thy talk was harder much, than his| 
tor thy learn *d America is 

iSTot only found but firft by thee. 
And rudely left to future induftry ; 

But thy eloquence, and thy wit, 
Has planted, peopled, tuilt^ and civiliz'd iti 

■^" 

Ilittlc thought before, 
(Nor,, being iny own felf fo poor^ 
Could condprehend foyaft a ftore) 
That all the wardrobe of rich ddquertce 
• Could have afforded half enbugh. 
Of bright, of ne^^j and lading ftufF*, 
To cloathe thfe mighty limbs of thy gigantid 

fenfe [«J. 

Teas ; they feldom ventured into tHe ocean ; and wheA 

, they did> did only Ifttus legere, coaft about neat the 

(bore. Cowley.. . -. 

[n] The meaning U, that his noti<>n$ are fo new, and 

Vol.- h N Thy 
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"^hy fiJiii reafen, like the fliielct from hcaveii 
To the Trojan hero given [i]. 
Too ftrofig to taSie a mark from any mortal <kirf ^ 
Yet Ames witfi golf and gems in every part. 
And wonderton ft grav'dby theleam'd hand of art I 
A &teU, that gives delight 
£ve» to the enemies fight^ 
'tTwn>when they're flire to lofe Ac combat by' t[> J^ 

Kor can thedioVr which now cold age does flicd 

Upon thy revermd iKad, 
X^jiench or allay the noble fires within $. 
But all which tbou hail been. 

So gresLtr tlatl Hi not thmk ithad been poiBMe to have 
feund oat wosi^ to expvsfs dtem cteasfy;: as no ward* 
robe can faunSSi doaths to fit^a Body tatter and bigger 
than ever any was before ^ for the ctoatBs wert made 
according to fomc meafixre that dies was. Cowley. 

[o] See die excellent deibripcion of thbiUeldy made 
by Vulcan^ at the sequefl of Venus,, for her fon iE&eas» 
at tlie end of the eighth book^f .die Aneidy. 

•^^ et elypei nou'eiiarrabile textum^'^ 
whereon was graven dl die Roman hiftoiy. Gowl b r • 

[/] '^^^ ^fi ^ c9mSatfy*t.J As not a few did,wha 
prefumed, with^vei^y unequal arms,, to tty the temper 
of that nuipc ^diM ; whkhdme and common- ienfe,r 
howevcri have at length diienchanted* 
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Attd all that youth can he, thou'rt yfct.; 

So fully ftill 4oft thou. 
Enjoy the manhood, and the blbcfm of witj 
And all the nalural heat, but not the fever tod* 
Bo contraries Oja ^Etna's top [q] confpirc \ 
Here hosi,!^ froftsi and by them breaks out fire [^]i 

[f] Si>contraftiiott:^na*^fop\ 8y makingf^r/r^/Pi* 
^/»«'/f 0/ acomparifon onlyi and not enlarging diredlly 
on the contrary qualities of ^-^A/and /^^^^ taken fomdtimes 
in tlie literal f^nfe^ and ibmetinles in the nteta^iKorical^ 
the poet kis kept clears in a good degree) of that mixt 
nvit (as IVfn Addifon calls it), in which he fo much ac- 
celled and delighted. The/nr ofHohhs^geniits, breaking 
Hut under the Jkow af his gray bairs\ might have beeA 
let in (b many different lights by otir ingenidUs author^ 
and have been worked Up by him intofuch a variety of 
amufing centraftsj that the temperate Ufe of his darling 
faculty, in thk inftance^ deferves 6mt coxnmendation* 

[r] The defeription of the neighbourhood of fire ani 
Ihowy Upon ;£tna (but not the application of it) is 
imit^d out of Claude., h i. de Raptu Prof. 

►* Sed qUamvis nlmio fervens exUberet aeftu, 
•* Scit nivibus fervare iidem> pariterquc favillis 
•• Durefcit gl»cies^ tanti f«cUra vaporis, 
** Arcano defenfa gelu^ fumoque fideli 
** Lambit contiguas innoxia flamma pfainas." 
\Vhere, methinks^ isfomewhat ofthat which Seneca ob- 
jects to Ovid, Nefci*vit quad Irene ceffit rtlinquere. When 
he met with a fancy that pleafed him^ he could not find 
N 2 A feciirc 
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,A fecurc peace the faithful neighbours keep, 
Th'embolden'd fnow next to the flame does ilee{^« 
And, if we weigh, like thee. 
Nature, and caufes, we fhall fee 
That thus it needs muft be 5 
To things immortal time can do no wrong; 
And that which never is to die, for ever muft boj 
young. 

in his heart to quit, or ever to have done with it. 7*a« 
citas ha5 the like expreffion of Mount Libanus, Pra^t^ 
puummontitm Libanumy mirum diSu^ tantos inter ardor es 
opacumfidwnfiu nivihus ; ihady among fuch great heats, 
^d faithful to the fnow ; which is too poetical for the 
profe even of a romance, much more of an hiftorian* 
Sil. Italic, of iStna^ L xiv. 

** Summocanajugocohibet (mirabite didu) 
** Vicinam flammis glaciemy^aetemoque rigore 
*' Ardentes horrent fcopuli, flat vertice celii 
** CollishyemsyCalidaquenivemtegitatrafavilli*'^ 
See likewife Seneca» £piit. 79. Cowley. 
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XVI. •: ' 
LIFE AND FAME. 

I^H life, thou nothing's younger brother [j] | 
SoUke,tbatoiicmighttakeonC'fortheoiher|[^! 
What's fom^bpdy, ornobody [« j i 

[s] B^caafe nothing preceded it, ai privation does aH 
being ; which perhaps is the Tenie of the di^ndlion of 
days in the ftcMy of the creation ; night iignifying th« 
"privation, and day» the fubfequent being, from whence 
•the evening is placed iirfl> Gen* i. 5. *' And the even- 
4^ ing and the morning were the firft day." Cowls v. 

[f] Oh life, thou nothing's younger brother ! 
So like, that one might take one for the^tber /] Lc/ifi is 
k/s that{ nothings but ^s being come, of nothings is very like it. 
Mn Cowley's poetry (as here) is often much disfigured 
by the double aiFeftation of w/ and familiarity. He 
would fay an ouf-of-the way thing, in a trivial man- 
joer.— But fuch was the court-idea, in his time, of 
VJritittgf Uh a gentleman. 

[u\ Ti l\ TK, T* ^' «T»c;.i;*»yi wof ay^uv^. Pindar. 
Wbflt isjomehodj, or <what is nobody / Man is the dream 
ofaJh<ndo^^ Rowley., 

N3 la 
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In all the cobwebs of tl^c fchoolmeij's trade [wjjj 
We no fuch ni(:e <liftin<aio|i v^oven fee, 

As 'tis, to be, or, ftQt toTje; 
Dream of a fhadow M ' a ^efleclion, made 
From th^e faife glp^ricsof the gay refledled bow [y% 

Is a more folid thing than thou. 
Vain w^^krbuilt ifthmus{«}, which (toil |)rpu41y 
rife 
. Up betwixt twp eternities [a] | 

[w] The diftinaians of the fchoolmen may be likened 
%o cobwebs (Imea^ tn^y ©f t^tin, fcarWeaie ¥ettcr 
woven) ; either becaufe of th^ too much fineneft of the 
JwOTk, whick makes it fflight» *M abie to catch oply little 
>Ereata^ ; or becau^ diey take noCti^e mV^J^4^ f^^^ 
ti^ttte, but fpio it o^t of tbemfclvci. CpwtEY. 

[x] Jhsam •f.a.ftm^owtii] J|i% fdflured by PI*? 
iarch, as a moH ingenioiis ^nd ejqnrcffive hyperbole, 
•Vol. ii. p- 104. rf-XyUiid- Par. 16^4. 

\y 1 The rainbow is in itfelf of no colour j thofe thaf 
appear are but refledlions of the fun's light received dif-s 

ferently-r- 

f * Mille trahit varios adverfo fole colores :'* 

as is evident by artificial rainbows ; and yet this Ihadow^ 

this almoft nothing, makes fometimes another rainbow 

(but notfo diftinft or beautiful) by reflexion. Cow let- 

* [2] Ifthmus is a neck of land that divides a peninfuU 

from ;he continent, and is betwixt two feas, rj a/x(pi6a- 

Xcecro-*. In which manner this narrow parage of life 

■divides the paft time from the future, and is at lail 

fwallowed up intoeternity. Cowlev. * -' 

[a] Ifthmus^ -hetwixttWQi iternitiei j] A fublime idc^t 

I Yet 
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Yet canft nor wave nor wind fuftain ; 
Bttt, broken and o'erwhuImM, tik c^dlefo pqcans 
fillet 9gaia« 



And with what rare mventions do we Hr ive, 

Ourfelves then to furvive ? 
Wife, fubtlearts, andfucfa as well befit 

. That nothing man's no wit. 
Some with vaft coftly tombs would purchafe it. 
And, by the jvoofs of death, pretend to live. 

H^re lies thf great— Tzlk marble, where ? 
Kothing but fmall and fordid d^uftlies there. 
Som^ build enormous mountain-palaces^ 

The fo«ls and architciats topleafc 2 

vriiiA lay »n«oiictdin tUl ode, till Mr. Fppe|ux>dtt€ed 
k into obftarvatioii -*• 

'^JPh^d on Au^/Umus9/dmidAjiate, 
** A being darkly wife, and rudely great.'* 

BIT. on Man, ^.ii. 3* 
flot but ewt phibfi^ical poet had his eye, aUb, oh 
M* Pafcal — ** qii*eft-ce que Phomme dans la nature? 
» Un neant a regard tie Tiniini, un touti regard du 
•^< neant, tm mUmmar^ rkn #/ /mk/. H eft infiniihent 
•« eloigne des deux extremes ; et fon etre n'eft moini 
^< diftant du neant d'o^ U eSL fire, que de I'infini o^ il 
»♦ eft englottti.** Finfiest c. soil. 

N 4 Alaft- 
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A laftirig life in well-hewn ftoh^ fhey rear : 

So hcj who on th* Egyptian flidre [*} - * 
Was flain, fo jnany hundred yeaVs before. 
Lives ftill (oh life, moft happy and moft dear ! 
Oh life, that Epicures envy to hear [c] !) 
J^ives Jn the drooping ruins of his amphitheatre. 



pis [^f] father-in-law [^] an higher place does qlainx 
In the'ferapHic entity of fame [yj. 

. He, fincjs that toy, his death (g]^ 
Poes'fill all mouf hsjand breathiesin all mep's breathy 

[i] Pompcy the great. Co wl e y. 

[c] An Irony; that is, " Oh life, which Epicures 
^* laugh at and contemn !" Cowley. 
. [/} Caef^r, whoTe daughter. Julia was married t<f 
Pompey ; an alliance fatal to the commonwealth ; whichf 
as Tqlly iiys, ought never to have heen made, or nevc^: 
fnded.' Cowley. 

• ^ [^] Hisfiitbetiin-law^ This, again, is in the fami, 
Ji^r %le.. He might havefaid, o|ore fuitably to tht 
^ylf of anode-^ 

" Great Caef^r's felf "T?-r?5 

[f] Supernatural, intrfleftu^l, unintelligible being, 

(^dWLEV. 

. [g] —th^ttoyylfis deathl Called a toyy becaufe the 
play-diing of every declaim^r, fropi that time to thi*, 
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fTis true, 'the two immortal fyllables [h] rcmain| 
« But, oyfe learned men, explain. 

What eiTence, what exiftcnce this, 
^hat fubftatice, what fiibfiftcncc, what hypofttfiS;^ 

In fix poor letters is ? 
In thofe alone does the great Cafar live ; 

*Tis all the poncjiier'd world could give. 

We poets, madder yet than all. 
With a refin'd fantaftic vanity, . J 

Think, we not only have, but give eternity, 

Fain would I fee that prodigal, 

and; by paffing through fo many hands, more inftrq^ 
mental to the propagation of Csfar's fame, than all the 
glories of h|s life. 

[h] T-Ptvo mmortal jS^Uailes] This lively ridicule, on 
f$fthumous /ami, is well enough placed in a poem, or de- 
famation : but we are a little furprized to find Co graVt 
a writer, as Mr. Wollaftpn, diverting himfelf with it- 
<« In reality (fays he) the man is not known ever the more 
^* to pofterity« becaufe his name is tranfmitted to thenK 
<* be doth not live, becanfe his name does. When it is 
**« faid, J: Caeiar fubdued Gaul, beat Pompcy, changed 
<* the Roman commonwealth,'*&e.— iJf/.^A^tf/. Se^.v* 
—The fophiftry is apparent. Put Cato in the place of 
Caefar $ and then fee whether that gieat man do not 
/r«ii#in his name,y2r^a«/i>/^^, that fs, to goodpurpofe, 
if the imprefiion, which ihXif^t<wo immortal Jyllabks make 
on the mind, be of ufe in ;exciting poftcrity, or any one 
{nan, to the love and imitation of Cato's virtue. 
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Who his to^Biofrow would beftow 
for 3D oldHomeir'^ life^e'eribcc hedied^ till novrtl 

XVII* 
Pn the Pcath of Mw. CAtHA^iK^ 

GRUEL difeafe I ah, could itaot fufti^qi 
Thy old and conftant fpight to es^eririfii 
Againft the gentleft and the faireft fex^ 
^hich ftill thy depredations moft do vei^ ? 

Where ftill thy malice moft of ail 
^hy malice or thy luft) does on the fair eft fall ? 
•And in them moft^aflauh the faireft place, 
*The throne of emprefs beauty, ev'n the face ? , 
TThere was enough of that here to aflwage 
(One would have thought) either thy luft or ragef 
\Va$'t not enough, when thou^ prqphane ^ify^fe^ 

JDidft on this glorio^ -tempk fei^^e ^ 

[i] This poem is prdkmd, in honour of die lady. 
Tfktie celebrated, who had Ae iortunc to be equally 
-f fieeiiied>by the beft poti tt^d beft divine^of her age. 

WasH 
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Vr^sH not enough, like a wild apwlot, ftcrc, 
AH the fkh outward ornaments to tear. 
Deface the innocent pride of beauteous iongesif 
Was*t not enough thus rudel;^ to defile. 
But thou tauft quite deftroyj the goodly pik f 
And thy unbouilde4 fapr ilege commit 
On th' inward holieft holy [i] of her wit i 
Cruel difeafe ! there thou miftook'ft thy power Si 

No mine of death caii that devour | 
On her embalmed name it will abide 

Aneverlafting pyramid^ 
As hiab as hteaT^a t^^'top^ » eaffbliiyeibaSs^iyidAi 

^^ 

All-ages psJk record, all countries now, 
)n various ki^^ds, fuch equal beauties Ihow, 

Thatev'n judge Paris [/] would not kno# 
On whom the golden apple to beftqw ; 
Though goddeffes to his fentence did fubniit. 
Women and lovers would appeal from it : 
'l^or durft h^ (ay, of all the female race^ 

This is the fovereign face. 

Ik] —hoUtfi h&tj] 1 wiih the poet had fbrbora thii 
^Iniion. 

[Tl-^judgiFarisl FaAiliar, s%^f or rather bur- 
lef^ue; quite cmt of ftaibn. 

An4 
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And fomCr (nhou^ thefe be of a kind that's rare,- 
That's much,ah^uch lefs frcqucnt^th^ %ht fairj 
So equally renown'd for virtue are. 
That it the mother o£ the gods piight pofe. 
When the beft woman for her guide ftie chofe{;7?J» 
But, if Apollo fliould defign . 

' ASvoman laureat to make,' . 
Without diipute he would Qrindatake, 
Though Sappho and the famous NinQ! 

Stood hy^. and did repine. 
To be a prineef$ or. a queen. 
Is great } but 'tis agre^tnefs always ften ^ 
The world did never but two women know. 
Who, one by fraud, th' other by wit, did rift 
To the two tops of fpiritual dignities [ii]. 
One female pope of old, one fem^ile poet now. • 

i[m] AUndii^g.lto the introdudlion of the ftatuedf Cj^ 
hie into Rome : Li<o. 1, xxix. The goddefs, indeed, 
had a long train of Roman matrons fbr her attendants. 
But, as the hiflorian tells the ftory, (he chofe the heft man 
in Rome for her >&£/?; not the heft nuomuriy for k^ guide^ 
Whether the poet forgot himfelf, or purpofely.faliified 
the ftory for the fake'of his application* I know not, 

[»] ---/piritual dignities'] The Englifti Viord^ fpiritualt 
*as applied to digniti^Sy means rf/r^^««/ 0t:(fcck/iaftical, in 
oppofition to civil or temporaL But the French Word 
fpiritutU of like found, means, alfOyW//^ oi intelle^at^ 
Heace the equivoque } with which our poet was not a li|^ 

3- Of 
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Of female poets, who had names of oldy 
Nothing is fhown, but only told; 
And all we hear of them perhaps may be 
Male-flattery only, and n^e-poetry- 
Few minutes did their beauties lightning waft^ 
The thunder of their voice did longer laft^ 

' But that, too, foon was paft. 
The certain proofs of our Orinda's wit. 
In her own lafting charaders are writ; 
And they will long my praife of them furvive. 
Though long perhaps, too, that may live* 
The trade of glory manag'd by the pen. 
Though great it be, and every where is found^ 
Does bring in but fmall profit to us men; 
•Tis by the number of the fharers drown'd. 
Orinda, on the female coafts of fame, 
Jngroflfes all the goods of a poetic name : 

tie pleafed» as we may fee by his repetition of it, in the 
Complaint^ St. ii.— 

** Among the J^iritual lords of peaceful fame.'* 
•—He forgot, on this and other occaiions^ his own de« 
linition of true wit by negatives — 

•* ^Tis not, when twp like nuorJs make op we noife, ** 

St. ii. 6. 

I Sh« 
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She does ho partner with her fee^ 
Does all the bufinefs there alone, which vHi 
Are forc'd to carry on by a whole company* 



fiut wit^s like a luxuriant vinti 

Unlefs to virtue's prop it joiiii 

Firm and ered towards heaven bound : 
Though it with beauteous leaves and pleafant fruii 

be crown'd. 
It lies deform'd^ and rotting on the groundi 

Now Ihame ^d Uuihes on us allj» 

Who our awn fex fuperior call f 
Drinda docs our boafting fax out-do^ 
Not in wit only, but in virtue too* 
She does above our beft examples rife^ 
In hate of vice^ and fcorn of vanities* 
Never didfpirit of the manly make. 
And dipt all o'er in learning's facred lake^ 
A temper more invulnerable take* 
No violent paffioii Could an entrance find^ 
Into the tender goodnefs of her mind : 
Through Walls of ftone thofe furious bullets rtiajf 

Force their impetuous way ; 
When her foft breaft they hit, ppwerkis and dead 
they lay* 

^. The 
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The fame of frleilctfliip [c^ Whicli fo long haA toUl 
Of thr^ or four illuftrioos names of old. 
Till hoarfe and Weary with tfte tale ibc greWf 
Rejoices now t' have got a new, 
A new, and more furpri^ing fkcry^ 
Of fiiir Leucafia's and Orinda's gJocy, 
A$ when a pmdeat man docs once peiceive 
That in focne forcagn cottnDry he mdl 1m^ 
The language and the manners he does flriv« 
To underftand and pra<9:iQe her(^ 
That he may come^ no ftranger there $ 
So well Orinda did herfelf prepare^ 
In this mHch^diflTerentdimey fdi-her i 
To the glad world of poetry and love. 



[o] fie /ami rffniniflfif\ Mrs, Philips ms aif i 
&ined for her friendjhips^ as for her poetry. Dr. Jm 
Taylor addreiTed his difcourfe on tki nature ami •feu •/ 
fHfndJhif^ to this lady. 
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XVIII. 

HYMN, 
-r O L I G H T j>J. 

IRST-bom .of Chaos, who fo fair didft contt 
From the old Negro's darkfome womb ! 
Which when it faw the lovely child^ 
The melancholy mafs put on kind looks, arid 
fmil'd. 



F 



Thou tide of glory, which no reft doft know^ 
But ever ebb, and ever flow ! , 
Thou golden Ihower of a true Jove ! 

Who does in thee defcend, and heaven to earth 
make love ! 

' « [/] The moral ftrokes in this hymn amply atone for 
the falfe wit and quaint imagery^ in wliich it too mack , 
•boands.— It was the malady of that age, to be only taken^ 
** With glittering thoughts flruck out atcv*ry line:*^ 

Pope, 
And the abundance of Mr. Cpwley's wit made it but 
too eafy fbr him to regade the vitiated taHe of his 
readers with this fort of entertainment* 

3- Hail, 
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Hail, aftive natufe^s watchful life and health ! 

Her joy, her ornament, and wealth ! 

Hail to thy hufband. Heat, and thee ! 
Thou, the world's beauteous bride ! the luftf 
bridegroom, he ! 



Say, from what golden quivers of -the (ky. 

Do all thy winged arrows fly ? 

Swiftnels and Power by birth are thine : 
From thy great fire they camcj thy fire, the 
Word Divine, 



*Tis, I believe, this archery to fliow. 
That Co much coft in colours thou 
And ikill in painting doft beftow 

Upon thy ancient arms, the gawdy heavenly bow. 

6. 

m 

Swift as light thoughts their empty carriererun. 
Thy race is finifli'dj when begun j 
Vol* I. O Let 
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Let a poft-angel ftart with thee [j]. 
And thou the goal of earth Ihalt reach, as foon as he. 

7- 

Thou, in the moon's bright chariot proud and gay, 
Doft thy bright wood of ftars furvey ; 
And all the year doft with thee bring 

€>f thoufand flowery lights thine own no£lurnal, 
fpring. 

8. 

Thou, Scythian-like, doft round thy lands above 
The fun's gilt tent for ever move. 
And ftill, as thou in pomp doft go. 

The ihining pageants of the worldattend thyffiow* 

9- 

Kor, amidft all thefe triumphs, doft thou fcorn 
The humble glow-worms to adorn, 

[f ] '"^ft'ongd ftart 'with thee] One of the moft 
glaring faults in the poetry of Mr. Cowley's age was the 
debafingofgreatfentiments and images by low allufioasL 
and vulgar expreflions. What the reader looked for, was 
twit ; and he looked no farther : as if chat rule of com- 
9ion fenfe had been a difcovery of yefterday— 
'* ExpreJJion is the drefs of thought, and ftill 
^' Appeal:^ more decent, as moxt fuitabU J* 

Pope, fiflay on Crit, ver. ^\Z, 
And 



,^ 
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And with thofe living fpangles gild 
(Ogreatnefs without pride ! ) thcbufhes of the field* 



1O4 

Kight, and her ugly fubjefts [r], thou doA fright^ 
And Sleep, the lazy owl of night j 
Afliam'd and fearful to appear 

^hejr fkreen their horrid fhapes.with the black 
hemifphere* 

a. 

With *em there haftes, and wildly takes the alarm^ 
Of painted dreamt, abufy Iwanri; 
At the firft opening of thine eye. 

The various clutters break, thie antic atoms fly. 

fr] Nighty and her ugly fuhjeils, &c.] 
** Night and all her fickly dews, 

" Her fpeflres wan,'* &c. 

Mr. Gray, in ^he prbgrefs o/poejy. 
This excellent writer, not unfrequentlyj alludes to paP 
fages in Mr. Cowley, whofe manners and genius much 
refembled hi^oWn; Both chartn us with thc/pken of* 
virtue: and both were equally 'qualified, by the gifts of* 
nature, to adorn the nobler, and the more familiar 
poetry. — The tafte, the execution, thefuccefs, were 
happily on the fide of our late poet- ' 

O 2 12- The 



Digitized by 



Google 



f0 F OEMS Of 

12. 

'The guilty ferpents, and obfcener heaRs^ 
Creep confcious to their fecfet refts i 
Nature to thee does reverence pay, 

III omens and ill fights removes out of thy way [*J* 

At thy aj^earance. Grief itfelf is (aid 

To fhake his wings, and roufe his head ^ 
And cloudy Care has often took 

A gentk beamy (mile refleded from thy loot- 

At thy appearance, Fear idelf gMws bold ; 

Thy fun-fliine melts away hit c<4d« 

Encouraged at the fi^t of thee, 
1^0 the cheekcolourGomes,,aadiirmnefrto thekiwu 

£ven Luft, the matter of a hardened face,, 
fiiuihes,. if thou beeft in the place ; 

[/] SJ emens and iU- fights nmo*vis out of $fy 'waj*^ 
Alluding to the old Roman fuperlHdoD, which an- 
sionily provided, when a great general marched oat of 
thecitjTy that no inaofpicioa& obje£i ihould obfir4i£toc 
pollute hif paflage. 

Tft 
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To Darknefs' curtains he retires, 
"In fympadiizing night he rowls his fmoaky fires. 

When, goddefsj thou h'ft'ft up thy waken'd head 
Out of the morning's purple bed. 
Thy choir of birds about thee play. 

And all the joyful world falutes therifing day. 

17. 

The {[hofts, and monfter fpirits, that did prefume 

A body's privily to afTume, 

Vanifh again invifibly, 
And bodies pin agaia their vifibili^« 

.AH the world^s bravery, that delights mrr eyes. 
Is but thy feveral liveries : 
Thou the rich dye on tliem befloweft ; 

Thy nimble pencil paints this landlkip, as thou 
goeft. 

A crimfon ganxtent in the rofe thou wear'ft ; 
A crown of ftadded gdld thou bear'ft [t] ; 

[t] A crtnvM 0/ ftudded gold thorn tear^fi] In the 

lower fo caBed, or Crown Imperials The name of the 
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The virgin lilies, in their white. 
Are clad but with the lawn of almpft naked lights 

The viglet, fpring's little infant, ftands 
Girt in thy purple fwadling-bands : 
On the fair tulip thou doft doat ; 

Thou cloath'ft it in - a gay and party-colour*4 
coat[«], 

21. 
With flainc condens'd thou doft the jewels fix. 

And folid colours in it mix : 

Flora herfelf envies, to fee 
Flowers faiFGr.than her own^, and durable as (he, 

22.- 

Ah> goddefs ! would thou coiild'ft tliy hand withr 
hold. 
And be lefs liberal to gold j 
Did'ft thou lefs value tp it give. 
Of how much care (alas) might'ft thou poor man 
relieve ! 

fiower yZnd of its Bearing.'heing the fame, he could not 
'well exprefs them 6otL Yet, in the conneaion which 
this line has wath the foregoing, the mention of one onjy, 

has an ill efFeft. 

[k] Prettily alluding to Jofcph's coat of many colours^ 

Gen. xxxyii. 3,4. 

3t3. la 
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23. 

To me, the fun [«/] is more delightful far. 
And all fair days much fairer are. 
But few, ah wondrous few there be. 

Who do not gold prefer, o goddefs, ev'n to thee*- 

Through the foftways of heaven, and air, and fea^ 
Which open all their pores to thee 5 
Like a clear river, thou doft glide, 

And with thy living ftream through theclofechaD« 

nels Aide. 

25. 

But wherd firm bodies thy free courfe oppofe^ 
Gently thy fource the land o'erflows ; 
Takes there poffefEon, and does make. 

Of colours mingled, light, a thick and ftanding la]i;c« 

26. 

But the vaft ocean of unbounded day 
In th* empyrean heaven does ftay. 

[nv] T9 me the/un\ An inimitable ftanza^ in which 
the whole foul^f the poet comes out, and ihines through 
the pureft and cleareft expreffion: like one of the 
wrgin-liliesf he before celebrates, 

— " clad with the lawn of almhfi naked lighu^^ 
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Thy rivers, JLeke^ and fprings below 
From thence took firft their rife^iri^ther at laft muft 
flow. 

To the ROTAL SOCIBTT [x]. 



PHILOSOPHY, the great and only heir 
Of all that human knowIedge,which has been 
Unforfeited by man's rebellious fin. 

Though full of years he do appear, 
(f hilofophy, I fay, and call it. He, 
For, whatfoe'er the painter's fancy be, 
. . It a male-virtue feems to me) 
Has ftill been kept in nonage till of late. 
Nor m^nag'd or enjoy'd his vaft eftate : 

[x\ This poem (befides its intrinfic merit) is endtled 
to a place in tkis colle&ion» from the relation it has to the 
FrppofitioM/or the ad<uanctment of experimental pbik/opiy ; 
which the reader will find in the end of this volume. It 
. gives, too, an amiable pidlure of the poet's mind, in the 
concluding panegyric on his friend. Dr. Sprat, who had 
written the hifiory of }iit Royal SecUty. 

Three 
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Three or four thoufand years^ one wouM have 

thought. 
To ripenefs and pcrfe&ion might have brought 

A fcience fo well bred and nurs'd |jr]. 
And of fuch hopeful paifts too at the firft. 
But, oh, the guardians and the tutors then, 
(Some negligent, and fome ambitious men) 

Would ne'er confeot to.fet him free, 
Or his own natural powers to let him fee. 
Left that (hould put an end to their authority. 



That his own'bufinefs he might quite forget, 
They' amus'd him with the fports of wanton wit, 
With the defferts of poetry they fed him [z], 
Tnftead of folid meats t' increafe his force ^ 
Inftead of Vigorous exercife, they led him 

[y] AfcieiHifi <w€ll hrtd amdimn*i\ By Pydiagorai. 
and Democritus. 

\%\ With the iifferti •fpeetfy thy fed him] Much of 
- die ancient philofophy, was only a lafcious mythology. 
The way of accounting for a natural phaenomenon^ was 
to tell a pleafant ftory . 1 fuppoie, the author had efpe. 
daily in view Lord Bacon's Safiauia naterumy where 
that wife nun amufed hiinfelf and other9«-w/Vi& th^i 
/ports of wantm 4u/V. 

Into 
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Into the pleafant l^rinths of ever-frefb difr 
courfe [a], 

Inftead of carrying him to fee* 
The riches which do hoarded for him lie 

In nature's endkfs treafury. 

They- chofe his eye to entertain 

(His curious, but not covetous eye [b]} 
With painted fcenes^and pageant?x)f thebrain[f J. 
Some few exalted fpiri ts[rf]thi s 1 atter age has ibown, 
Tliat laboured to affert the liberty 
(From guardians, who were now ufurpers grown) 
Of this old minor ftill, captiv'd philofophy; 

But 'iswas rebellion calFd, to fight 

For fuch a long-oppreffed right. 

[a] Into the phafant labyrinths of e'ver-jrejh itfcowrf€\ 
The Platonic fchooly whichjoined^/(?^w«f^ tophilofqphy. 

[^] His curious, but not covetous eye\ i. c. ingenious 
'/fuulationy and not ufg^ was the objedt of that philo* 
fophy, 

[f ] '-'pageants of the brain"] The peripatetic fancies— » 

— " tricks to fhew the ftretch of human brain/' Pope. 

[ii] Some few exalted ^irits] P. Ramus, and his 

followers, who laboured to affert the liberty of philofophy 

"from thei4ifurped dominion of the Ariflotelians j men, 

who, under colour of guarding the rights of the oU 

philofojfhy, /yr^ffwV^/ over reafon hcrfelf. 

Bacon, 
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Bacon, at laft, a mighty man, • arofe. 
Whom a wife king and nature chofe 
Lord chancellor of both their laws. 

And boldly undertook the injured pupil's caufe. 

3- 

Authority, which did a body boaft. 

Though 'twas but air condensM and ftalkM about) 

Like Ibme old giant's more gigantic ghoft. 

To terrify the learned rout. 
With the plain magic of true reafon's light. 

He chac'd out of our fight. 
Nor fufFer'd living men to be mifled 

By the vain fhadows of the dead : 
To gravesjfrom ;ivhence it rofe,*the conquer'd phan-» 
torn fled J 

C^J * * * • 



Front words, which are but pidures of the thought, 
(Though weour thoughts from them perverfely drew) 
To things, the mind's right obje£t, he it brought ; 
Like foolifh birds, to painted grapes we flew ;• 
He fought, and gather'd for our ufe, the true ; 

[s] Th« reft of this Itanza it left out. 

And, 
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Andy when on heaps the chofen bunches laj, . 
He prefs'd them wifely, the mechsnic way [f]p 
Till all their juice did in one yeffel join. 
Ferment into a nouriihment divine^ 

The thirfty foul's refreihing wine. 
Who to the life an exa£b piece would make, 
Muft not from others work a copy take [^] ; 

No, not from Rubens or Vandike ; 
Much lefs content himfelf to make it like 
Th' ideas and the images, which lie 
In bis own fancy, or his memory [A]. 

No, he before his fight muft place 

The natural and living face [/] ; 

The real objed muft conmiand 
£ach judgement of his eye, and motion of his hand. 

[/I — - the inecbauic viaj\ i. e. in the way o£exfm^ 
wunt* 

[z\ -^^ not from othtrs nvorA a cofy takt\ As Gaflen£ 
£d, whofe philofoj^y is nothing more than a cofy^ a 
fine one indeed, from that of £piciini6. Ahon. 

\h\ TV idiot mnd the mmgts^ vohicb lit 
In hit ovonfamyy or bit wmmofy] Meaning Des Cartes* 
who went to work iii this manner, and (pun a iiibde 
cobweb theory out of his own brain. An ok. 

[f ] The natural and living /ace] 

** The naked natnit and the living grace.^' Pope. 

5* From 
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5- 

From thefe, and all long errors of the way [i]. 
In which our wandering predeceflbrs went. 
And, like th' old Hebrews, many year* did ftrajr 

In defarts but of fmall extent. 
Bacon, like Mofes, led us forth at laft ; 

The barren wildernefs he paft. 

Did on the very border ftand 

Of the bleft promised land ; 
And, from the mountain's top of bis exalted wit^ 

Saw it himfelf, and fhew'd us it« 
But life did never to one man allow 
Time to difcaver worlds, and conquer too ^ 
Nor can (b ihort a line fufficient be 
To fathom the vaft depths of nal;ure's fea« 

The work he did, we ought t'admire. 
And were unjuft, if we fliould more require 
From his few years, divided 'twixt th' exccfi 
Of low affli£lion» and high happinefs £/]• 

Ik] " err o rs •/ tbi wigf] A beautiful Latinira|r-i 
*•— /^/tf^iwvenis/rrflTiiwaftus?" Virg. ^En. vi, 532, 
*^Sive err9re <i;Mr, fea tempeftatibus adti." lb. vii. ig^^ 
[l\ — 'MuMf/ tb' exce/t 

0/ low affli^on and bigh baffine/i] So exprefledt as 
to convey not only the poet's, idea of this fituauoo, 
but hh/in/i of it,' 

1 For 
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For who on things remote can fix his iigbf^ 
That's always in a triumph, or a light ? 

6. 

Trom y6U, gfeat Champions, We eXpcA to gef 
Thefe fpacibus countries, but difcover'd yet j 
Countries, where yet, inftead of nature, we 
Her images and idols worfhip'd fee : 
Thefe large and wealthy regions to fubdue. 
Though learning has whole armies at command^ 

Quarter'd about in every land, 
A better troop flie ne'er together drew* 
Methinks, like Gideon's little band, 
God with defign has pick'd out you. 
To do thefe noble wonders by a few : 
When the whole hoft he faw, they are (faid he) 
Too many to o'ercome for me ; 
And now he chufes out his men, 
Much in the way that he did then \ 
Not thofe many, whom he found 
Idly extended on the ground. 
To drink w^ith their deje£led head 
The ftream, juft fo as by their mouths it fled t 
No, but thofe few, who took the waters up. 
And made of their laborious hands the cup. 

J. Th» 



Digitized by 



Google 



Mk. A. COWLEV. 107 

Thus you prepared ; and in the glorious fight 

Their wondrous pattern too [m] you take : 
Their old and empty pitchers firft they brake. 
And with their hands then lifted up the light, 

lo ! found too the trumpets here ! 
Already your viftorious lights appear ; 
New fcenes of heaven already we efpy, 
And crowds of golden worlds on high ; 
Which, from the fpacious plains of earth and fea. 

Could never yet difcover'd be 
By failors or Chaldaeans watchful eye. 
Nature's great works no diftance can obfcurc ; 
No fmallnefs her near objeSs can fecure ; 

Ye have taught the curious fight to prefs 

Into the privateft recefs 
Of her imperceptible littlenefs. 

Ye have learn'd to read her fmalleft hand, 
And well begun her deepeft fenfe to underftanJ. 

Mifchief and true diflionour fall on thofe. 
Who would to laughter or to fcorn [«] expoft 

[m] Their ^wondrous faiUrn too] His laviih wk never 
knows when to have done with an alluiion. 
[n] — tQ laughter or to/cornl It is not lo be conceived. 
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JSo virtuous and fo noble a defign, ' ^» ^V 
So human for its ufe, for Jcn(wledge Co dmndr 
The things, which thcfe proud meaadefpife, and call 

Impertinent and vain, and fmail, 
Thofe? fmalleft things of nature let me know. 
Rather than all their greateft actions do. 
Whoever would depofed truth advance 

Into the throne ufurp'd from it, 
A/^uft feel at*firft the blows of ignorance. 

And the (harp points of envious wit. 
So when, by various turns of the celeftial dance. 

In many thoufand years 

A ftar, fo long unknown appears,. - 

Though heaven itfelf more beauteous by.it grow^ 
It troubles and alarms the world below. 
Does to the wife a ftar, to fools a meteor, (how* 



; 9- 

With courage and fucccfs you the bold work begin; 
Your cradle has not idle been : 

what ridicule this foclety drew vpon idelf fhmi the wiu 
on its firil inftitution -— 

** Bot fcnfe fundv'd, when meny jeib were paft ; 

*' For riftng meric will buoy np at laft/' Pope. 

None 
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None e'er but Hercules and you, could b6 
At five years age worthy a hiftory* 

Arid ne'ef did fortifne better yet 

Th' hiftorian [o] to the ftory fit : 

As you from all old^rl^rs free 
And purge the body of phlloibphy ; 

So from all modern follies he 
Has vindicated eloquence and wit. 
His candid ftyle, like a clean ftream, does flide^ 

And his bright fancy all the way 

Does like the fun-lhine in it play j 
It does, like Thames, the beft of rivers^ glide. 
Where the god does not rudely overturn. 

But gently pour, the cryftal urn, 
And with judicious hand does the whole current 

guide. 
'T has all the beauties, nature can impart, 
Aftd 'all the comely drefs, without the paint pf art^ 

M Dr. Sprat. 
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XX. 

THE COMPLAINT [^]^ 

TN a deep viffon''s intelleaual (bene. 
Beneath a^ bower for Ibrrow made 
Th' uncomfortable fhade. 
Of the black yew's unlucky greeny 
Mix'd with the mourning willow's careful grey. 
Where reverend Cam evus out- his famous way,^ 

The melancholy Cowley lay : 
And lo ! a Mufe appeared to his clos'd fight, 
^The Mufes ^ft in lands of vifion play) 
Bodied, array'd, and feen by an internal light.- 

f/J The pTaaof thb poem is highly poetical : and^ 
liiottgh the numberr be not the moft pleafing,. the ex- 
preffion is almoft every where natand and beaatifok. 
Batitspxindpal charm is that air of melaiicholy,throwa 
4>ver the whole, fo expreffive of the poet's charader. 

The addtifs of the writer is feen in conveying his jtift 
xeproaches on the cwrtf^. under a pretended vindicatioa> 
of it againft (he Jfi;^ 

Algol- 
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A golden harp, with filver ftrings, fhe bore ; 
A wondrous hieroglyphic robe (he wore. 
In which a!l colours and all figures were. 
That nature of that fancy can create, 

Tkat art can never imitate ; ' 
And with loofe pride it wantonM in the ain 
In fuch a drefs, in fuch a well-cloath'd dream^ 
She us'd, of old, near fair Ifmenus* ftream j 
Pindar her Theban favourite to meet j 
A crown was on her head, and wings were on h$.r 
feet. 

She touch'd him with her harpj and raisM hii* 

from the ground ; 
The fhaken ftrings melodioufly refound. 

Art thou return'd at laft, faid fhe. 

To this forfaken place and me ? 
Thou prodigal^ who didft fo loofely wafte 
Of all thy youthful years, the good eftate | . 
Art thou returnM here, to repent too late ? 
And gather hufks of learning up at laft. 
Now the rich harveft-time of life is paft. 

And winter marthfis on fo faft ? 
But, when 1 meant t' adopt thee for my fon^ 
And did as learn'd a portion affign, 
As ever any of the mighty Nine 

Had to their deareft children done ; 

P a When 
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When^I fofolv^d t' exalt thy* anointe4 name. 
Among the fpiritual lords iq],of peaceful fame ; 
Thou changeling, thoii, bewitch'd with noife and 

(how, 
Wouldft into courts and cities from me go ; 
Wouldft fee the world abroad, and have a Iharc 
In aH the follies and the tumults there, ^^^ . 
Tliou wouldft, forfooth, be fomcthing in a fiate. 
And bufineft thou wouldft find,and wouldft create; 

Bufinefs ! the frivolous pretende 
Of human lufts, to fhake off innocence $ 

Bufinefs ! the grave impertinence : 
Bufinefs ! the thing which I of all things hate, 
Bufinefs 1 the contradi£tion of thy fate* 



Go» rciicgado, caft up thy account. 
And fee to what amount 
Thy foolifh gains by Quitting me : 
The fale of knowledge, fame, and liberty. 
The fruits of thy unlearn'd apoftacy. 

M -^Spiritual Lords] Alluding to the ftyle of the 
Hoafe ofLords-^tke Lords Spiritual andT'mporal^'-^Bvtt 
fee thcnot€onJ^iritualdigwtietf p. i88. 

Thou 
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Thouthought'ft, if once the public ftorm were paft. 
All thy remaining life ihould fun-fhine be : 
Behold, the public ftorm is fpent at laft. 
The fovereign is toft at fea no more. 
And thou, with all the noble company. 

Art got at laft to (hore. 
But, whilft thy fellow-voyagers I fee 
All marched up to poflefs the promised land. 
Thou ftill alone (alas) doft gaping ftand, 
Upon the nakqd beach, upon the barren fand- 



As a fair morning of the blefled fpring^ 

After a tedious ftormy night ; 
S uch was the glorious entry of our king. 
Enriching moifture drop'd on every thing : 
Plenty he fowM below, and caft about hi;p,|igbt. 

But then (alas) to thee alone, 
One of old Gideon's miracles was Ihown :^ 
For every tree, and every herb around, | 

With pearly dew was crown'd. 
And upon all the quicken'd ground. 
The fruitful feed of heaven did brooding lie ; 
And nothing but the Mufe's fleece was dry. 

It did all other threats furpafs. 
When God to his own people faid, 

P 3 (The 
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(The BAen, whom through long wanderings ho 
had ieii) 
That he would give them ev*n a heave|i ofbrafs i 
They lookM up to that heaven in vain^ 
That bounteous heaven,whichGoddid notreftrain^ 
Vpopt 4^ mod iinjuft to fbine and rain. 



The Rachel [r], for which twice feveii years ap4 
more, 

Thou didft with faith and labour fervc. 
And didft (if faith and labour (:an) deferve. 

Though Ihe contrafted was to thee, 

Qiv'n to aivo^her thou didft fee $ 

Giv'n fp ariother,- who h^d ftore 
Of fairer, am} of richer wives, before ; 
And not a Leah left, thy recompence to be. 
Go on, twice feyen years more, thy fortune try j 
Twice feven years more, God in his t>ounty may . 

Give thee, to fling away 
Info the cpurt's deceitful lottery, 

Put think how likely '^is, that thou. 
With the dull work of thy unweildy plough, 

[r] Tie JlacJf^l) The maflcrfliip of the Savoy. 

Shouldft 
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Shouldft m a hard and Inuren feafoa Hmnp 

Shouldft even zhle be to live ; 
Thou, to vrhoft fliare fo little bread did £i]. 
In the miraculous year, when maona rain'd on aU« 



Thus rpake the Mufe, and fpakeitwith afmile. 
That feem'd at coice to pity and revile. 
A«d tp her dius, raifing his thoughtful head* 

The mefauicfaoly Cowley faid ; 

Ah wanton foe, doft thou upbraid 

T^ ills, which dioa thyfelf haft madt i 
When/ in the cradle, innocent I lay. 
Thou, wicked fpirk, ftoleft me away^ 

And my abufed foul didft beaf 
Into chy new-found worlds, I kQow not whereg ' 

Thy golden Indies in the air : 

And ever fince I ftrive in vain 

My raviih'd freedom to regain ; 

Still I rebel, ftill thou doft retgn ; 
XiO, ftill in verfe againft thee I complain. 

There is a fort of ftubborn weeds. 
Which, if the earth but once it ever breeds. 

No wholefome herb can near them thrive^ 

No ufefttl plant can keep alive; 

P 4 The 
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The fooli^{po^ts^4}i,4^rthcQbe^ V ••; 

Make all my afUl^tllDOuiJiriwtlcfs nowj 
Wh^rt OrtxJfe fuch Fairies d^ace, no.grafs[;] dojh 
. ev€i':gro^, 

. 7- 
Whe;i>irtyi)itfc|y mind hi4 nP infufion known. 
Thou gav'ft fo deep 9 tinflurc of thine own. 

That ^vW*fihee I vainly try 

Tp wafli away th' inhfetentdye : , \' 

Long wdtk'pefhapB may fpoil thy colours quitc^ 
But never will reduce the native white : ;', 

To allth^ pbits ofJhonour and of gain. 

loftoi fteqr lygi^courfe in taii\; 
Thy gale comes^ crofs, and drives me back agaiiu 
Thou flacjc*heft all my nerves of induftry, , • 

By making them fo oft to be 
Th«tiiikliiigftriiig$pfthyl6ofeininfhrelfy. : 

[j] ^nografs} i, e, no grafs which turns to profit.-^ 
The poet alludes, in this verfe, to the /our ringlets^ 
which are fbmetimes found in pafture-grounds, and, ac- 
cording to fhe phllofophy of the country-people, are oc- 
<rafioncd*by fairies dancing upon them, . Hehadpror 
t)abiy hi? eye on that £ne paflkge of Shakefpear/ 

* ^1 » ■' " ye demy-papp^t$, that 

■^r *^ By: mionrlhine do the green four ringlets make, 

f « Whereof ;he ewe |iot bites": 

T^mpeft, Aftv^ S.ii, 
Whoever 
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•Whoever this world's happineb would fee, 
Muft as eptirqly caft dF thee. 
As they, who only heaven defire, -j y 
Do from the world retire. 
This was flay ferror, this my grofs miftake, 
Myfelf a demy-votary to niake« 
Thus, vt'ith SappKiira znd^kitt^hufbBxdfB liKte^ 
(A fault which I,' l*e them,^am taughttoo late) 
For all that Igive up, I nothing gain, . . 
And perifh for the part which I retain. 



8. 



Teach me not, then, o thoti fidlacious Mufe, 

The court, and better king [^], t* accufe ; 
The heaven, under which I live, Js fair j 
The fertile foil will a full harveft bear ; 
Thine, thine, is all the barrennefs ; if thou , 
MallL'ft me fit ftill and fing, when I fhould plough : 

.\u.> •■'••, ■ ■ '. . 

[/J — better iing] i. c. letter in his own nature, than 
ibe court [his minifters] would allow him to be. The 
fappofition was decent, but not true. The minifler of 
that time was jufl, nay generous, to our poet. [See LcrJ 
Clarendon* J Life, Part i, 1 6,] But, unluckily, thepeet^ 
patrons were the minifter's moH: determin^ enemM^ 
Jn the mean time, the letter kin^ cared neither for the 
miniiler, nor the poet. 

When 
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When I but think; how many a tedious jreaT 
Our patient fovei^ign tiid attend 
His long misfdttunes' fatal end ! 
HowchearfuUy, and how exempt from fear. 
On the great Sovereign's will he did. depend $ 
I ought to be accvsM, if I refufe 
To wsfiton his, o thou fallacious Mufe ! 
ICingshave longhands (they fay) ; and though I be 
So diftant, they may reach at length to me; 

However, of all princes, thou 
Should'ft not reproach rewards, for being fmall 

or flow ; 
Thou, who rewardeft but with popular breath, 
A6d thi&t liai, ^er death. 

END OF T H E P O E M S. 

HAEON HMI£¥ HANTOZ. 
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PROPOSITI ON 

FOR 

The Advancement of Experi* 
MEiNTAL Philosophy [a]. 

THE COLLEGE. 

^T^HAT the phUofophical college be 
-^ fituated within one, two, or (at far- 
theft) three miles of London 5 and, if it 

• M In'g^ioQf men deUghtin dreams of j;efbrina- 
tion. — ^In comparing this Propofition of Cowley^ wiA 
that of Milton^, addreiTed to Mr. Hartlib^ we find that 
thefe great poets had amufed themfelves with fome 
exalted, and, in the main, congenial fancies, on the 
fubjefl of education : that, of the ttun plans, propofed, 
this of Mr* Cowley was better digefted, and is the i^ 
fanciful ; if a preference, in this refpe£l, can be given 
to either, when both are manifeiUy Utopian : and that 
.our univeriities, in their prefent form, are well enough 
iMkuiatedtoanfyirer all the reafonable endsoffuch 
inftituttons ; provided we allow for the unavoidable 
defeOs of them> when drawn 6ut into pradice. 

be 
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be poffible to find that conventencci *dpon 
the fide of the river, or very n^ar it. 

That the revenue df this colfc^ amount 
to^out thouland pounds a year. ' 

That the company received into it?bc as 
follows : . ^^ ■' 

!• Twenty philofophers or profefibrs, 
5. Sixteen yoiing fcHolars, fervantscto ihk 
profeflbrs. 3. A chaplain; 4. ' A bailiff 
for the reyejQue.^ ^. A manciple or pur- 
veyor for ttie provifions of the hpufc.> d. 
Two gardeners. 7.' A mafter-cook. 8. 
An ilnder-cook. 9. A butler. 10. An 
linder-butlen ii; A furgeon. i2#Twq 
^ngsf or cheiiiical fervants. 1 3. A Kbrary- 
•fcceper, who is likewife to be apothecaa^, 
-druggiftj'^nd keeper of inftruments, en^^ 
gines, &c.. 14. An officer, to feed, and 
^wke care of all bcails, fowl, &c. kept by 
.^h$t college. 15. A groom of the ftabk. 
•16. A mcffenger, to fend up and down for 
all ufes of the college. 1 7. Four old wo* 
ipj^it to tend the chambers, keep the hoiife 
cjbe^,^^ fuch like fer vices* 

That 
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. ..Xhat the annual allowance for this com- 
pany be as follows : i. To every profeflbr^ 
and to the chaplain, one hundred and 
twenty pounds. 2. To thefixceenfchoian 
twenty pounds apiece, ten pounds for their 
diet, and ten pounds for their entertain-^ 
Hient. 3. To the bailiff, thirty pounds, 
befides allowance for his journies. 4. To 
the purveyor, or manciple, thirty pounds 
5.Toeachof the gardeners, twenty pounds. 
6. To the mafter-cook, twenty pounds. 
7* To the under-cook^ four pounds. S. 
To the45utler, ten pounds. 9. To the 
under-butler, four pounds. 10. To the 
furgeori, thirty pounds. 1 1. To the library- 
keeper, Atbirty pounds. 12. To each of 
the lungs, twelve pounds. 13. To the 
keeper of the beafts, (ix pounds. 14. To 
the groom, five pounds. 15. To the mef- 
fcnger, twelve pounds. 16. To the four 
neceifary women, ten pounds. For the 
nlanciples table, at which all the fervants 
of thehoufe are to eat, except the fcholars» 
one hundred and lixty pounds. For three 

borfes 
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horfes for the fervicc of the c<rflcgc, thifty 
pounds. 

All which amounts to three tboufend 
two hundred eighty-five pounds. So that 
there remains, for keeping of the houfe and 
gardens, and operatories, and initruinents^ 
^md animals, and experiments of all forts, 
and all other expences, feven hundred and 
fifteen pounds. 

Which were a very inconfidcrable fum 
for the great ufes to which it is defigned, 
but that I conceive the induftry of the col- 
lege will in a fhort time fo enrich 'itfelf, as 
to get a far better ftock for the advanct 
and enlargement of the work when it is once 
begun : neither is the continuance of par* 
ticular mens liberality to be defpaired of^ 
Vhen it fhall be encouraged by the fight 
of that public benefit which will accrue to 
all mankind, and chiefly to our nation, by 
this foundation. Something likewife wiH 
arife from leafes and other cafualties; that 
nothing of which may be diverted to the 
private gain of the profefforSj or any other 

ufe 
I 
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life beifdes that of the&ardh of nature, and 
by it the general good of the .world, and 
that care may be taken for the certain per-^ 
fbrmance of all things ordained by th« 
inftitution, as likewife for the prot^on 
and encopragement of the company, it i^ 
propofed : 

That fome perfon of eminent quality, a 
lover of folid learning, and ho ftranger in 
it, be chofen chancellor or prefident of the 
college V and that eight governors more^ 
men qualified in the like manner, be join- 
ed with him, two of which flxall yearly be 
appointed vifitors of the college, and re^^ 
ceive an exa<5t account of all expences eveti 
to the fmalleft, andof thetrue eftateof their 
public treafure, under the hands and oaths 
of the profefTors refident. 

That the choice of profeflbrs in any vacan-- 
cy belong to the chancellor and the gover* 
Bors; but thattheprofeffors(who arelikell- 
eft to know what men of the nation arc moft 
proper for the duties of their fociety)direft: 
their choice„by recommending^twoor three 

peribnak 
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perlbns to tlieirt at every eleftioh*: krid 
that, if ^ny learned perfon within his ma- 
jefty*s dominions difGOver,oreminently im- 
prove, any ufeful kind of knowledge, he 
may upon that ground, for his reward and 
the encouragement of others, be preferred, 
if he pretend to the place, before any body 
clfe. 

That the governors have power to turn 
out any profeflbr, who (hall be proved to 
be either fcandalous or unprofitable to 
the fociety, 

. That the college be built after this, or 
fome fuch manner : That it confift of three 
fair quadrangular courts, and three large 
grounds, inclofed with good walls behind 
them. That the firll court be built with 
a fair cloifter ; and the profeiTors lodgings, 
or rather little houles, four on each fide, at 
fome diftance from one another, and with 
little gardens behind them, juft after die 
manner of the Chartreux beyond fea. That 
the infide of the. cloifter be lined with ^ 
gravel-walk, and that walk with a row of 

trees i 
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trees ; and that Ji? the Aiiddle there be a 
parterre of flowei^s*^aiid a fountain. 
. .That the fecond quadrangle^ juft behind 
the firft, be fo contrived, as to contain thefe 
parts;' i. A chapel. 2. A hall, with 
two rbhj^tibles on each fide, for the fchoIar3 
and officers of the houfe to e^t at, and with 
a pulpit and forms at the end for the pub- 
lic leftures. j. A large and pleafant dining- 
room within the hall, fof^the profeflbrs to 
eat in^, and to hold their aflemblies and 
conferences. 4. A public fchool-houfe* 
5. A library. 6. A gallery to walk in, 
adorned with the piftures or ftatues of all 
the inventors of any thing ufeful no hu- 
man life i as printing, guns, America, &e* 
and of late in anatomy, the circulation of 
the blood, the milky veins, and fuch like 
difcoveries in any art, with fhort elogies 
pnder the portraitures : as likewife the 
fibres of all forts of creatures, and the 
ftuft ikins of as many ftrange animals as 
can be gotten. 7. An anatomy-chamber, 
adorned with (kelctons and anatomical pic- 
VoL. I. Q^ tures, 
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tures, and prepared with all conveniences 
for difledion. 8. A chamber for all man- 
ner of drugs, and apothecaries mate-- 
rials. 9* A mathematical chamber^ fur- 
ni(hed with all forts of mathematical in* 
ftruments, being an appendix to the library. 
, lo. Lodgings for the chaplain, furgeon, 
library-keeper, and purveyor, near the cha- 
pel, anatomy- chamber, library, and hall. 

That the third court be on one fide of 
thefe, very large, but meanly built, being 
defigned only for ufe, and not for beauty 
too as the others. That it contain the 
kitchen, butteries, brew-houfe, bake-houle, 
dairy, lardry, ftablcs, &c. and efpecially 
great laboratories for chemical operations, 
and lodgings for the under-fervants. 

That behind the fecond court be placed 
the garden, containing all forts of plants that 
our foil will bear ^ and at the end a little 
houfe of pleafure, a lodge for the gardener, 
and a grove of trees cut out into walks. 

That the fecond inclofed ground be a 
^garden, deftined only to the trial of all 

manner 
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manner of experiments concerning plants^ 
as their melioration, acceleration, retarda- 
tion, confervation, compofition, tranfmu* 
ration, coloration, or whatfoever elfe Can be 
produced by arc either for ufe or curio- 
fity, with a lodge in it for the gardener. 

That the third ground be employed ia 
convenient receptacles for all forts of crea- 
tures which the profeffors (hall judge ne- 
ceflary, for their more exadt fearch into 
the nature of animals, and the improve- 
ment of their ufes to us. 

That there be likewife built, in fome 
place of the college where it may ferve 
moft for ornament of the whole, a very 
high tower for obfervation of ccleftial bo- 
dies, adorned with all forts of dials and 
fuch like curiofities -, and that there be very 
deep vaults made under ground, for experi- 
ments moft proper to fuch places, which 
will be undoubtedly very many. 

Much might be added ; but truly I am 
afraid this is too much already for the 
charity or gcnerofity of this age to extend 

0^2 tOi 
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to ; and we do not defign this after t£e 
model of Solomon's houfe in my Lord 
iBacon (which is a projeft for experiments 
that can never be experimented), but 
propofe it within fuch bounds of expencc 
as have often been exceeded by the 
buildings of private citizens. 

.OF THE PROFESSORS, SCHOLARS, CHAPLAm, 
AND OTHER OFFICERS. 

THAT of the twenty profeflbrs four be^ 
always travelling beyond feas, and fixteea 
always refident, unlefs by permiflion upon 
extraordinary occafiQns ; and every one fb 
abfent, leavii^ a deputy behind him to 
iupply bis duties. 

That the four profefibrs ttinerant be a£> 
figned to the four parts of the worlds 
Europe, Afia, Africa, and America, there 
to reiide three years at leaft ; and to give a 
conftant account of all things that belong 
to the learning, and efpecially natural ex- 
perimental philofophy, of thofe parts. 

That 
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That the expence of all difpatches, and 
all books, fimples, animals, ftones, metals, 
minerals, &€• and all curiofiiieswhatfoever, 
natural or artificial, fent by them to the 
college, fhall be defrayed out of the trea- 
fury, and an additional allowance (above 
the 120 /.) made to them as foon as the 
college's revenue fliall be improved. 

That, at their going abroad, they fliall 
take a folemn oath, never to write any thing 
to the college, but what, after very diligent 
examination, they fliall fully believe to be 
true, and to confefs and recant it as foon 
as they find themfelves in an error. 

That the fixteen profefTors refident (hall 
be bound to fl:udy and teach all forts of 
natural, experimental philofophy, to con- 
fift of the mathematics, mechanics, medi- 
cine, . anatomy, chemiftry, the hiflory of • 
animals, plants, mineral?, elements, &:c. ; 
agriculture, architedture, art military, na- 
vigation, gardening ; the myfteries of all 
trades, and improvement of them ; the 
failure of all merchandizes, all natural ma- 
CL3 gic 
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gic or divination *, and brkfly all things 
contained in the catalogue of natural hifto- 
ries annexed to my Lord Bacon's Organon. 
That once a day from Eafter till Mi- 
chaelmas, and twice a week from Michael- 
mas to Eafter, at the hours in the after- 
noon moft convenient for auditors from 
London, according to the time of the year, 
there fhall be a ledure read in the hall, 
upon fuch parts of natural experimental 
philofophy, as the profefTors fhall agree on 
among themfelves, and as each of them 
Ihall be able to perform ufefully and ho- 
nourably. 

That two of the profeflbrsj by daily, 
weekly, or monthly turns, fhall teach the 
public fchools, according to the rules 
hereafter prefcribed. 

That all the profefTors fhall be equal in 
all refpc^ (ejccept precedency, choice of 
lodging, and fuch like privileges, which 
fhall belong tQ feniority in the college) j and 
that all fhall be mafters and treafurers by 
annual turns, which two officers for the 

tioiQ 
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time being fhall take place of all the reft, 
and Ihall be arbUri duarum menfarum. 

That the matter fliall command all the 
officers of the college, appoint affemblies 
or conferences upon occafion, and prefide 
in them with a double voice 5 and in his 
abfence the treafurer, whofe bufinefs is to 
receive and difburfe all monies, by the mas- 
ter's order in writing (if it be an extraor- 
dinary), after confent of the other pro- 
feffors. 

That all the profeflbrs fhall fup together 
in the parlour within the hall every night, 
and fhall dine there twice a week (to wit, 
Sundays and Thurfdays) at two round ta- 
bles, for the convenience of difcourfe, which 
fhall be for the moft part of fuch matters 
, as may improve their ftudies and profef- 
fions ; and to keep them from falling into 
loofe or unprofitable talk, fhall be the duty 
of the two arbitri tnenfarum^ who may like- 
wife command any of the fervant-fcholars 
to read to them what he fhall think fit, 
whilft they arc at table : that it Ihall belong 
0,4 like- 
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likcwife to the faid arbUri menfarUm only,, 
to invite ftrangers \ which they fhail rarely 
do, unlefs they be men of learning or great 
parts, and (ball not invite above two at a 
time to one table, nothing being more vain 
and unfrviitful than numerous meetings of 
acquaintance. 

That the profeffors refident fhall allow 
the college twenty pounds a year for their 
diet, whether they continue ther6 all the 
time or not. 

That they Ihall have once a week an 
aflembly, or conference, concerning the 
affairs of the college and the progrefe of 
their experimental philofophy. 

That, if any one find out any thing 
which he conceives to be of confequence, 
he Ihall communicate it to the aflembly, 
to be examined, experimented, approved, 
or rejcfted. 

That, if any one be author of an inven- 
tion that may bring in profit, the third part 
of it fhall belong to the inventor, and the 
two other to the fociety j and befides if the 

thing 
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thing be very confiderablc, his ftatue or 
pn£kure, with an elogy under it (hall be 
placed in the gallery, and made a denifon 
of that corporation of famous men. 

That all the profeffors (hall be always 
affigned to fome particular inquifition (bc- 
fides the ordinary courfe-of their ftudies), 
of which they fhall give an account to the 
aflembly ; fo that by this means there may 
be every day fome operation or other made 
in all the arts, as chemiftry, anatomy, me- 
chanics, and the like i and that the college 
ihall furniih for the charge of the opera* 
tion. 

That there fhall be kept a regifter under 
lock and key, and not to be feen but by 
the profefibrs, of all the experiments that 
fucceed, figncd by the perfgns who made 
the trial. 

That the popular and received errors 
in experimental philofophy (with which, 
like weeds in a neglected garden, it is now 
almoft all over-grown) fliall be evinced by 
trial, and taken notice of in the public' 
I leAureSy 
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feftures, that they may no longer abufe 
the credulous, and beget new ones by con- 
fequence or fimilitude. •'' 

That every third year (after the full fet- 
tlement of the foundation) the college ftiall 
give an account in print, in proper and 
antient Latin, of the fruits of their trien- 
nial induftry. 

That every profeffor refident (hall have 
his fcholar to wait upon him in his cham- 
ber and at tablej whom he (hall be obliged 
to breed up in natural philofophy, and ren- 
der an account of his progrefs to the af- 
fcmbly, from whofe eleftion he received 
him, and therefore is refporifible'to it, both 
for the care of his education and the juft 
and civil ufage of him* 

That the fcholar fhall underftand Latb 
very well, and be moderately initiated in 
the Greek, before he be capable of being 
chofen into the fervice 5 and that be Ihall 
not remain in it above feven years. 

That his lodging ftiall be with the pro- 
feflbr whom he ferves. 

That 
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, That na profeflbr fhall be a married 
man, or a divine, or lawyer, in praftice ; 
only phyfic be may be allowed to prefcribe, 
becaufe the ftudy of that art is a great part 
of the duty of his place, and the duty of 
that is fo great, that it will not fgfier him 
to k>fe much time in mercenary praftice. 
That the profejQTors fhall, in the college, 
wear the habit of ordinary matters of art 
in the univerfities, or of doftors, if any 
of them be fo. 

That they fhall all keep an inviolable 
andexemplary friendfhip with one another; 
,and that the afTembly fhall lay a confidera- 
ble pecuniary muld upon any one who 
fhall be proved to have entered fo far 
into a quarrel as to give uncivil language 
to his brother.profcfJbr ; and that the per* 
feverance in any enmity fhall be punilhed 
by the governors with expulfion. 

That the chaplain fhall eat at the matter's 

table (paying his twenty pounds a year as 

the othersdo) ; and that he fhall read prayers 

once a day at leaft, a little before fupper^ 

* tim^j 
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time ; that he fhall preach in the chapel 
every Sunday morning, and catechize in the 
afternoon the fcholars and thefchooi-boys ; 
that he fhall every month adminifter the 
holy facrament ^ that he fhall not trouble 
Jdmfelf and his auditors with the contro- 
verfies of divinity, bur only teach God in 
his juft commandments, and in his won- 
derful works. 

THE SCHOOL. 

THAT the fchool may be built fb as 
to contain about two hundred boys. 

That it be divided into four clafTe^, 
not as others are ondinarily into Gx or fe ven ; 
becaufe we fuppofe that the children fent 
hither, to be initiated in things as well as 
words, ought to have pafl the two or throe 
firft, and- to have attained the age of about 
thirteen years, being already well advanced 
in the Latin grammar, and fome authors. 

That none, though never fo rich, fh^l 

pay any thing for their teaching ; and that, 

_ if any profefibr fhall be conviftcd to have 

takea 
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taken any money in confideration of bis 
pains in. the fchool, be Ihall be expelled 
with ignominy by the governors ; but if any 
perfons of great eftate and quality, find^ 
ing their* fons much better proficients in 
learning here, than boys of the fan^ ago 
commdnly are at other fchools, fhail not 
think Et to receive an obligation of fo near 
concernment without returning fqme marks 
of acknowledgment, they may, if they pleafe, 
(for nothing is to be demanded) beftow 
fome little rarity or curiofity upon the fo- 
ciety, in recompence of their trouble* 

And becaufe it is deplorable to confidcr 
the lofs which children make of their time 
at moft fchools, employing, or rathier caflt^ 
ing away, fix or feven years in the learning 
of words only, and that too very imper- 
feftly : 

That a method be here eftablilhed, for 
the infufing knowledge and language at 
the fame time into them ; and that th» 
may be their apprenticefliip in natural phi- 
lofophy. This, we conceive, may "be ^onc, 

by 
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by breeding them up ill authors, or piedetf^ 
of authors, who treat of fome parts of na- 
ture* and who may be underflpod with as 
much eafe add pleafure, as thofe which are 
commonly taught ; fuch are, in liatin, 
Yarro, Cato, Columella, Pliny, part of 
Celfus and of Seneca, Cicero de Divina* 
tione, de NaturS Deorum, and fcveral fcat- 
tered pieces, Virgil's Georgics, Grotius, 
Nemefianus, Manilius : And becaufe the 
truth is, we want good poets (I mean we 
have but few), who have purpofely treated 
of folid and learned, that is, natural mat- 
ters (the moft part indulging to the weak- 
nefs of the world, and feeding it either with 
the follies of love, or with the fables of gods 
and 'heroes), we conceive that one book 
ought to be compiled of all the fcattercd 
little parcels among the antient poets that 
might ferve for the advancement of natural 
fcience, and which would make no fmall 
or unufeful or unpleafant volume. To 
this we would have added the morals and 
rhetoric^ of Cicero, and the inftitutions of 

Quinfti- 
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Quinftilian ; and for the comedians, from 
\ whom almoft all that neceflary part of com- 
mon difcourfe^ and all the moft intimate 
proprieties of the language are drawn, we 
conceive, the boys may be made matters of 
them, as a part of their recreation, and not 
of their talk, if once a month, or at leaft: 
once in two, they aft one of Tcrence*s 
Comedies, and afterwards (the moft ad- 
vanced) fomfc of Plautus's ; and this is 
for many reafons one of the beft cxerCifes 
they can be enjoined, and moft innocent 
pleafures they can be allowed. As for the 
Greek authors,, they may ftudy Nicander, 
Oppianus (whom Scaliger does not doubt 
to prefer above Homer himfelf, and place 
next to his adored Virgil), Ariftotle's hif- 
tory of animals, and other parts, Theo- 
phraftus and Diofcorides of plants, and a 
coUeftion made out of fcveral both poets 
and other Grecian writers. For the morals 
and rhetoric, Ariftotle may fuffice, or Her- 
mogenesandLonginus be added for the lat- 
ter. With the hiftory of animals they (hould 

be 
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be fhewed anatomy as a divertifement, and \ 
made to knbw the figures and natures of thofe 
creatures which are not common among us, 
difabufmg them at the fame time of thofe 
errors which are univerfally admitted con- 
cerning many. The fame method (hould be 
ufed to make them acquainted with all 
plants ,; and to this muft be added a little of 
the antient and modern geography, the un- 
derftanding of the globes, and the principles 
of geometry and aftronomy. 'They Ihould 
likewife ufe to declaim in Latin and Eng- 
lifh, as the Romans did in Greek and Latin ; 
and in all this travel be rather led on by fa- 
miliarity, encouragement, and emulation, 
than driven by feverity, punifhment, and 
terror. Upon feftivals and play-times, they 
fhould exercife themfelves in the fields, by 
riding, leaping, fencing, muftering and 
training after the manner of foldiers, &c. 
And, to prevent alldangers and all diforder, 
there fhould always be two of the Icholars 
with them, to be as witnefles and direftors 
of their aftions ; in foul weather, it would 
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Aot be amifs for them to learn to dance, that 
is, to learn juft fo much (for all beyond is 
fuperfluous, if not worfe) as may give them 
a graceful comportment of their bodies. 

Upon Sundays, and all days of devotion,^ 
they are to be a part of the chaplain's pro- 
vince. 

That, for all thefe ends, the coUcgefo or- 
def it, as that there may be fome convenient 
and pleafant houfes thereabouts, kept by 
religious, difcreet, and careful perfons, for 
the lodging and boarding of young fcholars 5 
that they have a conftant eye over them, to 
fee that tl>ey be bred up there piouQy, clean- 
ly, and plentifully, according to the pro- 
portion of the parents expences. 

And that the college, when it (hall pleale 
God, either by their own induftry and fuc- 
ccfs, or by the benevolence of patrons, to 
enrich them fo far, as that it may come to 
their turn, and duty to be charitable to 
others, (hall, at their own charges, ereft and 
maintain fome houfe or houfes for the en- 
tertainment of fuch poor mens fons, whofc 
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good natural parts may promife either ufe 
or ornament to the commonwealth, during 
the time of their abode at fchool ; and Ihall 
take care that it fhall be done with the fame 
conveniences as are enjoyed even by rich 
mens children (though they maintain the 
fewer for that caufe), there being nothing- 
of eminent and illuftrious to be expefted 
from a low, fordid, and hofpital-like edu- 
cati6n» 

CONCLUSION. 

IF I be not much abufed by a natural 
fondnefs to my own conceptions (that jo^yi 
of the Greeks, which no other language 
has a proper word for), there was never 
any projeft thought upon, which deferves 
to meet with fo few adverfaries as this ; 
for who can without impudent folly op- 
pofe the eftablifliment of twenty well- 
felefied perfons in fuch a condition of life, 
that their whole bufinefs and fole pro- 
fcffion may be to ftndy the improvement 

and 



Digitized by 



Google 



EXPERIMENTAL ^PHILOSOPHY. 24$. 

and advantage of all other profcflions, from 
that of the higheft general even to the low- 
eft artifan ? who (hall be obliged to em- 
ploy their whole time, wit, learning, and 
induftry, to thefe four, the moft ufeful 
that can be imagined, and to no other 
ends ; firft, to weigh, examine, and prove 
all things of nature delivered to us by 
former ages ; to dete£b, explode, and ftrikc 
a cenfure through all falfe monies with 
which the world has been paid and cheated 
fo long ; and (as I may fay) to fet the marlc 
of the college upon all true coins, that they 
may pafs hereafter without any farther trial : 
fecondly, to recover the loft inventions, 
and, as it were, drowned lands of the an- 
cients : thirdly, to improve all arts which 
we now have ; and laftJy, to difcover others 
which we yet have not : and who (hall 
befides all this (as a benefit by the bye), 
give the beft education in the world ("purely 
gratis) to as many mens children as fhall 
think fit to make ufe of the obligation? 
Neither does it at all check or interfere with 

any 
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any parties inaftateor religion-, b 
iprently to be embraced by all 
in opinion, and can hardly be cor 
pable (as many good inftitUtions 1 
even of degeneration into any tl 
ful. So that, all things confidei 
fuppofe this propofition fhall 
with no enemies: the only quefti 
ther it will find friends enough 
on from difcourfe and defign to 
cfFeft ; the neceffary expences of 
ning (for it will maintain kfelf w 
afterwards) being fo great (thoi 
fct them as low as is poflible in 
vaft a work), that it may feem xi^i^kx^l^ iv 
raife fuch a fum out of thofe few dead re- 
lics of human charity and public generofiry 
firhich are yet remaining in the world. 
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